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Greeting 

- Director of Center of International and Institutional Cooperation, Ministry of 

Marine Affairs and Fisheries 

- Chief Executive Officer of WWF, Indonesia 

- Distinguished guests 

- Ladies and gentlemen 

 

On behalf of the Team from SEAFDEC, as collaborative partner in organizing 

this Coral Triangle Fishers Forum, may I take this opportunity to welcome all 

participants from respective countries in this Forum. 

The Forum aims to identify strategies and models for effective local 

partnerships on by-catch mitigation and Best Practices adoption and to help 

fishers and seafood companies to improve the long-term viability of fishing 

communities and reduce impacts from fisheries in the region.  

A coral triangle is sometimes referred to as an “Oasis of the Seas”, which 

is abundant in a diversity of marine life, serving as spawning and growing areas 

for juveniles of many commercial fish species stocks in the world.  

Those biological resources directly sustain lives of people living along 

coastlines of  Coral Triangle countries, and benefit also people who live in other 

areas worldwide, in terms of livelihoods and food security.  Healthy marine 

resources contribute to a growing nature-based tourism industry in the region. 

Healthy reefs systems and mangroves help protect coastal communities from 

natural disasters such as storms and tsunamis.  However, these marine 

biological resources are in critical condition. They are threatened by a range of 

factors such as over-fishing, destructive fishing, pollution, climate change and 

others.  

 

Our past collaboration with WWF includes the promotion of responsible 

fishing technologies and practices, the implementation of the Smart Gear 



Competition, reduction of by-catch through activities of the promotion of the 

use of Turtle Excluder Devices and Juvenile and Trash Excluder Devices in 

Trawl Fisheries and the promotion on the use of circle hooks in the region, 

particularly in Indonesia and CTI region.  In addition to those activities, we are 

very happy to take part in organizing this Forum to provide our technical input, 

experience and lessons learned to the Forum. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the 

WWF for their active involvement in and support to this workshop with their 

wide vision in the establishment of the coral triangle fishers forum.  The forum 

will effectively play a role as a platform for regional dialogue on sustainable 

fisheries to achieve goals of the CTI regional plan of action.  I believe that when 

we attain the objectives of this workshop it will help our region to provide a 

good basis and mechanism to improve our fisheries towards sustainability.  

Again, I would like to thank all of you for your participation in and 

contributions to the workshop and also for your further cooperation.  I do hope 

that this workshop/forum will come up with successful outcomes through very 

fruitful discussions among us.  

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


