
DEFORESTATION FRONT KEY FACTS

Underlying causes 
Underlying drivers of deforestation include institutional and policy factors (property 
rights and policies), demographics (population growth and population pressure), 
and economic changes (market growth and economic structures)[2]. Policy failure 
and corruption have played a role in continued illegal logging in Cameroon[14]

Main outcomes 
Small and large-scale agriculture continue to be primary drivers of deforestation, 
while wood energy demand along with industrial and artisanal logging are important 
secondary drivers. Underlying drivers of deforestation related to property rights 
and policies indicate that deforestation will continue unless these root causes are 
adequately addressed. Focus on Forest Law Enforcement, Legality, and Governance 
(FLEGT) has been particularly prominent, but its effectiveness is uncertain.

Recommended future actions 
 ● Enforce existing policy responses to address deforestation, including 

sustainable forest management, forest monitoring and diversification of 
livelihoods[4]. 

 ● Complement efforts focused on illegal timber with enhanced responses related 
to agriculture as a primary driver of deforestation. 

 ● Promote certification of agricultural commodities to improve the practices and 
livelihoods of medium- and small-scale producers.

CAMEROON

Drivers of deforestation 
Smallholder 
farming

Small-scale farming and shifting cultivation are a major 
cause of forest loss[2-4], though some estimate that 
commodity crop farming is now a more important 
driver[5]. Commodity crop farming in Cameroon 
for palm oil production in particular is still often 
undertaken at a small scale, though production is for 
sale rather than subsistence[6]. The same can be found 
for maize and peanuts[7].

Large-scale 
agriculture

Large-scale commercial agriculture is also cited as 
an important and growing driver of deforestation[2], 
particularly for rubber and oil palm in southwest 
Cameroon[5, 8, 9]. Some palm oil smallholders may not 
be strictly large scale but still manage hundreds of 
hectares[10, 11]. 

Fuelwood and 
charcoal

Wood energy demand, for both charcoal and fuelwood, 
is an ongoing moderate driver of degradation and 
deforestation; it has less impact than agriculture, 
though the two are connected[2, 4]. 

Large-scale and 
small-scale logging

Commercial logging makes a moderate 
contribution to deforestation in Cameroon[2, 12], 
and has a larger impact on forest degradation. The 
domestic market, mostly supplied by small-scale 
logging, is bigger than the export market supplied 
by larger commercial operators[2]. 

Infrastructure 
expansion 

Infrastructure expansion is present but less frequently 
cited as a driver of deforestation[2, 4]. Cameroon has 
received infrastructure investment from China. Most 
of these infrastructure projects have been in forested 
areas, and have been linked to deforestation[13]. 

Urban 
expansion

Urban expansion is minor driver of deforestation, 
including as connected to fuelwood and charcoal 
demand[2, 4]. 

Cattle  
ranching

Cattle ranching is present but not a frequently cited 
driver of deforestation[2, 4]. 

Mining 
operations

Mining has been cited as an emerging driver of 
deforestation that must be monitored in the coming 
years[2]. 

 Primary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Secondary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Less important cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation

Countries, region Cameroon, Central Africa

Forest type Tropical moist forest

Total area 10.3Mha

Forest area in 2018 8.2Mha (79.4% of total deforestation front area)

Forest loss 2004-2017 0.4Mha (4.9% of forest area in 2000)

Location of 
deforestation

Deforestation is primarily located in the south, 
south-west and north-east of the country

Total forest core area 
in 2018

4.5Mha (55.4% of forests in 2018)

Fragmented forests 
2000-2018

1.1M ha (12.6% of forest area in 2000)

Accumulated burned 
area, 2002-2019

1.4Mha (16.9% of forest area in 2000)

Deforestation trend Decreased with some oscillations until 2014, but 
has increased again more recently 

Future trends Deforestation linked to agriculture may continue, 
though a variety of responses may help decrease 
deforestation rates

The region still holds huge forest areas, with approximately 40% forest cover across 
the country[1]. Multiple drivers are present in the forest frontiers in Cameroon from 
mining, logging, and agriculture. Both, traditional and artisanal practices embraced 
by local populations co-exist with industrial  economies, which tend to interact in 
multiple ways. Major causes of deforestation are linked to agriculture, particularly 
linked to the expansion of commercial crops. Industrial logging and artisanal 
timber harvesting contribute to forest degradation. Progress has been made to halt 
deforestation, but signicant institutional, social and economic challenges still persist.



Key responses 
Timber legality 
and assurance 
systems

Forest Law Enforcement, Legality, and Governance (FLEGT) 
activities include a voluntary partnership agreement (VPA) 
with the EU, to which Cameroon exports about 60% of its 
timber[1]. The VPA encourages legal timber production, 
and also works to improve forest governance and law 
enforcement.

Protected 
areas

Empirical evidence has shown that protected areas have 
low rates of deforestation, but also that low deforestation 
rates are likely more influenced by the remote locations of 
parks rather than by park designation[15]. 

PES including 
REDD+

REDD+ has been a focus of deforestation studies 
and response options in recent years[3, 16]. Increased 
coordination among stakeholders on REDD+ in Cameroon 
has improved progress, and further implementation may 
be successful if it offers multiple benefits for people and 
biodiversity[17]. 

Forest 
landscape 
restoration

Cameroon pledged to restore a very ambitious 12Mha of 
forest under the Bonn Challenge. This effort has included 
FLEGT (described above) and a review of forest law[18]. 

Integrated 
land-use 
planning

The forest law of the 1990s provides for 1) a permanent 
forest estate that is intended to remain forested and 2) a 
non-permanent forest estate that can be converted to other 
land use. In addition, a law was passed in 2011 defining 
the framework for land-use planning and sustainable 
development planning.

Recognition of 
IPLCs

Community forest legislation was put in place in 1994, 
and 182 community forests were active in Cameroon by 
2016. Results have been mixed: community forests have 
struggled with illegal logging, and are seen by some as an 
impediment to FLEGT VPA efforts[19, 20]. 

Improving 
agricultural 
yields

Increasing farm yields may limit deforestation, while also 
noting that land tenure laws can incentivize deforestation, 
as well as the lack of tenure security[8]. 

Voluntary 
standards 

To manage deforestation related to oil palm expansion, 
efforts have been undertaken to establish RSPO standards 
for sustainable palm oil production in Cameroon[21, 22]. 
Forest certification has been found to have potential to 
reduce unsustainable use of forests in Cameroon[23]. A 
recent study did not find reduced deforestation in certified 
forest concessions, but did assert potential for future 
impacts under expanded certification[15]. Cocoa certification 
is also developing in Cameroon[24].

Deployment  
at wider scale

Actively used  
and expanding

Project-specific, 
experimental
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