
DEFORESTATION FRONT KEY FACTS

Angola has large areas of miombo forest remaining. These were preserved and 
even expanded slightly during the long civil war, but are now being converted on 
a large scale, mainly for subsistence agriculture but also larger-scale cropping and 
charcoal making.

ANGOLA

Drivers of deforestation
Smallholder 
farming

The major driver of change since the end of hostilities 
has been conversion of miombo woodland to 
agriculture (including slash-and-burn)[2], particularly 
small-scale crops suitable for drylands[3], as people 
moved back into former conflict areas[4]. Degradation 
is often a precursor to complete conversion of forests 
in farming areas[2].

Fuelwood and 
charcoal

Charcoal and fuelwood are major priorities for many 
rural dwellers, and influence large areas of miombo. 
They are a primary factor in forest degradation[5], 
rather than complete deforestation[6]. Charcoal is 
particularly important along roads[3].

Transport 
infrastructure

Deforestation often begins along new roads and was 
also associated with construction of the Benguela 
railway in the past[7].

Large-scale 
agriculture

Large-scale land acquisitions, covering several million 
hectares, started in the late 1980s and accelerated 
after 2002. Produce has been mainly for domestic 
consumption; companies are often foreign-owned[8].

Timber  
extraction

The timber trade has oscilated over time but is now 
increasing again. It is important for both domestic use 
and for export[3]. Illegal logging takes place on a large 
scale, including for Chinese companies[9].

Fire Bushfires are used to clear for agriculture[3]. 
Uncontrolled fires are destroying large areas of 
forest and also harming the livelihoods of local San 
communities[10].

Urban expansion Deforestation tends to spread out from major cities[11], 
although urban development is also reducing shifting 
agriculture and other practices that degrade or destroy 
forests. 

Tree plantations Angola had 100,000ha of plantations before 
independence[8]; it is not clear if new plantations 
are being established. Some plantations are logged 
illegally[12].

Mining 
operations

Mining has large environmental impacts and is a cause 
of deforestation in some areas[13].

 Primary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Secondary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Less important cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation

Key responses
Protected areas There are 14 protected areas covering around 12% of 

the country[15]. During the war these areas were badly 
poached, and habitats destroyed. There is currently some 
optimism of greater management effectiveness[16], although 
there is also a need for more protected areas; few of the 
current total are in miombo, and most are effectively 
unmanaged.

Recognition of 
IPLCs

Angola voted in favour of the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples on 13 September 2007, but the 
San, Himba and other groups continue to experience land 
expropriations and other problems[17].

Timber legality The government of Angola announced new rules to curb 
illegality in the timber trade in 2018[18].

Land-use 
zoning

There are efforts to address land tenure, but they remain 
partial and not always effective[19]; issues of expropriation 
of land by the elite and companies continue to occur. 

Fire 
management

Angola has been seeking collaboration with FAO in 
addressing the issue of fire, including through community 
education programmes[20].

REDD + Angola had no REDD+ projects in 2016,[21] although the 
potential is recognized[22].

Deployment  
at wider scale

Actively used  
and expanding

Project-specific, 
experimental

  

Countries, region Angola, Central Africa

Forest type Miombo

Total area 10.5Mha

Forest area in 2018 4.2Mha (39.6% of total deforestation front area)

Forest loss 2004-
2017

0.1Mha (3.1% of forest area in 2000)

Location of 
deforestation

Mainly in the south and east

Total forest core 
area in 2018

1.1Mha (27.4% of forests in 2018)

Fragmented forests 
2000-2018

0.3Mha (6.5% of forest area in 2000)

Total burned area 1.9Mha (43.4% of forest area in 2000)

Deforestation trend Historically a slight increase in miombo 1990-2000[1], 
but loss grew sharply after the civil war. Increasing, 
with oscillations over time

Future trends Deforestation has increased over the past decade; 
future direction is unclear

Underlying causes 
The 27-year civil war damaged nature[14] but also meant that whole areas were 
effectively left alone; the end of hostilities has rapidly increased the rate of land-use 
change. This has been fuelled by population growth, an influx of oil wealth and 
continuing issues relating to corruption



Main outcomes
Most of the responses seem to be at an initial stage of discussion and 
pronouncements rather than concrete actions; even the protected area system is 
recognized as being ineffective and too small. The need for a national certification 
scheme is still being discussed[23].

Recommended future actions
 ● Increase coverage and management within protected areas.
 ● Ramp up responses such as certification and REDD+.
 ● Strengthen enforcement of government regulations, particularly regarding 

logging, land acquisition and fire management.
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