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1. Introducion

The world is in the midst of a climate crisis. To help solve it, we need to rapidly transform our
global energy system from one reliant on fossil fuels, to one powered by renewable energy.

Changing our energy system is crucial to reduce emissions and protect people and nature
from the worst impacts of climate change. Renewables are a clean source of energy and
represent the best option, but we are also in the middle of a nature crisis, and the impact of
renewables on biodiversity must be carefully managed.

The “Coalition Linking Energy and Nature for action” (CLEANaction) was launched at
COP26 by six founding organizations to ensure that the impact on nature by clean energy
systems is fully accounted for prior to any installation. CLEANaction highlights the need to
carefully assess the full impact of renewable energy projects, and pushes for a renewable
energy transition that prioritizes those options causing the least damage to nature.

CLEANaction provides a forum for dialogue and discussion, where information and
experiences are shared, collective knowledge of the links between energy and nature are
exchanged, and solutions are developed and implemented. As a result, strong sectoral and
cross-sectoral partnerships can be formed under the Coalition to ensure that renewable
energies have the least possible impact on people and nature.

At CLEANaction you will be at the forefront of alternatives, approaches, practices and
solutions that ensure the urgent global need for new renewable energy can be delivered
without irrevocable damage to nature. You will have access to the latest findings that may
impact your organization, the opportunity to interact with leaders in the field, and the
ability to play a participatory role in the launch of joint activities, events, advocacy and media
outreach that will influence the global response to the pending energy-nature crisis.

2. CLEANaction Aim

The aim of CLEANaction is to provide a globally recognised forum for considering the
impact on nature of any future renewable energy developments. CLEANaction will not
focus on any specific renewable energy source, but rather will aim to highlight energy options
that cause the minimum damage to nature.

CLEANaction will aim to help facilitate the renewable energy transition by collaborating
with various relevant stakeholders, including developers, to identify the format of new
technologies, mode of generation and on ground implementation that will limit the impacts
of new renewable energy developments to nature.



3. CLEANaction Goals

CLEANaction Goal I

Building and spreading knowledge on i) the current link between energy and nature and the
issues this brings in the context of energy transition; ii) how to develop renewable energies
with the least impact on nature, contributing to reducing existing knowledge and data gaps.

Key issue addressed: i) lack of general knowledge on the impact of renewable energies on
nature; ii) lack of knowledge on how to develop renewable energies with low environmental
impacts.

CLEANaction Goal II

Driving actual implementation of low-impact renewable energies by developing relevant
output (best practices, policy recommendations, guiding principles, etc) to which
CLEANaction partners must adhere and commit to.

Key issue addressed: lack of implementation and action to avoid and reduce the
environmental impacts of renewable energies.

CLEANaction Goal III

Establishing strong partnerships between different sectors that can allow for joint initiatives,
common narratives, and stronger cross-sectoral collaboration in the development of
low-impact renewable energies.

Key issue addressed: lack of coordination, cooperation and collaboration within sectors and
across sectors to reduce environmental impacts of renewable energies.



4. CLEANaction Partnership

CLEANaction is open to all relevant Partners that support an energy transition that minimizes
any negative impacts of new renewable energy developments on people and nature.

The Founder Partners of CLEANaction are the Alliance for Rural Electrification (ARE), Birdlife
International, ICLEI-Cities Biodiversity Center (ICLEI Africa Secretariat), carbonn Climate
Center (ICLEI World Secretariat), the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), The
Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF).

4.1 Partner Requirements and Responsibilities

● Applications for Partnership of CLEANaction shall be considered on the basis of
whether the applying entity’s objectives are compatible with those of the Coalition, as
well as whether the entity supports the overall aim and goals of CLEANaction.

● Partners agree that, with respect to any activities they undertake in the context of
CLEANaction, they shall be subject to the terms of this Structure Document.

● Partners acknowledge that neither CLEANaction nor their respective Partners shall
assume any responsibility or liability in connection with the activities of the Partner.

● Once approved, CLEANaction Partners are expected to commit to:

○ attending all scheduled CLEANaction calls and meetings
○ championing and raising CLEANaction’s profile
○ seeking collaboration and alliances with other CLEANaction partners
○ sharing relevant information and experience to build CLEANaction knowledge
○ facilitating initiatives that will contribute to the aim and goals of CLEANaction
○ committing to practical application of solutions developed at CLEANaction

4.2 Advisory Group Role and Responsibilities

The CLEANaction Advisory Group will consist of, at least, one representative of each Founding
Partner organization and a representative of each Working Group Leader Partner.

Meetings are chaired by WWF. The appointment of the Chair will be reconsidered and
approved by all Advisory Group Partners on an annual basis. Decisions are made by
consensus (i.e. members are satisfied with the decision even though it may not be their first
choice). If full consensus is not possible, then the Advisory Group Chair makes the final
decision.

Meetings will be held on a monthly basis for one hour at a time agreed by all CLEANaction
Advisory Group Partners. Meetings will be held remotely (using the Zoom platform).



The CLEANaction Advisory Group is accountable for:

● fostering collaboration
● removing obstacles to CLEANaction’s successful delivery, adoption, and use
● maintaining at all times CLEANaction’s focus to ensure delivery of its aim and goals
● monitoring and managing external factors that are critical to its success

The Partners of the CLEANaction Advisory Group will commit to:

● sharing all communications and information across all Advisory Group Partners
● making timely decisions and taking action so as not to delay any agreed activities
● notifying members of the Advisory Group, as soon as practical, if any matter arises

which may be deemed to affect the development of CLEANaction

Members of the CLEANaction Advisory Group will expect:

● that each member will be provided with complete, accurate and meaningful
information in a timely manner

● to be given reasonable time to make key decisions
● to be alerted to potential risks and issues that could impact CLEANaction, as they arise
● open and honest discussions, without resort to any misleading assertions
● ongoing ‘health checks’ to verify the overall status and effectiveness of CLEANaction



5. CLEANaction Structure and Governance

CLEANaction consists of its Partners. The Advisory Group serves as the executive body of the
Coalition to support and oversee the operation of CLEANaction. The Coalition also comprises
Working Groups to ensure the accomplishment of CLEANactions aim and goals.

Graphic representation of CLEANaction’s operational structure and governance:

5.1 CLEANaction Working Groups

In order to ensure that CLEANaction’s aim and goals are met, the following Working Groups
have been established:

● CLEANaction Private Sector Working Group
● CLEANaction Technology & Research Working Group
● CLEANaction Civil Society Working Group
● CLEANaction Finance Institutions Working Group
● CLEANaction Policy-makers Working Group

Working Groups will aim to ensure geographical and activity representation within the group.



Close interaction between Working Groups must be ensured by Working Group Partners and
Working Group Leaders in order to share the outcomes of deliberations and maintain
awareness, especially on cross-cutting issues.

5.2 CLEANaction Working Groups Leaders

Working Groups are co-led by champion organizations that will help coordinate the activity of
the Working Group, recruit new Partners, manage communication within and across
Working Groups and represent the Working Group at the Advisory Group meetings.

During CLEANaction’s first operational year, Working Group Leaders will be elected by the
Advisory Group based on the proactiveness, interest and capacity of particular Partners to
take a leading role in the Working Group.

After CLEANaction’s first operational year, Working Group Leaders will be voted by the
Working Group Partners and approved by the Advisory Group every 6 months. Previous
Working Group Leaders may repeat their Chair if voted by the Partners.

6. Permitted use of CLEANaction Name and Logo

Each Partner of CLEANaction shall have the right and is encouraged to use the name and
emblem (logo) of the Coalition on its website, on the condition that these are employed solely
for identifying the entity as being a Partner of CLEANaction.

Any other use of the name and emblem (logo) of CLEANaction, including on communication
materials or other documents produced in relation to the Partner’s activities with respect to
the Coalition, shall be subject to the express consent of the Advisory Group. Any request for
such use shall be submitted in writing to the Advisory Group.

The name and emblem (logo) of CLEANaction shall not be used for commercial transactions
or in connection with objectives or activities not directly associated with the Coalition’s aim
and goals, or in a way to imply or suggest endorsement or promotion of the CLEANaction
Partner’s projects, products or activities or any other unrelated activity.

Nothing in this Structure Document shall be interpreted as the granting of any right by any
individual Partner of CLEANaction to make use of their organization’s name, abbreviation, or
emblem (logo), which shall always be subject to the express written authorization of such
individual Partner.

7. Amendment or Modification to the Structure Document

The Structure Document may be amended, varied, or modified in writing after consultation
and agreement process by all CLEANaction Advisory Group Partners.



Annex I - CLEANaction Partnership Application Form

Name of entity

Contact information

Address (PO Box, street, city,
country)

E-mail

Tel. /Fax

Website Address / link to applicant’s website

Social networks (Facebook, Twitter,
etc.)

Address / link to applicant’s social network pages

Size and type of entity. Please tick all boxes that apply

Entity size (no. of employees) 1-50   ☐ 50-100   ☐ >100   ☐

Academic organization (Research/Development) ☐

Business (private sector) ☐

Civil society / NGO ☐

Financial entity ☐

International institution/agency ☐

Other (specify) ☐



Geographical scope. Please tick all boxes that apply

International (specify) ☐

National (specify) ☐

Local (specify) ☐

Other (specify)

Short description of entity (100 words max.)

Please provide a brief description of your organization/company, its main operations and objectives. Provide any relevant
links if needed.

Operations in non-renewable energy (100 words max.)

If any, please provide a brief description of your organization/company’s engagement in operations related to
non-renewable energy sources (i.e. coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear). What is the size/percentage of these operations
compared to operations in renewables? Provide any relevant links if needed.



Focal point Name and position Email Tel.

General focal point for CLEANaction

Communication focal point for
CLEANaction activities (i.e.:
dissemination of Coalition outputs;
communication campaigns; etc.)

Is your entity already involved in any initiative and/or has any policy/made a commitment to reduce impacts of new
renewable energy developments on nature? If yes, please specify (50 words max.)

What is your organization’s reason/objective for joining CLEANaction? What will be your organization's contribution to
the work of CLEANaction?  What do you expect to get out from your partnership with CLEANaction?



As a member of CLEANaction,
what can your organization
offer to the Coalition?

Selection Description

Human resources (e.g.: support
with different network activities)

☐

Financial support (e.g: website
development and maintenance,
personnel, activity coordination)

☐

Communication support (e.g:
dissemination of Coalition
outputs; production of
communications materials)

☐

IT services (e.g: website
maintenance; website content
updates; support for online
events)

☐

Other (specify) ☐

Please specify if your entity has any interest in joining one of CLEANaction's Working Groups

Private Sector Working Group ☐

Policymakers Working Group ☐

Financial Institutions Working
Group

☐

Technology & Research Working
Group

☐

Civil Society Working Group ☐

Is your entity already part of other alliances that aim to link renewable energy development and nature conservation? If
yes, please specify

Yes ☐ Please specify

No ☐



Signature Box

_____________________________                                      _____________________________
Date                                                                                              Name, Title

If this application for partnership with CLEANaction is accepted, the undersigned, an authorized representative of
the applying entity, hereby agrees and undertakes, on behalf of the applying entity, to support the CLEANaction
vision and mission and abide by the Structure Document of the Coalition.

Contact details
Email address: CLEANaction@wwfint.org


