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● Science is clear: nature has a critical role to play in limiting global warming to 1.5°C and building resilience 

to climate impacts. Recent scientific assessments from the IPCC and IPBES have highlighted that to jointly 

tackle climate change and biodiversity loss, natural ecosystems must be protected and restored, alongside 

the immediate, far-reaching decarbonization of the global economy1. The recently published Working 

Group I contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report of the IPCC2 outlines that nature is far from a passive 

actor to the changing climate. It makes clear the importance of nature and natural systems in helping to 

slow the build-up of atmospheric carbon dioxide, and notes for example that natural land and ocean sinks 

have respectively absorbed 31% and 23% of anthropogenic carbon emissions over the last decade. The 

protection, sustainable management, and restoration of ecosystems have also many benefits in terms of 

climate change adaptation and resilience.   

 

● The political momentum around nature must now be translated in the UNFCCC formal process: COP26 

decisions are essential to recognize and operationalize nature’s role in ‘keeping 1.5°C alive’. One of the 

overarching objectives of COP26 is to ensure that the global ambition to limit global warming to 1.5°C is 

maintained, and reflected in appropriate COP decisions. The UK COP26 Presidency has elevated nature as 

a central topic and one of five “campaigns” for the climate talks this year. There will likely be a flurry of new 

pledges and announcements on nature coming out of COP26, made by governments and non-state actors 

in the side-lines of COP. But it is also essential to ensure that nature is reflected in the formal negotiations 

happening at COP26, and is integrated in the text coming out of the conference – especially the COP26 

decisions.  

 

● COP26 represents a major opportunity to further anchor nature in the UNFCCC process, to recognize the 

vital contribution played by nature in achieving the objectives of the Paris Agreement, and to ensure that 

nature’s potential for climate change mitigation and adaptation is maximized in the UNFCCC process. This 

briefing aims at providing concrete suggestions on how nature should be well reflected in the COP26 

decisions. It offers recommendations and options for 1/CP.26, and also for other COP26 decisions.  

 

 
 

 
1 IPBES and IPCC. IPBES-IPCC co-sponsored workshop report on biodiversity and climate change. 2021. 

  IPCC. Global Warming of 1.5°C. 2018. 
  IPBES. Global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services. 2019.  
2 IPCC. Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. 2021. 

https://zenodo.org/record/5101133#.YURxpLhKhPY
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
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Ensuring that nature is well reflected in 1/CP.26 is essential. Among all the decisions adopted at COP26, 1/CP.26 

will represent a high-level recognition of the outcomes of the conference, with a greater political profile than the 

other decisions. It will likely be adopted with a specific name (1/CP.25 was called “Chile Madrid Time for Action”, 

for example). The following table outlines nature-related elements that could be included in 1/CP.26: 

 
WWF asks Text suggestions for 1/CP.26 

Ask 1: 1/CP.26 should formally recognize 
the crucial role played by nature for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, to 
achieve the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement, including limiting global 
temperature rise to 1.5°C. 
 

“Recognizes the essential contribution of natural land and ocean carbon sinks to 
addressing climate change and its impacts, as stated by the IPCC AR6 WG1 report, 
to achieving the goals set out in Article 2 of the Paris Agreement, including the need 
to hold the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels.” 

Ask 2: 1/CP.26 should call on countries to 
maximize the potential of nature for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation 
in NDCs, long-term strategies and other 
domestic plans.  
 

“Calls on Parties to maximize the potential of nature for mitigation and adaptation 
in their nationally determined contributions, mid-century long-term low greenhouse 
gas emission development strategies, and other national policies.” 

Ask 3: 1/CP.26 should formally recognize 
the link between biodiversity and climate 
change, building on the joint IPBES-IPCC 
workshop report, including the critical role 
played by ecosystems for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.  
 

“Underlines the need to address biodiversity loss and climate change in an 
integrated manner, and welcomes with appreciation the information contained in 
the IPBES-IPCC co-sponsored workshop report on biodiversity and climate change, 
including the critical role played by ecosystems for mitigation and adaptation.” 

Ask 4: 1/CP.26 should call for addressing 
the gaps in the UNFCCC and Paris 
Agreement regarding nature, noting the 
importance of Article 5.1 of the Paris 
Agreement (action to conserve and 
enhance sinks and reservoirs, including 
forests). 
 

“Calls on Parties to further discuss the essential role of nature for mitigation and 
adaptation under all relevant agenda items of the UNFCCC governing and subsidiary 
bodies, in accordance with Article 5.1 of the Paris Agreement.” 

Ask 5: 1/CP.26 should include an explicit 
reference to nature-based solutions as 
including a diverse range of marine, 
coastal, freshwater and land ecosystems. 

“Recalls that all Parties shall take action to conserve and enhance sinks and 
reservoirs of greenhouse gases as referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1(d) of the 
Convention, including all terrestrial, coastal, marine, and freshwater ecosystems, 
and acknowledges the essential role of nature-based solutions for mitigation and 
adaptation.” 
 

Ask 6: 1/CP.26 should acknowledge the 
outcomes of the SBSTA dialogues on 
oceans, and land and adaptation, and 
create a process to further anchor oceans 
in the UNFCCC regime. 

“Welcomes with appreciation the outcomes of the dialogue on the ocean and 
climate change convened by the Chair of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice, invites Parties to recognize the informal summary report on 
the dialogue as an important milestone for addressing the ocean-climate nexus and 
as catalyst for ocean and climate ambition, invites Parties to make use of the 
information presented in the report, and decides to establish a continued and 
recurring dialogue to strengthen mitigation and adaptation action on the ocean and 
climate change, beginning at COP27.”  
 
“Welcomes with appreciation the outcomes of the dialogue on the relationship 
between land and climate change adaptation matters convened by the Chair of the 
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, and invites Parties to make 
use of the information contained in the informal summary report on the dialogue.” 
 

Ask 7: 1/CP.26 should acknowledge the 
outcomes of the Standing Committee on 
Finance Forum on Financing NbS. 
 

“Welcomes with appreciation the outcomes of the Forum organized by the Standing 
Committee on Finance on financing nature-based solutions.” 



       October 2021 

 

 

 

 

To further anchor nature in the UNFCCC process beyond COP26, it will be essential to influence the content of 

the other decisions coming out of COP26. Nature must indeed be fully integrated in the work programme of the 

UNFCCC, and the activities of the governing, subsidiary and constituted bodies. The following table nature-related 

elements that could be included in the other decisions adopted at COP26:  

 

 
Topics 
 

Landing Ground Text suggestions 

Including nature 
in NDCs and the 
Global Stocktake 
(GST) 

It is not clear if there will be broader guidance on NDCs 
as a dedicated decision or formal COP26 outcome. The 
inclusion of nature in NDCs could be included in a COP 
decision as an element related to the 
operationalization and strengthening of NDCs, 
building on the outputs of the NDC Synthesis report. 
Such a COP decision should include a clear request for 
countries to maximize the potential of nature in their 
enhanced NDCs, for example by including nature-
based solutions, land use and agriculture. The role of 
nature in NDCs should also be embedded in the 
guiding questions for the Global Stocktake (GST), and 
reflected in decisions related to the GST. 
 
 

“Calls on Parties to maximize the potential of 
nature for mitigation and adaptation in their 
nationally determined contributions.” 
 
Matters related to the GST 
Guiding questions to include: 
“What is the overall effect of Parties’ nationally 
determined contributions and overall progress 
made by Parties in maintaining the integrity of 
natural land and ocean carbon sinks?” 
 

Securing finance 
for nature 

The COP could welcome the outcomes of the Standing 
Committee on Finance’s Forum on financing nature-
based solutions. The COP could also request that the 
GCF and GEF better include nature and nature-based 
solutions under their portfolio. This element could be 
included as part of the decisions on “Matters relating 
to the Standing Committee on Finance”, “Guidance to 
the Green Climate Fund”, and “Guidance to the Global 
Environment Facility”. 
 

Matters relating to the Standing Committee on 
Finance 
“Welcomes with appreciation the outcomes of the 
Forum organized by the Standing Committee on 
Finance on financing nature-based solutions.” 
 
Guidance to the Green Climate Fund 
“Requests the Green Climate Fund to further 
include nature and nature-based solutions in its 
policies, procedures, and funding.” 
 
Guidance to the Global Environment Facility 
“Requests the Global Environment Facility to 
further include nature and nature-based solutions 
in its policies, procedures, and funding.” 
 
 

Creating a 
dedicated UNFCCC 
process for oceans 
and coastal 
ecosystems 
 

COP26 decisions should provide a clear mandate and 
create a process to anchor the role of oceans and 
coastal ecosystems for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation in the UNFCCC regime, taking into account 
the proceedings from the SBSTA dialogue on the ocean 
and climate change, and the IPCC Special Report on the 
Ocean and Cryosphere. 
 

“Decides to establish a continued and recurring 
dialogue to strengthen mitigation and adaptation 
action on the ocean and climate change, beginning 
at COP27. Invites Parties to recognize the informal 
summary report by the Chair of the Subsidiary 
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice as an 
important milestone for addressing the ocean-
climate nexus and as catalyst for ocean and climate 
ambition, and to make use of the information in 
the summary report as a catalyst for further ocean 
and climate ambition.” 
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Recognizing the 
outcomes from 
the SBSTA 
dialogue on land 
and climate 
change adaptation 

COP26 decisions should capture key outcomes of the 
two SBSTA dialogues, including the one on land and 
climate change adaptation. In addition to referencing 
the “informal summary” requested in 1/CP.25, the 
COP26 decisions should mention the outcomes of the 
dialogue on land and climate change adaptation as 
separate from the outcomes of the dialogue on the 
ocean and climate, to avoid having the two dialogues 
being grouped in one agenda item with a single text. 
 
 

“Welcomes with appreciation the outcomes of the 
dialogue on the relationship between land and 
climate change adaptation matters convened by 
the Chair of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice, including [add key 
takeaways from the dialogue here], and invites 
Parties to make use of the information contained 
in the informal summary report on the dialogue.” 
 

Ensuring that 
COP26 outcomes 
on Article 6 of the 
Paris Agreement 
support nature 
protection, 
restoration and 
sustainable 
management.  

The COP must ensure that market and non-market 
approaches under Article 6 include ecosystem 
integrity.  
 
Further, COP26 outcomes on Article 6.8 (non-market 
approaches) could be relevant for nature, since non-
market mechanisms could help channel additional 
finance for nature protection and nature-based 
solutions. 

Matters related to Article 6 of the Paris Agreement 
“Stresses the need for the mechanism and 
approaches as defined by Article 6 of the Paris 
Agreement to maintain or improve ecosystem 
integrity.” 
 
“Invites Parties to make use of non-market 
approaches as defined by Article 6.8 of the Paris 
Agreement to increase support for nature 
protection, restoration and sustainable 
management.” 
 
 

Establishing a 
joint SBSTA and 
SBI agenda item 
on nature’s role to 
address climate 
change 

The COP should establish a joint agenda item that 
looks at the role and importance of nature for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, and would provide 
a recommendation by COP28 on how to include this 
formally in the UNFCCC regime. This could take the 
form of a process to further operationalize the 
references to ecosystems and biodiversity from Article 
5 of the Paris Agreement. 

“Requests the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice and Subsidiary Body for 
Implementation to jointly address issues related to 
the role of nature for mitigation and adaptation, in 
accordance with Article 5 of the Paris Agreement, 
with a view to providing recommendations for 
consideration and adoption by the Conference of 
the Parties at its twenty-eight session.” 
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The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (link)  

Article 4, paragraph 1(d): 

1. All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and their specific national 

and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances, shall: 

[…] 

(d) Promote sustainable management, and promote and cooperate in the conservation and enhancement, 

as appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, 

including biomass, forests and oceans as well as other terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems; 

 

Paris Agreement (link) 

Article 5: 

1. Parties should take action to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse 

gases as referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1(d), of the Convention, including forests. 

2. Parties are encouraged to take action to implement and support, including through results-based payments, 

the existing framework as set out in related guidance and decisions already agreed under the Convention 

for: policy approaches and positive incentives for activities relating to reducing emissions from deforestation 

and forest degradation, and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement 

of forest carbon stocks in developing countries; and alternative policy approaches, such as joint mitigation 

and adaptation approaches for the integral and sustainable management of forests, while reaffirming the 

importance of incentivizing, as appropriate, non-carbon benefits associated with such approaches. 

 

COP25 outcomes (link) 

Decision 1/CP.25 

15. Underlines the essential contribution of nature to addressing climate change and its impacts and the need to 

address biodiversity loss and climate change in an integrated manner; 

 

30. Commends the efforts of the President of the Conference of the Parties at its twenty-fifth session to highlight 

the importance of the ocean, including as an integral part of the Earth’s climate system, and of ensuring the integrity 

of ocean and coastal ecosystems in the context of climate change; 

 

31. Requests the Chair of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice to convene at its fifty-second 

session (June 2020) a dialogue on the ocean and climate change to consider how to strengthen mitigation and 

adaptation action in this context; 

 

32. Also requests the Chair of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice to convene at its fifty-

second session a dialogue on the relationship between land and climate change adaptation related matters, not 

intervening in other processes under the Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement, including those 

carried out under the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice; 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/history-of-the-convention/convention-documents
https://unfccc.int/process/conferences/pastconferences/paris-climate-change-conference-november-2015/paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/documents/210471

