
DEFORESTATION FRONT KEY FACTS

The moist forests of the Chocó-Darién, separated from the Amazon by the Andes, are 
rich in biodiversity. There are still intact forest areas, despite continuing large-scale 
forest loss. Protected areas are helping, along with efforts to introduce carbon credit 
schemes and sustainable forest management. 

CHOCÓ-DARIÉN

Responses
Protected areas Protected areas and indigenous territories cover over 

2.5Mha of the Chocó. They are generally successful[2], 
although losses have been noted by the Ministry of 
Environment in Colombia[10].

Carbon trading The Chocó-Darién Conservation Corridor leverages 
carbon credits to protect community-owned forests on 
Colombia’s Atlantic coast[11].

Sustainable 
production

WWF is supporting sustainable production capacities 
of local communities in Ecuador in order to reduce 
agricultural frontier expansion.

Policy initiatives The 5 Great Forests Initiative is a multi-government 
initiative to protect Mesoamerican forests, including the 
Darien; its aims include eliminating illegal cattle ranching. 
In Ecuador, the Socio Bosque programme provides 
economic support for poorer private and communal 
landholders who maintain forest cover, and the country’s 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and REDD+ 
strategy prioritizes the Choco.

Sustainable 
forestry

Some sustainable harvesting methods have been 
introduced in Panama[12].

Land-use zoning A major land-use planning exercise by WWF has 
identified priority areas for conservation[13].

Restoration Forest restoration in the Ecuadorian Choco has been 
prioritised in the government’s National Reforestation 
Plan.

Deployment  
at wider scale

Actively used  
and expanding

Project-specific, 
experimental

Underlying causes
Population growth, insecure tenure, corruption and armed conflict. New roads, 
railroads, ports and oil infrastructure are planned[2].

Main outcomes
Much of the area remains intact, but efforts have yet to reduce the rate of forest 
loss significantly; indeed, it has been increasing in some parts. There are now some 
government commitments to limit the scale of conversion.

Recommended future actions
 ● Establish more protected areas. 
 ● As much of the forest will continue to be used, explore alternatives that retain 

forest cover, including particularly carbon credits.

Countries, region Ecuador, Colombia, Panama

Forest type Lowland and mountain tropical forest, mangrove 

Total area 1.3Mha

Forest area in 2018 1.1Mha (85.3% of total deforestation front area)

Forest loss 2004-2017 0.03Mha (2.3% of forest area in 2000)

Location of 
deforestation

Mainly in Ecuador[1]

Total forest core area 
in 2018

0.6Mha (54.4% of forests in 2018)

Fragmented forests 
2000-2018

0.05Mha (4.2% of forest area in 2000)

Accumulated burned 
area, 2002-2019

0.02Mha (2.1% of forest area in 2000)

Deforestation trend Decreased until 2015, but has increased again in 
recent years

Future trends Analyses project losses over 30-40 years of 
~1.5Mha (9% of total)[2]

Drivers of deforestation 
Cattle ranching The most significant driver overall[3] and the largest 

agent of change in 2010-2015 in all three countries 
(94% in Panama, 76% in Colombia, and 59% in 
Ecuador)[4].

Smallholder 
farming

Relatively small-scale farming, including coca 
production[5], bananas[6] and oil palm[7], is responsible 
for much of forest loss in Colombia and Panama and is 
important in Ecuador[4].

Large-scale 
agriculture

Significant, particularly in Colombia and Ecuador 
(mainly oil palm).

Mining 
operations

Concessions covered over 960,000ha by 2011 and 
there are 20 oil blocks in Colombia[2]. Most current 
mining is illegal, uncontrolled and thus hard to 
measure[8].

Road  
expansion

Road building and proximity to roads[9] are both 
important drivers of forest loss in some areas.

Urban  
expansion

Small impact[9].

 Primary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Secondary cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
 Less important cause of forest loss and/or severe degradation
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