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The Global Forest & Trade Network is WWF’s initiative to combat illegal logging and drive 
improvements in forest management while transforming the global marketplace into a force for 
saving the world’s valuable and threatened forests. By strengthening the links between companies 
committed to achieving and supporting responsible forestry, GFTN creates market conditions that help 
conserve forests while providing economic and social benefits to the businesses and people that depend 
on them. First established in 1991 by WWF, GFTN is the world’s longest-running and largest forest 
and trade programme of its kind, providing structured support for a wide range of players involved in 
forest products markets. WWF, through GFTN’s global-to-local approach and on-the-ground presence, 
provides a framework that combines market stimulation and application of field-based technical 
assistance in over 25 countries.

GFTN’s Annual Report 2013 reflects upon the successes and achievements within the programme and 
progress in responsible forestry and trade during Fiscal Year 2013 (July 2012 – June 2013).

More information about GFTN is available at gftn.panda.org. 
 
This publication is made possible thanks to the support of IKEA, Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (Norad) and WWF-Norway. The contents are the responsibility of WWF/GFTN and the 
views in the document do not necessarily reflect those of IKEA or Norad.

Cover image: A proboscis monkey survey at Kandelia. © Joko Sarjito / WWF-Indonesia
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AFRICA AND 
CONGO BASIN:
■ 1.26 million 

hectares 
managed by 
GFTN 
participants

CAMEROON:
■ GFTN participants 

manage over 
500,000 hectares 
of FSC certified 
forests in 
Cameroon, 
representing 50% 
of total FSC area

INDONESIA:
■ GFTN participants manage over 

300,000 hectares of FSC certified 
forests in Indonesia, representing �
20% of total FSC area 

NORTH AMERICA: 
■ GFTN participants 

in North America 
trade over 179 
million m3 of 
forest products

RUSSIA:
■ 38% of FSC certified forests are 

managed by GFTN participants
■ GFTN participants manage 15%  of 

total production forests

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN:
■ 1.54 million hectares managed by GFTN 

participants
■ GFTN participants manage over 1.3  

million hectares of FSC certified forests, 
representing 14% of total FSC area

■ GFTN participants support more than 
600 families in community-based forest 
enterprises
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PERU:
■ 88% of FSC certified areas are 

managed by GFTN participants

WESTERN EUROPE:
■ 81 GFTN participants trade over 150 million 

m3 of forest products

ASIA PACIFIC:
■ 3.5 million hectares 

production forests managed 
by GFTN participants, of 
which 65% is FSC certified

■ Total annual sales of wood 
products by GFTN 
participants reached 4.5 
billion USD

CONGO BASIN

WWF PRIORITY PLACES
GFTN’S GLOBAL PRESENCE NEARLY 7.4 MILLION HECTARES OF FORESTS MANAGED 

BY GFTN PARTICIPANTS ARE IN WWF PRIORITY PLACES
■ ■ TOTAL CERTIFIED AREA: 180,479,879 ha

■  NUMBER OF COUNTRIES: 79
■  TOTAL NUMBER OF CERTIFICATES: 1211
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YEAR IN REVIEW
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In the past year WWF launched the Living Forest 
Report which focused on the future for the world’s 
forests and the role that production forests will have to 
play  It sought to address questions such as how can we 
meet the rising demand for wood-based products while 

conserving the world’s forests?

The report suggested that the amount of wood we take from forests and 
plantations each year may need to triple by 2050  This growing market for 
wood can motivate good stewardship that safeguards forests – or destroy the 
very places where wood grows, including many of WWF’s priority places  The 
challenge for programmes like GFTN and the companies we engage with is to 
find ways to produce more wood and fibre without destroying or degrading 
forests, in a world where competition for land and water is increasing 

The report suggested that it’s possible, but it is a challenge that spans the whole 
supply chain, from where and how wood is grown and harvested to how wisely 
and efficiently it is processed, used and reused. For GFTN and those we work 
with this has always been our agenda – to work through the whole value chain 
to promote responsible management and trade and to find ways to make good 
forestry pay 

For the past two years, GFTN has sought ways to further take responsible 
management and trade into the mainstream, to in effect make good 
management practices standard practices  This strategy manifests itself in 
many different ways across our portfolio of work. Working with the giants of 
the forest products sector, such as International Paper or Ikea and other large 
volume users is one great way of spreading the message and changing how 
business is conducted  At the other end of the spectrum in terms of scale we 
have continued to find ways to impact some of the smallest of organisations, 
such as our work with communities in Peru and Bolivia — the common 
denominator being that we must make forests valued and valuable  “A forest 
that pays is a forest that stays” was perhaps the quote of the year and looking 
forward it is going to be even more of a challenge than it is today if we see a 
world where more forest will be brought in to production or facing liquidation 
due to competing land uses 

Over the years certification has evolved to become many things to many people. 
FSC has continued to grow and continued to play a key role in incentivising 
forest managers at all scales to improve their practices  The market support 
for certification has continued to be an extremely potent force in driving these 
improvements. As we reflect on a year of achievement and look forward to new 
challenges it is more vital than ever that we keep the pressure on and keep 
working together in partnership with enlightened industry to ensure we have 
living forests in to the distant future 

This report is just a snapshot of the diversity and range of achievements of 
GFTN and its participants  These achievements are built upon the willingness 
of WWF’s staff in the programme to continue to motivate and at times cajole 
industry to take risks and to show what can be done  It is also a tribute to those 
organisations that we have worked with and those who have funded our work 
for without them there would be little to show 

George White  
george.white@wwf.panda.org

MESSAGE FROM  
GFTN HEAD, 

GEORGE WHITE

George White, GFTN Head
© WWF/GFTN
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MAINSTREAMING 
RESPONSIBLE FORESTRY AND 

TRADE AROUND THE WORLD
Changing business as usual
Demand for wood is expected to triple between 2010 and 2050, and humanity is 
likely to use more wood in more ways as the future unfolds, according to the WWF 
Living Forests Report  But to ensure that this demand is met, production forests 
– which form a vital part of the global forest resource and face increasing pressure 
to convert to other land uses — must be managed responsibly  It is imperative that 
industry steps up to improve management practices and clean up their supply 
chains. The urgency to act quickly and efficiently cannot be overstated if future 
demand is to be met and to not come at a cost global biodiversity cannot pay 

GFTN, the world’s longest-running forest and trade programme of its kind, is 
ramping up efforts to increase the capacity of companies to practice sustainability 
and to share knowledge about responsible forestry issues  In 2012, GFTN 
embarked on a new vision with a fresh global strategy aimed at tackling the issue of 
mainstreaming responsible forestry and trade and combating illegal logging  

As a global network with operations in over 25 
countries, GFTN’s impact is far-reaching and 
broad  GFTN’s strategy – aligned with WWF’s 
existing work in the forest sector – reflects 
our vision that the industry must play a vital 
role in shaping a future where there is zero net 
deforestation and degradation in WWF’s priority 
places  GFTN participants are already making 
huge strides in that arena — around half of the 
global demand for FSC products is generated by 
current GFTN participants and GFTN has been a 
vital force in creating market demand for credible 
certification.

GFTN’s new strategy is focused on ensuring that 
responsible forest management and trade become 
mainstream practices amongst industry and that 
the private sector becomes the champion for 
sustainability in the future  What truly matters 
is the process of changing behaviour and values 
that ultimately results in valuable conservation 
benefits.

“If production forests are managed 
sustainably and wood products are 
used efficiently or replace others 
with a heavier footprint, this should 
be good for the planet.”  
– WWF Living Forests Report

GFTN’S 2020 GOAL
Responsible forest management and trade become mainstream practice amongst 
forest-dependent sectors by 2020, contributing to Zero Net Deforestation and 
Degradation in production forests in WWF’s priority places  

GFTN’s influence spans the entire forest product supply chain — from the forest floor 
to the retail shelf. GFTN aids companies in achieving and maintaining credible forest 
certification and procuring responsibly harvested wood products to ensure that the 
world’s valuable forests are preserved for generations to come.

WWF APPROACH TO IMPROVING BUSINESS PRACTICES



What do we want to see achieved by 2020?
n Forest stewards are cultivated among sector leaders in the industry, proving 

the feasibility of and making the business case for responsible forest 
management and trade, and helping other companies comply with new and 
existing timber trade legislation.

n Business models and best practices for achieving responsible forestry 
and trade are embraced by industry leaders and associations, with GFTN 
knowledge, tools, and resources helping the industry bring responsible forest 
management and trade into the mainstream 

n The value of standing forests is widely recognized, and credible certification 
remains a valuable proposition for businesses 

How will we get there?
n Cultivate partnerships for the future: GFTN strongly believes that we can 

achieve more working collectively with like-minded organizations that share 
our goal and vision than in silos  Such coordination will be needed on all 
fronts to deliver on our goal to mainstream responsible forestry and trade  In 
2012-13, GFTN was a critical part of regional partnerships such as Responsible 
Asia Forestry and Trade (RAFT), and will continue to develop such links both 
at the NGO and corporate level in the future   

n Expand knowledge of responsible forestry: GFTN supports credible 
certification as one of the key mechanisms to ensuring that companies are 
managing forests and sourcing timber and fibre responsibly. Over the course 
of the next few years, one of our primary goals is to expand knowledge of 
credible certification schemes through scientific research and development, 
particularly looking at its impact in tropical countries, where illegal and 
destructive logging practices are most rampant  

7WWF GFTN ANNUAL REPORT 2013

Rainforest stream, Olympic National Park, Washington, USA. © Fritz Pölking / WWF
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GFTN-North America signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
National Wood Flooring Association (NWFA) to boost both organisations’ efforts 
to expand responsible forestry in a collaborative way.

The agreement is designed to provide greater expertise and information to wood 
flooring buyers and suppliers so they can mitigate the risk of unsustainably 
produced timber in their supply chain 

As part of the agreement, GFTN’s technical experts offer NWFA member 
companies, which number about 3,000, valuable information on high-risk species 
and regions and guidance on ways to mitigate risks in their supply chains; more 
information on methods such as closer supplier engagement, implementing robust 
due care practices for legality, and sourcing FSC-certified wood; and utilising 
lesser-known species that can take pressure off of rare species that are at risk of 
overharvesting  

The collaboration also encourages market links between companies committed to 
responsible forestry and raises awareness of WWF’s priority 
places – Amazon, Southeast Asia, Congo Basin, China, 
Russian Far East and North American forests – among US 
flooring companies.

NWFA has its own Responsible Procurement Programme 
(RPP), which is patterned after GFTN’s stepwise approach  
RPP’s goal is to harness the power of the US wood flooring 
industry through its members to promote environmentally 
and socially responsible forest management and highlight FSC 
certification as the lead standard for the industry.

WWF AND 
NWFA SIGN 

MEMORANDUM 
TO EXPAND 

RESPONSIBLE 
FORESTRY

FSC certified wood, Vietnam © Ngan Nguyen Thi Phuong / WWF-Vietnam
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“This collaboration has already made an 
impact on NWFA members,” says NWFA 
President & CEO, Michael Martin. “At our 
2013 Wood Flooring Expo in Dallas this 
past April, GFTN presented an education 
session about Responsible Wood Sourcing 
to our attendees. The session provided 
information about reducing risk in areas 
that historically have had problems with 
deforestation, which is especially important 
with the current attention being given to 
potential Lacey Act violations. NWFA will 
continue to look to GFTN to provide our 
members with the information they need to 
demonstrate Lacey compliance due care.”



Forest products export company Forexco obtained certification for nearly 1,500 
hectares of its forests in Da Nang city, Quang Nam province, becoming the first 
GFTN forest participant to achieve FSC certification in Vietnam.

“It’s challenging for private small and medium companies to follow FSC because of 
high investment of management, the high costs for certification and other technical 
requirements. GFTN-Vietnam is happy to support Forexco to lift its management 
systems to a sustainable level that meets international environmental, social and 
economic standards,” says Le Cong Uan, Coordinator, GFTN-Vietnam.

Forexco’s pursuit of FSC certification started in 2006. In addition to its latest 
certification, four of its factories are chain of custody (CoC) certified testifying to its 
sustainable and controlled supply chain from raw materials to final products.

Forexco’s responsible forestry methods are not only benefitting the international 
market, their positive impact are just as felt at home 

“Thanks to Forexco, we’ve had stable work for nearly 20 years,” says 43-year-
old farmer Le Xuyen who has been working with Forexco for years. “We were 
trained under FSC rules and standards, and were told how to protect our forests ” 
Households such as Xuyen’s who tend to the company’s 180-hectare forest in Da 
Nang earn about VND5 million (US$245) each month, which is enough to allow 
them to afford a family car.

FIRST GFTN-
VIETNAM FOREST 

PARTICIPANT 
ACHIEVES FSC 

CERTIFICATION

Forexco plantation in Quangnam, Vietnam. © Angel Llavero / WWF
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GFTN-Iberia held the first FSC Cork Business Meeting in September in Cáceres, 
Spain, bringing together more than 50 Portuguese and Spanish forest owners, 
distributors, public officials and members of the cork industry and wineries 
involved in FSC certification.

The meeting focused on the threats facing the cork industry and the growth of the 
wine industry as a unique opportunity to expand FSC certified cork. Attendees also 
discussed how the FSC logo can be used strategically to increase awareness about 
the cork oak forests as one of the richest ecological ecosystems in the world 

More than 15 billion cork stoppers are produced 
every year, according to WWF estimates, and 
almost 70 per cent of them are sold to the wine 
industry, hence the vital role that wines play in 
maintaining the economic and environmental 
values of cork and the cork oak forests 

“One of the most important conclusions reached 
in the meeting was the need to get retailers 
involved in the use of FSC cork stoppers,” said 
Elena Dominguez, GFTN-Iberia Manager in 
Spain  “It is important that retailers take this 
step to preserve these threatened forests ”

GFTN HOLDS 
FIRST FSC CORK 

BUSINESS 
MEETING
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“It is crucial for the survival of the 
cork sector that all stakeholders 
along the cork chain of value 
better communicate that when 
popping a bottle with an FSC cork 
stopper, we are contributing to the 
conservation of one of the richest 
ecological ecosystems in the world,” 
said Rui Barreira, GFTN-Iberia 
Manager in Portugal.

The FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship may be an internationally 
recognised standard for responsible forest management. But to accurately reflect 
the diverse legal, social and geographical conditions of forests in different parts 
of the world, the international standard needs to be adapted at the regional or 
national level 

The FSC Principles and Criteria therefore require the addition of indicators 
adapted to regional or national conditions to be implemented at the forest 
management unit (FMU) level  The FSC Principles and Criteria together with a 
set of such indicators accredited by FSC constitute an FSC Forest Stewardship 
Standard 

The Congo Basin Regional Standard came into effect on the 1st of September 
2012 to improve consistency and transparency in certification decisions between 

different Certification Bodies (CBs) in the Congo Basin region 
and so enhance the credibility of the FSC certification scheme 
in the region as a whole  The Regional Standard shall be used 
by all CBs operating in the region of Cameroon, Republic of 
Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African 
Republic and Equatorial Guinea 

By engaging in this process at various levels - from 
participating in the working group developing the standard, 
to facilitating numerous stakeholder consultations - the 
regional GFTN team has played a crucial role in reaching this 
important milestone for certification in the region.

FSC APPROVES 
CONGO BASIN 

REGIONAL 
STANDARD

Tropical Rainforest, Gabon.  
© Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon

Wineries, sommeliers and consumers among others share their views on the use of FSC certified 
cork. © Marta Barata / WWF-Mediterranean Programme Office
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WWF released the fourth chapter of its Living Forests Report, with a 
comprehensive focus on forests and wood products, and how we can meet future 
demand for wood products within the finite resources of one planet.

The report projects that by 2050, rising population and demand, as well as an 
increase in use of wood for bioenergy, could triple the amount of wood society 
takes from forests and plantations each year 

The latest chapter in the Living Forests series explores the many values and uses 
of wood; its footprint relative to alternative materials; the current and future 
demand for wood products; the relationship between wood production and the 
conservation of other forest values; and the various options for producing wood 

The chapter concludes with broad solutions that will enable humanity to optimise 
the use and benefits of wood without diminishing the natural capital in the world’s 
forests  These include: (1) more recycling in countries with low recovery rates; 
(2) resource efficiency and fairer consumption patterns; (3) plantations to reduce 
pressure on natural forests; (4) well-managed forests; and (5) advancement of 
bioenergy technology to meet the crucial energy challenge 

WWF LIVING 
FORESTS 

CHAPTER 4 
RELEASED
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WWF LIVING FORESTS REPORT: CHAPTER 4

FORESTS AND  
WOOD PRODUCTS

2012

REPORT
INT

“We are living as if we have an extra planet at our 
disposal,” says Jim Leape, Director General, WWF 
International. “We are using 50 per cent more resources 
than the Earth can provide, and unless we change course 
that number will grow very fast – by 2030, even two 
planets will not be enough.”

http://www.panda.org/livingforests
http://www.panda.org/livingforests
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GFTN-UK, together with the British Standards Institution (BSI), launched a guide 
to help companies meet new standards under the EU Timber Regulation and 
minimise risks in their supply chain 

PAS 2021:2012 – Exercising due diligence in establishing the legal origin of 
timber and timber products – Guide to Regulation (EU 995/2010) provides users 
with guidance on their legal obligations towards compliance with the relatively new 
EUTR, as well as good practice operating standards for responsible procurement 
and supply 

The publication represents the culmination of a two-year collaborative process 
between GFTN-UK and BSI  With comprehensive coverage of (1) companies 
affected by EUTR and their obligations; (2) the due diligence system; (3) risk 
assessment and mitigation; and (4) good practice for a beyond compliance 
approach, it will be a useful guide for companies that engage the EU market 
whether directly or indirectly 

Since the original publication, two 
translations have been released: 
Vietnamese and Chinese 

GFTN-UK 
LAUNCHES 

GUIDANCE TO 
SUPPORT EUTR
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PAS 2021:2012

Exercising due diligence in establishing the  
legal origin of timber and timber products –  
Guide to Regulation (EU) No 995/2010

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/pas2021.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/pas2021.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/huong_dan_eutr___viet_final.pdf
http://www.wwfchina.org/content/press/publication/2013/PASchinese2013.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/pas2021.pdf
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WWF ANNOUNCES 
53 WINNERS OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PAPER 

AWARDS 2012 WWF recognised a total of 53 winners of the Environmental Paper Awards 2012 - 
seven paper producers and 46 paper brands - in the categories “Transparency” and 
“Best Environmental Performance Paper Brands ”

The awards for the “Transparency” category went to: Arjowiggins Graphic, Lenzing 
Papier, Metsä Board, Mondi, SCA, Steinbeis Papier and UPM for providing public 
information on the environmental footprint of more than 50 per cent of their 
papers in one or more product categories on WWF’s Check Your Paper website 

The 46 third-party audited papers that won under the “Best Environmental 
Performance Paper Brands” category scored at least 90 per cent of achievable 
scores in WWF’s eco-rating and/or the maximum five-star ranking in all 
performance categories: forest, water and climate  The award-winning 46 brands 
cover coated, uncoated, newsprint and tissue papers and come from 10 producers/
merchants: Arjowiggins Graphic, Lenzing Papier, Mondi, SCA, Steinbeis Papier, 
UPM, Antalis McNaughton, Kimberly-Clark, Leipa and Van Houtum.

WWF’s global database of eco-rated paper products, Check Your Paper, is an 
important global benchmarking and transparency tool for companies on the forest, 
climate and water footprint of their pulp and paper products 

WWF’s Check Your Paper provides companies with an internal self-check first, 
without the need for publishing the results  Registering and applying WWF’s 
method for internal purposes can support a company’s risk assessment as well 
as identify continual improvement opportunities  WWF encourages companies 
to promote supply chain transparency and to make their scores public on WWF’s 
website  This can provide important environmental credentials to a company’s 
products in business-to-business information sharing  It allows responsible 
buyers around the world to notice well performing brands and gives credit for the 
transparency of the producers 

http://checkyourpaper.panda.org/
http://checkyourpaper.panda.org/
http://checkyourpaper.panda.org/
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More than 30 per cent of 
German children books, 
produced in Asia, were found 
to contain significant amounts 
of mixed tropical hardwood fibres characteristic of natural forest destruction 
in a survey conducted by WWF-Germany  This represents only a marginal 
improvement since 2009 in a similar survey, where nearly 40 per cent of books 
contained such fibres. 

The relatively small decrease can be attributed to the increased production of 
books in China and large scale sourcing of pulp from irresponsibly harvested 
timber in Indonesia and other tropical forest countries  German book imports 
today from Asia remain at a high of 40 per cent, while the import of books from 
China and Hong Kong have increased twelvefold since 2000  

WWF continues to rally book publishers in Germany to play their part in 
eradicating forest destruction through the use of recycled paper or FSC-certified 
fibre from responsible forest management.

Publishing houses who have committed to recycled or FSC certified paper sourcing 
since the first WWF survey include Holtzbrinck-Group, Kosmos Verlag Lingen 
Verlag or Oetinger Verlag, with Random House Germany being a pioneer in 
responsible sourcing from even earlier 

The WWF West Africa Forest Programme 
Office released a timber legality guide 
entitled A Guide for the Timber Exporter 
and Importer from Ghana and Liberia 
following a 17-month project on 
“Facilitating compliance with FLEGT 
and EUTR in Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and 
Liberia” 

GFTN also facilitated the development 
of a strategy document for civil society 
organisations in environment, forest 
and social sectors looking to present 
a common front in the negotiation 
and implementation of a Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) in Cote 
d’Ivoire 

Beyond providing guidance for timber 
companies, both publications are designed 
to assist other civil society organisations 
in developing community educational 
programmes on forest management  
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A number of German children’s 
books on rainforests are among 
titles published on paper that’s 

derived from destroying rainforests. 
© WWF-Germany

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/ghana___liberia_timber_legality_guide.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/ghana___liberia_timber_legality_guide.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/ghana___liberia_timber_legality_guide.pdf
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Increasingly Russia’s printing industry is being recognised for its key role in 
promoting responsible forest management and trade and credible certification. By 
late 2012 and early 2013, the total FSC certified in the country increased to 33.4 
million hectares, an 11 per cent increase compared to the end of 2011  Between 
October and December 2012, 17 new chain of custody certificates were issued, 
including three printing houses, which raised the number of certified printing 
houses to 13 

Growing domestic demand for packaging and labelling as well as printing 
technology has elevated the status of Russia’s printing sector as a leading paper 
product consumer  Between 2001 and 2011 alone, the production of paper and 
paperboard in Russia increased by more than 25 per cent 

Today, the FSC logo is well-recognised and FSC-certified office paper, both 
domestic and imported, is easily available in shops. Some 40 per cent of all office 
and offset paper produced in Russia is FSC-certified while almost all newsprint and 
market pulp are produced at FSC-certified mills. More than 600 million cartons 
of Tetra Pak packaging were marked with the FSC logo in Russia in 2013  In 
addition, many publications of leading environment organisations such as WWF, 
Greenpeace and other NGOs are printed on FSC paper by Russian printing houses  
In June 2012, WWF and FSC launched the second phase of the FSC promotion 
campaign to raise demand for certified products in the domestic market. This 
phase includes the release of three videos, two booklets and online publicity 
designed to raise public awareness about credible certification. The project aims to 
help the private sector develop environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial and 

economically viable forest management policies and 
procurement 

The 18-month-long campaign builds upon the 
momentum from the first phase of the campaign that 
was launched by WWF-Russia in 2009 The campaign 
was designed to raise awareness among retailers, 
government and municipalities, as well as individual 
consumers on certification as the best mechanism to 
ensure that Russia’s forests are responsibly managed for 
the future  The campaign resulted in greater awareness 
and demand for FSC publications, in turn leading to 
the certification of 13 printing houses, including one in 
Sochi for the 2014 winter Olympic Games 

RUSSIA’S PRINTING 
INDUSTRY GAINS 

INFLUENCE IN 
FOREST PRODUCTS 

SECTOR

Pechoro-Ilychskiy Nature Reserve, Russian Federation. © Per Angelstam / WWF-Canon

Juniper tree, Central Kopetdagh 
Nature Reserve, Turkmenistan.  
© Hartmut Jungius / WWF-Canon
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INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS 

ROUNDTABLES 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 

FORESTRY

As part of its implementation of market link activities and tools, GFTN-NACD 
organised two successful international business roundtables for responsible forest 
products: in Panama City in March 2013, where about US $650,000 of trade deals 
were negotiated, and in Medellin, Colombia in September 2013 which achieved 
about US $3.8 million in trade.

The meeting in Panama was followed by a workshop with the authorities, non-
government organisations, media outlets, and other key actors to plan future 
dissemination strategies of the Panamanian national campaign for responsible 
purchasing of timber and sustainable forest management which GFTN-NACD took 
a principal role in organising 

JULY
2013

AUGUST
2013

SEPTEMBER
2013

OCTOBER
2013

NOVEMBER
2013

DECEMBER
2013

JANUARY
2013

FEBRUARY
2013

MARCH
2013

APRIL
2013

MAY
2013

JUNE
2013

Sunrise at the Orinoco River. © Miguel Pacheco / WWF-NACD

The annual GFTN NACD 
Business Roundtable For 
Responsible Purchasing.

© Miguel Pacheco / WWF-NACD
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GFTN 
LAUNCHES ITS 

PARTICIPANTS-
ONLY PORTAL 

MyGFTN

INTERNATIONAL 
PAPER JOINS 
GFTN-NORTH 

AMERICA

GFTN launched MyGFTN, the internal website for GFTN participants, featuring 
exclusive tools and guides such as the risk assessment tool, online courses on 
the GFTN stepwise approach and responsible purchasing and chain of custody 
certification, and country profiles to assist buyers of wood products in evaluating 
and reducing sourcing risk, among others  

International Paper (IP) has joined GFTN-
North America and promptly announced a set 
of voluntary goals in 2012, including one focused 
on increasing third-party certified wood fibre 
by 15 per cent by 2020 compared to 2010 levels 

The company, which is the world’s largest paper 
and packaging company, says it hopes that it can 
use its purchasing power to drive improvements 
in responsible forestry around the globe 

In addition, IP says it will support WWF’s efforts 
to protect forests holding “particular 
value” for their biodiversity, landscape and 
socioeconomic benefits. The company is also 
committed to chain of custody certification, 
providing additional assurance that wood 
products from certified and responsibly 
managed forests are tracked throughout the 
supply chain 

In the US, IP has increased its sourcing of Forest 
Stewardship Council certified fibre by more 
than 1 million tonnes over the past five years, 
and expects to triple that increase by the end of 2014. While IP supports multiple 
certification standards, the company has developed a specific model for increasing 
its supply of FSC-certified fibre in the Southeastern United States. In Brazil, 
International Paper’s operations source approximately 75 per cent of its pulp wood 
from FSC-certified sources.
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Since its establishment in 1991, GFTN has developed a range 
of tools that are designed to help companies keep abreast of 
changes in the legal landscape. The Risk Assessment Tool, a 
key feature of MyGFTN, aims to help participants reduce the 
risk of illegally harvested timber in their supply chain. The 
tool provides basic guidance to participants in performing 
risk assessments at an introductory level.

International Papers FSC certified tree farm, Mississippi, 
U.S. © International Paper

http://gftn.panda.org/login/
http://gftn.panda.org/login/
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FSC CERTIFIED 
FORESTS IN 
CAMEROON 

EXCEED A MILLION 
HECTARES

Société Forestière et Industrielle de la Doumé (SFID), a subsidiary of French 
timber company Rougier and GFTN participant, achieved FSC certification for 
three concessions covering 285,667 hectares  Beside environmentally sound forest 
management, SFID respects the rights of indigenous people and helps ensure the 
social and economic well-being of local communities – all fundamental principles 
of FSC certification. Another breakthrough in this achievement is the protection 
the certification offers to the critical habitat of Great Apes.

It is the first large increase in FSC certification in the region in several years, and 
brings the certified area in Cameroon to over 1 million hectares. European markets 
have mainly been concentrating on preventing imports of illegally logged timber; 
few forestry companies have been looking to go beyond legal compliance  By 
embracing voluntary certification, SFID has sent an important reminder that legal 
timber is only the first step towards responsible timber.

“Certification in tropical forests is hugely challenging 
because of weak governance, complex social issues and the 
amazing biodiversity that needs protecting,” says Daniel 
Tiveau, Regional GFTN Manager for Central Africa. “But it 
can also bring huge benefits, for the same reasons.”

Plant species used against malaria, Cameroon rainforest. © Edward Parker / WWF-Canon
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WWF RELEASES 
REPORT ON 

ILLEGAL LOGGING 
IN THE RUSSIAN 

FAR EAST

WWF released the report Illegal Logging in the Russian Far East: Global Demand 
and Taiga Destruction, a detailed look into the issue of illegal logging in Russia’s 
far east region  

WWF’s on-the-ground study of the region from 2004-2011 showed that the volume 
of Mongolian oak – the most valuable hardwood species – logged for export to 
China exceeded authorised logging volumes by two to four times. From China, 
where it is made into flooring and furniture, much of it was routed to the US, 
Japan and Europe  

“Global companies that are importing Chinese furniture and flooring made from 
Far Eastern hardwoods face major risks of violating legislation such as US Lacey 
Act, EU Timber Regulations and Japanese Green Purchasing Policy,” the report 
states  

The illegal logging, which is focused on Mongolian oak, Manchurian ash, Japanese 
elm, Amur linden and Manchurian linden, leads to degradation of key habitats 
of tigers and their prey, reduction in critical food supply for these species, and 
increased human pressure (poaching) in previously remote areas due to the 
construction of forest roads for the new prohibited activities 

The report highlights the prevalence of illegal access to protected areas on the 
pretext of removing dead or diseased trees, and appeals to the government for 
law enforcement officials who can work with local citizens and non-government 
organisation representatives to regularly patrol high-risk areas 

The report also lays out recommendations on mitigating the risk of sourcing 
from the Russian Far East, which includes only procuring from certified sources, 
particularly in the case of products made from Russian oak, ash, elm or linden; 
or if FSC is not available, to exercise rigorous diligence in verifying the source 
with comprehensive legality and traceability systems. The report also exhorts 
companies to be prepared to avoid any wood products made from hardwoods that 
could be of Russian Far East origin (oak, ash, elm and linden) if they either cannot 
find a certified supply or develop a rigorous legality confirmation procedure with 
their suppliers 
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After illegal logging in the forest buffer of the Armu River, Primorsky Province. © WWF-Russia

A forest ranger measures illegally-logged 
Amur linden in Primorsky Province, Russian 
Far East. © WWF-Russia

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/eng/776
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/publ/book/eng/776
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GFTN AND 
TRAFFIC UPDATE 

THE CHINA 
NATIONAL 
LEGALITY 

FRAMEWORK

GFTN and TRAFFIC have updated the National Legality Framework for China with 
support from the Responsible Asia Forestry & Trade partnership (RAFT), funded 
by the Australian and US governments and with support from IKEA  The updates 
include new information on Australia’s legislation to prohibit the import of illegal 
timber and the EU Timber Regulation 

The Common Framework for Assessing Legality of Forestry Operations, Timber 
Processing and Trade - also known as the Common Legality Framework - is 
a simple checklist developed by GFTN and TRAFFIC to enable governments, 
companies, auditors and other stakeholders to access and understand relevant 
aspects of laws, regulations, administrative circulars and contractual obligations 
that affect forestry operations, timber processing and trade. When the Common 
Legality Framework is applied to a specific country, this is known as a National 
Legality Framework  

Visit the GFTN website for more information, and to access the full suite of 
National Legality Frameworks 
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Speakers at the GFTN/TRAFFIC’s Legality Training Workshop in Pizhou, Jiangsu Province (October 2013). © WW-China

http://gftn.panda.org/traffic/
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1

A GUIDE TO LESSER KNOWN TROPICAL TIMBER SPECIES
JULY 2013

GLOBAL
FOREST 
&TRADE
NETWORK

WWF/GFTN 
RELEASES GUIDE 

TO LESSER 
KNOWN TROPICAL 

TIMBER SPECIES

Many tropical forest concessions support a multitude of lesser-known timber 
species (LKTS), a great number of which have an unfulfilled sustainable 
production potential  If the market for LKTS can be developed, it will also help take 
the demand pressure off of traditional well-known species, to avoid their being 
harvested into extinction.

WWF/GFTN released a unique guide designed to provide information on these 
often overlooked LKTS as an initial step to educate buyers in consumer markets 
on their use  The guide details more than 50 possible alternative species and their 
potential end uses, as well as information on FSC certified GFTN participants able 
to supply those species  
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AFRICAN MAHOGANY
(Khaya ivorensis)

AFRICAN WALNUT 
(Lovoa trichilioides)

AFRORMOSIA 
(Pericopsis elata) 

ASH 
(Fraxinus spp.)

BIRCH (Betula spp.)

BOSSE (Guarea spp.)

BOXWOOD (Buxus spp.)

BRAZILIAN MAHOGANY 
(Swietenia macrophylla)

BRAZILIAN ROSEWOOD 
(Dalbergia nigra)

DARK & LIGHT RED MERANTI 
(Shorea spp.)

AFRICAN CANARIUM (Canarium schweinfurthii)
ANDIROBA (Carapa guianensis, Carapa procera)
SANTA MARIA (Calophyllum brasiliense)

ANDIROBA (Carapa guianensis, Carapa procera)
SANTA MARIA (Calophyllum brasiliense)

GUARIUBA (Clarisia racemosa)
TIMBAUBA (Enterolobium schomburgkii)

AFRICAN CELTIS (Celtis mildbraedii/ zenkeri)
LOTOFA (Sterculia rhinopetala)

GUARIUBA (Clarisia racemosa)

KANDA (Beilschmiedia mannii)

GUARIUBA (Clarisia racemosa)

ANDIROBA (Carapa guianensis, Carapa procera)
OBOTO (Mammea africana)

OGEA (Daniellia ogea)

GERONGGANG (Cratoxylon arborescens)

USING THIS SPECIES... END USES...

GARDEN
FURNITURE

INTERIOR
FURNITURE

VENEER

DECKING

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

FLOORING

WINDOW 
FRAMES

ENGINEERING &
CONSTRUCTION

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES
Click on any alternative species for more details. Click on end uses to view alternative species by end use.

ALTERNATIVE SPECIES

LAUAN, SERAYA

BAHIA ROSEWOOD, 
JACARANDÁ DA BAHIA

BIG LEAF MAHOGANY

BOX

DIAMBE, BLACK GUAREA

AFRICAN TEAK

CONGOWOOD, TIGERWOOD

ACAJOU BASSAM, ACAJOU 
BLANC,  DEKE, ACAJOU

AFRICAN ELEMI, MUPAFU

NATAL STINKWOOD, NATAL ELM

CARAPA, CRAB WOOD

CARAPA, CRAB WOOD

CARAPA, CRAB WOOD

JACAREÚBA, GUANANDI, LANDIM, OLANDIM, 
LANDI, OCURE

JACAREÚBA, GUANANDI, LANDIM, OLANDIM, 
LANDI, OCURE

MURURÉ, TULPAY, MATAPALO, OITY, 
CARACO

MURURÉ, TULPAY, MATAPALO, OITY, 
CARACO

MURURÉ, TULPAY, MATAPALO, OITY, 
CARACO

NSOU, FARO

WAWABIMA

BATIBATRA

AKOK, BOGO

AFRICAN APPLE, BASTARD MAHOGANY

OTHER NAMES OTHER NAMES

1 OF 3

http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_gftn_lkts_guide_final_oct_2013.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_gftn_lkts_guide_final_oct_2013.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_gftn_lkts_guide_final_oct_2013.pdf
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TRANSFORMING
MARKETS

Pine forests. © International Paper
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GFTN-North America 
participants set high goals to 
make a difference 
Forests form about one-third of the total land area on Earth and 
deliver a wealth of environmental and social benefits to all living 
communities  Forests house more than two-thirds of known 
terrestrial biodiversity, and more than 1 6 billion people rely on 
forests for their livelihoods, including the 60 million indigenous 
people who are wholly dependent  The global trade in timber and 
other forest products is estimated at almost US$330 billion per 
year, according to the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). This value, however, multiplies exponentially if the 
myriad of related products that people use every day and often 
take for granted are included, such as paper, charcoal and 
medicine 

Setting and achieving high targets
Transforming markets aims to shift forest product markets away 
from business as usual by engaging large corporations to lead the 
way in setting ambitious goals and targets for strategic market 
transformation  

And in the last fiscal year, North America saw some significant 
inroads made towards those ambitious goals by several of its 
participants. GFTN-NA also expanded its reach to 11 major 
participants, to include the world’s largest pulp and paper 
producer, International Paper  Together, these 11 companies trade 
nearly 180 million m3 of timber and fibre per year, with annual 
revenues of over US$265 billion. 

Transforming markets 
contributes substantially to 
WWF’s overall goal of ensuring 
that by 2020, humanity’s global 
footprint stabilises at levels that 
are sustainable. 

LATIN 
AMERICA & 
CARIBBEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
PACIFIC

© International Paper



24 WWF GFTN ANNUAL REPORT 2013

Hewlett-Packard - Participant 
since 2009
When 100 per cent of Hewlett-Packard’s 
(HP) Everyday Office Papers gained 
Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®)1 certification in North America as 
of early 2013, it was a meaningful achievement in several ways 

It made HP one of the region’s first major original equipment 
manufacturers (OEM) of office paper brands (as per NPD data 2012, 
www.npd.com) to offer a complete portfolio of papers that is entirely 
FSC-certified. It complemented the company’s existing 
fully FSC-certified paper portfolio in Latin America. 
Also noteworthy is that the achievement puts HP well on 
track to achieve its worldwide goal of having 50 per cent 
of its HP-branded paper by tonnage FSC-certified and/or 
contain at least 30 per cent post-consumer waste by 2015 

“Global citizenship and environmental stewardship 
has long been part of HP’s heritage  We have naturally 
extended that commitment into our printing and paper 
businesses  For HP branded papers, responsible forestry 
practices have, and will remain, a central theme for 
our supply chain and development efforts,” says Glen 
Hopkins, Vice President and General Manager, Hewlett-
Packard Co 

Apart from setting its leadership-level sourcing goal, HP also embraced 
creative media opportunities to educate consumers and youth about 
responsible forestry  When Universal Pictures released the movie The 
Lorax, based on the popular children’s book by Dr. Seuss, in 2012, 
HP and WWF joined efforts to educate consumers about responsibly 
managed forests and raise funds to protect the world’s forests  The 
campaign, “Print like the Lorax,” raised over US$89,000 to support 
WWF’s forest conservation efforts, including an initiative to conserve 
mangrove forests and protect the endangered proboscis monkey in 
Indonesia 

“WWF commends HP for its leadership in responsible paper sourcing  
Since joining GFTN in 2009, the company has made significant strides 
in increasing FSC and recycled fibre in its supply chain, and has 
established an ambitious FSC/recycled goal for 2015  By setting this 
robust public target and working hard to meet it, HP is demonstrating 
its commitment to ensuring healthy forests for generations to come,” 
says Linda Walker, Director, GFTN-North America 
1FSC trademark license code FSC-C017543

International Paper - Participant since 2013
GFTN-NA welcomed International Paper (IP) as a participant this year   

Although new to the WWF Network, responsible forestry is hardly new 
to IP, the world’s largest paper and packaging company in the world 

In North America, IP has increased its sourcing of FSC-certified fibre 
by more than 1 million tonnes over the past five years, and expects 

FSC certified forest in Southeastern US.
© International Paper

Everyday Office Papers. © Hewlett Packard
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to more than double that 
increase by the end of 2014  
While IP supports multiple 
certification standards, the 
company has developed a 
highly successful model for 
increasing its supply of FSC-
certified fibre in southeastern 
United States  In Brazil, IP 
sources approximately 75 per 
cent of its pulp wood from 
FSC-certified sources.

“We are delighted that when our customers place orders for our 
products, they are contributing to the existence of tens of millions 
of acres of well-managed working forests  These include places with 
significant biodiversity that require careful management as well 
as plantations that contain purpose-grown wood   Collaborating 
with WWF is an excellent way to demonstrate the commitment 
International Paper has made for more than 100 years to sourcing 
wood the right way,” says Teri Shanahan, Vice-President, 
Sustainability, International Paper   

As a GFTN participant, IP’s expansion into diverse and ecologically 
valuable areas such as China, Russia and India offers strategic 
alignment to the collaboration as WWF seeks to advance its 
understanding of the rapidly growing pulp and paper sector in Asia 

Procter & Gamble - Participant since 2008
At Procter & Gamble (P&G), the world’s largest consumer packaged 
goods company, sights are set equally high  The company has set a 
goal that its pulp purchases for the manufacture of its tissue-towel 
and absorbent hygiene products will be 100 per cent third-party 
certified, and at least 40 per cent FSC-certified for its tissue-towel 
products by 2015 

“While we don’t own or manage forests, we have 
a responsibility through our pulp procurement 
practices to ensure sustainability of the world’s 
forest resources,” says Rick Mcleod, Vice-President 
of Product Supply at P&G.

The company’s Vice-President of Global Sustainability Len Sauers 
adds, “WWF is an invaluable partner, as they have challenged us 
and collaborated to work through the complexities of achieving 
third-party certification for our pulp. We are very proud of this 
commitment, and we are confident we have the plans in place to 
deliver the goals by 2015 ”

Among P&G’s sustainability priorities include initiatives that help 
address challenges of responsibly sourced wood fibre. In April 2013, 
in partnership with WWF, the company embarked on a project that 
aims to aid small landowners in Brazil achieve FSC certification and 
overcome accreditation complexities. The project also seeks to restore 
fragments of Atlantic Forests present on smallholders properties 

Family Care products range from  
Procter & Gamble  

© Procter & Gamble

© International Paper
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DEVELOPING
SUSTAINABLE
LIVELIHOODS

GFTN participants partner with 
indigenous communities to 
promote responsible forestry 
Since becoming the first major conservation organisation to 
formally recognise the rights of indigenous peoples, resulting in 
the establishment of the Statement of Principles on Indigenous 
Peoples and Conservation in 1996 (updated in 2008), WWF 
continually initiates and promotes programmes for the 
empowering of indigenous communities 

Several of these programmes, run in collaboration with GFTN, 
aim to develop and strengthen forest-based operations of 
indigenous and rural communities through equipping and 
transferring of knowledge and skills in the areas of responsible 
forest management and marketing, as well as business 
management and negotiation 

Among the most important regions where these GFTN 
programmes are actively implemented is Latin America, where 
the majestic Amazon is located – an important WWF priority 
place  Increasingly recognised as the world’s largest tropical 
forest and home to a staggering richness and variety of species 
and their habitats, the Amazon covers 6 7 million km2 across 
eight countries and an overseas territory  Here also is where more 
than 30 million people live, including 300 indigenous groups, 
alongside more than 10 per cent of the world’s known species 

At the forefront in protecting the region, WWF has a track 
record in the Amazon of more than 40 years  Today, it remains 
active in seven of the eight Amazon countries (Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, Peru and Venezuela) working with 
governments and indigenous communities  There are a total of 
GFTN 30 participants that manage over 1 5 million hectares of 

WWF is committed to working with 
indigenous peoples, among the 
Earth’s most important stewards, 
to build a future where human 
needs are in harmony with nature.

LATIN 
AMERICA & 
CARIBBEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
PACIFIC

The Consorcio Forestal Amazonico forest, Peru. 
© Diego Pérez / WWF
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forests in this region, of which 1.4 million are FSC certified. These 
participants generate revenues of over US$446 million annually.

These activities undertaken in Peru, Panama and Colombia open 
up new revenue streams, bring economic growth and stability, and 
a pathway to a more sustainable way of life for local communities  
And they are examples of the multiple benefits of effective 
partnerships with indigenous communities to promote responsible 
forestry 

Peru
Puerto Esperanza territory
The indigenous community of Puerto Esperanza in the 
eastern Peruvian Amazon signed an unprecedented contract 
in September 2012 with GFTN participant Consorcio 
Forestal Amazónico (CFA) to jointly manage 800 hectares 
of Peruvian forest  This was followed in less than a year 
by a second agreement for another 800 hectares and more 
than 20 timber species – yet another achievement given that 
almost all companies in Peru work with only two or three 
species  This is set to open up new markets for a range of 
lesser known timber species (LKTS) which bears well for 
the few timber species that have been overharvested in this 
area 

Beyond responsible forest management, the contract has 
led to the development of an innovative partnership model 
between a community and a company to offer greater economic 
value per hectare legally and equitably, thus safeguarding the 
livelihoods of communities through the sale of responsibly 
produced timber 

As a result of this, nearly half of the families from the Ashéninka 
indigenous community of Puerto Esperanza have benefited from 
their direct participation in forest management activities, earning 
them €7,000 (US$9,500) in wages. This is expected to be a 
promising new beginning for the community, located on the Ucayali 
River, in the Atalaya province of the Peruvian Amazon 

Buttress roots of emergent tree in lowland rainforest, Peru. © André Bärtschi / WWF-Canon

Puerto Esperanza kids. © Diego Pérez / WWF
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With support from the Peruvian NGO DAR, as well as 
SNV, TRAFFIC and WWF-Peru, through the Living 
Amazon Project, and from its organisation FECONAPA 
(Federation of Ashéninka Native Communities from the 
Atalaya Province), Puerto Esperanza has achieved what 
many thought was impossible: a permit for a large-
scale timber harvest operation, FSC forest management 
certification, and equitable commercial and operational 
agreements with three timber operations (two of them, 
CFA and Green Gold Forestry, also certified).

“This successful interaction between a private 
company and a native community is crucial within 
the current context since it demonstrates that these 
kinds of projects are like wheels,” says Rafael 
Venegas, GFTN Coordinator, WWF-Peru. “If we 
give them enough momentum, they will continue to 
roll on their own.”

So far, Puerto Esperanza has earned over €60,000 (US$81,000) 
from the sale of two timber species in the first two harvests. With 
this income, the community is also starting to pay its debts owed 
to CFA who have helped them settle initial fees such as those for 
certification audit.

“We are very happy with the way of working we are developing with 
Puerto Esperanza, and we hope that soon more communities want 
to adopt this scheme of work in which the company is a winner and 
so are the communities,” said Mario Javier de la Cruz Gonzales, 
Manager of Human Resources and Public Affairs at CFA.

Men at work in the Puerto Esperanza forest, 
above and bottom. © Diego Pérez / WWF



Panama
Emberá Wounaan territory
March 2013 marked a significant milestone for responsible forest 
management in Panama when over 43,000 hectares of forests 
in Emberá Wounaan territories in the Darien region managed 
by the communities of Río Tupiza and Marragantí received FSC 
certification – the first for natural forests in the country.

The certification followed after six months of successful 
implementation of corrective actions recommended by the FSC 
evaluation on the Emberá indigenous forests. GFTN-NACD 
(Northern Amazon & Chocó Darién) supported this corrective 
action process with two Community Forest Enterprises 
(Marraganti and Tupiza) under the regency of Nedrua S A , the 
community enterprise responsible for the economic development 
of the indigenous territory. The certificate was finally presented 
on 18 March 2013, during the 1st international business 
roundtable for responsible forest products organised by GFTN-
NACD  

“Responsible forest management has not only 
improved the communities’ economic standards 
by increasing their incomes, it has also resulted 
in improved social standards and better labour 
and safety conditions,” said Miguel Pacheco, 
Coordinator, GFTN-Northern Amazon Choco 
Darien. 

GFTN has been working with the communities of the Darien 
since 2004 to build capacity for community forest management 
and to train community members in the skills needed to manage 
community forest enterprises through a measured stepwise 
approach  Today, nearly 75,000 hectares of this land, which include 
five forest management areas and several indigenous communities 
and river basins, are being harvested responsibly  

© Miguel Pacheco / WWF-NACD
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Colombia
Chigorodó territory
In Colombia, GFTN-NACD supported the commercialisation of 727 m3 
of timber from natural forest belonging to Chigorodó, achieving annual 
revenue of about US$162,000 for its wood. The timber is sold to Miwed, 
a responsibly managed company that sells sustainable timber to the 
Caribbean 

GFTN-NACD also contributed to compiling and presenting the 
information available on the regional (legal) supply from small 
producers in plantations and natural forests in Urabá. Two commercial 
profiles were developed and delivered to the environmental authority 
–  Corpourabá, in order to support the promotion and marketing of the 
legal timber supply from the Urabá region.

Bolivia
Improved market opportunities for forest communities
The region north of the La Paz Department in Bolivia is characterised by 
its richness in natural resources, especially forests, and its biodiversity  
It is located in the foothills of the Andes, on the headwaters of the 
Amazon basin  From the 1990s, logging companies based in this 
Amazonian region were engaged in illegal logging of Mara (Swietenia 

© Miguel Pacheco / WWF-NACD

La Planada Nature Reserve, Colombia. © Pablo Corral / WWF-Canon
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ASL Idiama Forest Community with the GFTN 
Bolivia team in Ixiamas, Bolivia.  
© Bruno Armand / WWF

macrophylla) and cedar (Cedrela fissilis) species, attracted by high prices 
driven by both domestic and international demand  This has threatened 
the existence of these species, as well as others cited in Appendix II of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 

Things started to change with the passing of Forestry Law #1700 (Ley Forestal 
1700) in 1996  The law democratised access to forests by allowing both private 
companies and local people grouped in Local Social Associations (Agrupación 
Social del Lugar, ASL) to obtain forestry concessions through the national and 
municipal governments, respectively  Furthermore, indigenous communities 
were allowed to legally manage forests within their Indigenous Community-
owned Lands (Tierras Comunitarias de Origen, TCO), while private property 
owners were allowed to manage forests within their individual properties 

Thus, indigenous communities previously engaged in illegal logging were 
grouped into community forestry organisations (OFC), to manage their forest 
resources using forest management plans  Nevertheless, full legality can 
be a slow process while the rapid conversion of forests to other uses such as 
agriculture and livestock, continues to cause reduction or loss of biodiversity 
in the area 

To address these challenges, several NGOs have been supporting initiatives 
to encourage better forest management in forest communities, with voluntary 
forest certification (FSC) as a primary tool. For community organisations 
interested in voluntary certification and improving their operations, WWF 
provides support to build their technical and administrative capacities  In 
many cases, these actions result in increased volumes of legally harvested 
timber, a greater area of forest conserved through sustainable management, 
fairer and more responsible commerce, and forest operators who respect the 
environment and are conscious of its importance   

Since August 2012, WWF has supported the process of controlled wood 
certification with Idiama, a community-based agricultural, forestry and crafts 
association located in the Municipality of Ixiamas in Northern La Paz, because 
the indigenous families who are members of Idiama saw the need to improve 
the legality of their operations  The objective of WWF’s work with Idiama was 
to strengthen their technical and administrative capacities as well as improve 
their forest operations, aiming for an overall increase in legally harvested 
timber volumes, improve preservation of forest areas with sustainable, fair 
trade and responsible wood and forest operators, using market mechanisms to 
ensure the integrity and sustainability of the forest 

As a result of training in forest management, chain of custody control and 
application of low impact practices, the community was able to certify its 
forest management and improve technical skills. Certification, in turn, allows 
the community to command better prices for timber, improving the standard 
of living for families within the forestry association 

Thanks to the success of its first phase, the project is now entering a second 
phase, which will identify two additional communities to receive training 
in support of FSC certification. Training workshops on forest certification, 
planning meetings, field visits (pre- and post-assessment) and planning 
activities will be provided to the forestry associations (ASLs) and their 
technical teams  It is important to note that most forest communities do not 
have the ability to offer a final product to the market; this results in declining 
revenue generating dismay and problems in communities  However, there are 
other factors that influence product sales and success, such as the relationship 
between private forestry companies and others in the forest chain, the current 
legal framework, as well as market forces and trends 
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PROMOTING
CREDIBLE

CERTIFICATION
Accreditation to ensure good 
forest management 
The Congo Basin is home to the world’s second-largest tropical 
forest and a fascinating array of biodiversity and indigenous 
people 

The forest region may be less expansive than its Latin American 
cousin, the Amazon, but the threats it faces from activities such 
as logging, mining, agriculture and poaching are equally critical 

Within this magnitude, conservationists have much work cut out 
for them to ensure the Congo Basin’s wilderness is protected from 
further destruction  

GFTN has had a strategic presence in the priority area of Central 
Africa — which covers Cameroon, Central African Republic, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon and Republic of 
the Congo – for more than 10 years  GFTN has been an active 
advocate of FSC certification in the region, assisting in the 
process of developing FSC’s regional and national standards, 
surveillance of performance and transparency of certificate 
holders and certification bodies, as well as promotion of best 
practices in high conservation value forests (HCVF) and wildlife 
management  GFTN also supports logging companies in their 
journey towards responsible management with the goal of 
ensuring that they positively influence the global timber market 
and help expand FSC certification. Such support has borne results 
– an area of 4.4 million hectares, nearly as large as West Virginia, 
has been independently FSC-certified in the Congo Basin.

This steady success is possible thanks to the continued vigilance 
of GFTN participants in pursuing FSC certification and ensuring 
that credible certification systems are established and endorsed, 
to open pathways for themselves to new international markets 

Forest certification is key to 
WWF’s mission to achieve zero 
net deforestation and degradation 
by 2020 as there are few other 
effective means to improve and 
monitor the performance of logging 
companies and the transparency of 
the timber trade.

LATIN 
AMERICA & 
CARIBBEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
PACIFIC

Baka men working at a WWF-supported community 
forest, Yenga village, East province, Cameroon. © Brent 

Stirton / Getty Images / WWF-UK
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Cameroon
FSC certification crosses the million 
hectare mark
For Pascal Bassoe, a 37-year-old father of three 
and of indigenous Baka descent, the forest is 
a vital part of his family’s livelihood, and he 
believes his community can benefit from the job 
opportunities responsible forestry provides  Such 
is the importance of credible certification. Not only 
does it respect “the legal and customary rights of 
indigenous peoples to own, use and manage their 
lands, territories and resources” - an important 
principle of FSC certification - but it ensures the 
forest is conserved for future generations, rather than plundered for 
short-term gain 

In the Mbang area of eastern Cameroon, one company is making 
considerable effort in ensuring that people like Bassoe have access 
to economic profits from the natural resources of the country.  

Société Forestière et Industrielle de la Doumé 
(SFID), a subsidiary of French timber company 
Rougier and a GFTN participant since 2009, 
achieved FSC certification for three concessions 
covering 285,667 hectares in March 2013, taking 
FSC certification in Cameroon across the 1 million 
hectares mark. The certification was a huge 
milestone for the country where momentum for 
credible certification has stalled due to high costs 
and other economic barriers. The certification 
marked the first substantial increase of FSC-
certified area in the Congo Basin in about five years.

Besides environmentally sound forest management, 
SFID is working actively with the indigenous 
Baka people to improve their social and economic 
well-being – all fundamental principles of FSC 
certification.

The Baka people have lived in the rainforests of 
Cameroon for thousands of years and their way of 
life has changed little in that time  Semi-nomadic, 
they rely on the forest – hunting, fishing and 
gathering honey, fruits, medicinal plants and the 
many other riches the forest holds  But their home 
and livelihoods are under threat in the name of 
economic development, which has resulted in large 
areas of forest being parcelled out to logging and 
mining companies. Rarely seeing the benefits, 
the Baka often find themselves living in poverty, 
displaced from their homes and barred from areas 
where they have hunted, harvested and worshipped 
for centuries  

Baka man working at a WWF-supported community forest, 
Cameroon. © Brent Stirton / Getty Images / WWF-UK

Forestry road west of Minkébé Forest, Gabon. 
© Michel Gunther / WWF-Canon 

Baka man cutting trees to clear the road, East province, 
Cameroon. © Brent Stirton / Getty Images / WWF-UK
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“Local populations 
are benefiting from 
certification on several 
levels, through activities 
that didn’t exist before,” 
says Pierre Ndjetoh 
from PERAD, a local 
NGO which has worked 
with SFID and the 
communities throughout 
the certification process.

SFID has helped set up 
11 Local Consultation 
Frameworks (LCFs) 
where Bassoe is a member  Folks like him want the Baka to be 
able to build good houses “like the Bantu ones” and to send their 
children to school  LCFs help facilitate dialogue between both 
the Baka and the majority of Bantu villagers and SFID, as well as 
other companies operating in the area  LCFs participate in the 
recruitment of local workers: SFID now employs around 160 people 
from neighbouring communities  

Another product of the FSC certification process is the Local 
Development Fund, a multi-stakeholder basket fund that provides 
financial support for the realisation of community projects. 
Several villages have already implemented projects that benefit the 
whole community: the construction of a storage space for non-
timber forest products and a classroom at a local primary school 
for example.  SFID also helped to build a social centre for Baka 
children, provided teaching materials for education centres and 
supported HIV-AIDS awareness campaign in the area.

“Certification in tropical forests is hugely 
challenging because of weak governance, complex 
social issues and the amazing biodiversity that 
needs protecting,” says Daniel Tiveau, Regional 
GFTN Manager for Central Africa. “But it can also 
bring huge benefits, for the same reasons.” 

Rougier has chosen FSC certification over other international 
certifications as the FSC stringent approach fits the Group’s global 
strategy in matters of responsible forest management and its 
commitment to product traceability and renewal of resources  FSC’s 
strict social and environmental criteria – which go beyond the 
requirements of the European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) 
which came inforce in March 2013 – do much to offer assurance 
to the market that its timber meets responsible management 
compliance  

GFTN has helped SFID in establishing an action plan to achieve 
FSC certification, supporting local and indigenous peoples to carry 
out the local development plan, building the capacity of the Local 
Consultation Framework (Comité Paysan Forêts), and has provided 
training on corporate social responsibility and conflict resolution, 
among other activities 

“LOCAL 
POPULATIONS ARE 
BENEFITING FROM 

CERTIFICATION 
ON SEVERAL 

LEVELS, THROUGH 
ACTIVITIES THAT 

DIDN’T EXIST 
BEFORE.”

Tropical rainforest, Congo Basin, Gabon. © Simon Rawles / WWF-Canon
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GFTN participant Wijma achieves 
100 percent certification
GFTN participant Wijma Cameroun S A  is 
one of the forerunners in FSC certification for 
responsible forestry in Central Africa, being 
FSC-certified throughout its supply chain.

The company manages five concessions – constituting 315,087 
hectares of natural forest – in accordance with the principles and 
guidelines of FSC; while the processing of harvests from its forests 
takes place in its two sawmills (Bidou and Niguti) which hold an 
FSC-certified chain of custody. A sixth concession, constituting 
103,407 hectares, is in progress towards FSC certification.

It was in 2000 that Wijma Cameroun S.A. first started to pursue 
certification following the decision of the Dutch government to use 
mainly FSC-certified wood in public contracts, which form more 
than 50 per cent of the company’s market  Since then, Wijma has 
set in place a number of new rules, procedures and techniques 
that have improved the company’s performance on environmental, 
social and economic aspects  The company’s emphasis on Reduced 
Impact Logging has permitted it to harvest timber more efficiently 
and to reduce production costs by about 10-12 per cent  

With regards to social aspects, the company has invested 
considerably in establishing and reinforcing LCFs, construction of 
infrastructures (eg , schools and roads) and providing supplies for 
schools and health centres, among others   

Established in 1968, Wijma Cameroun S A  today is the holding 
company of Wijma, CFK (Compagnie Forestière de Kribi), SCIEB 
(Société Camerounaise Industrielle d’Exploitation du Bois) and 
CAFECO (Cameroon Agriculture and Forest Exploitation Company) 
and manages six forest management units (FMUs).

“Wijma was the first company to be FSC-certified 
in the Conga Basin and this was crucial for the 
development of FSC certification in the region, as 
many actors did not believe this was possible,” says 
Norbert Sonne, GFTN Manager Cameroon.

Gabon
Building sustainable bridges to improve forestry
Gabon is Africa’s top exporter of forest products to China while the 
country is becoming the largest buyer of processed wood from the 
Central African nation  With 23 and 20 companies respectively, 
France and China dominate the local timber industry  In 2011, 
171,048 m3 of processed wood were sold to China and 143,268 to 
France, with many Chinese companies also serving the European 
market  

School constructed with support from WIJMA. © Norbert Sonne / WWF

Nursery for afforestation after logging. © Norbet Sonne / WWF

Loading a cargo of processed wood at the port of 
Libreville, Gabon. © Deng Jia / WWF-Canon



Libreville, Gabon. © Deng Jia / WWF-Canon
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WWF has a strategic involvement in this Gabon-China trade 
equation  On one hand, WWF has been working to help manage 
Gabon’s rich biodiversity and create sustainable sources of income 
for local communities  Part of this work has been to support logging 
companies to encourage them to join international certification 
schemes, such as FSC  Today 1 8 million hectares of forests are 
certified in Gabon.

On the other hand, WWF is also working actively with Chinese 
forest management and trade companies to help promote legal 
compliance through workshops 

“We are now working with Chinese businesses to 
promote a similar path and train them in the best 
international standards,” says Jin Zhonghao, 
Manager of the Global Forest & Trade Network at 
WWF China.

These workshops aim to seed interest and understanding of the 
importance of FSC certification by both nations for the long-term 
sustainability of activities dependent on Africa’s natural resources, 
as well as to help them steer away from illegal practices 

Africa’s last frontier lands
With increasing global demand for resources from China and other 
countries, more remote areas have to be discovered for exploitation 
and new roads built to reach them  This has been happening in 
Minkebe, in the northeast corner of Gabon  Minkebe is part of the 
Tridom landscape which spans three countries (Gabon, Cameroon 
and the Republic of Congo) and represents 10 per cent of the Congo 
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Basin forest. One fifth of the Tridom landscape is protected. Still 
largely untouched, this territory is the home of the Pygmies, as 
well as of elephants, gorillas and chimpanzees, leopards and many 
other species 

Ongoing investments in timber concessions, iron ore exploitation 
and new infrastructure in the region continue to give WWF new 
cause for concern 

Ten years ago in Tridom there were at least 50,000 elephants, 
and up to 30,000 of them were in the Minkebe forest  Today 
the number has at least halved  In 1994 to 1996, gorillas and 
chimpanzees in Minkebe were decimated by an outbreak of Ebola 
which killed 90 per cent of their populations  Today, its elephants 
are facing the major threat of poaching, due to illegal ivory imports 
to many parts of Asia, especially China 

All National Parks in Gabon are entirely or partly surrounded by 
forest concessions, which should serve as important buffer zones 
for the parks  That’s why WWF is working with companies to 
develop a wildlife management plan that would ensure integral 
protection of the National Park core zone 

WWF recommends in particular that China and Africa agree on 
a zero-tolerance policy on the illegal trade of timber and wildlife 
products  China should support responsible forest management, 
grant preferential treatment to commodities with rigorous 
sustainability certification and contribute to the development of 
green economies in Africa  

Working with Chinese companies to encourage responsible, long-
term management of Gabon’s production forests will be key to their 
survival  

River, Minkebe Reserve, Gabon. © Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon

Baka pygmy children Minkébé, Gabon. © 
Michel Gunther / WWF-Canon
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GOING 
BEYOND 

LEGALITY
Advancing conservation and 
sustainability 
Commitments of governments in the European region and beyond 
to curb illegal logging have been mounting in the last few years  
In 2008, the United States sent the first signal of non-tolerance 
for illegal harvesting of the forest with its amended Lacey Act  In 
December 2012, Australia passed its Illegal Logging Prohibition 
Act  One of the biggest changes yet in the legislative arena 
took place in March 2013, when the European Union Timber 
Regulation (EUTR) was enforced to curb illegal timber from 
entering the markets of its 28 member states 

GFTN welcomes such legislative milestones, as countering illegal 
logging and trade has been high on the agenda since GFTN’s 
establishment more than two decades ago  GFTN is assisting 
companies, in Europe and elsewhere, to go beyond legality and 
towards responsible forest management and trade, which will 
provide the much needed impetus towards WWF’s goal of zero 
net deforestation 

The impact of the new legislation has quickly rippled across 
Europe where GFTN participants have stepped up their efforts 
to exercise due diligence, in order to mitigate risk of illegality 
and to ensure full compliance  These participants are seeking 
to go beyond legality to pursue the ultimate goal of credible 
certification.

The enforcement of the European 
Union Timber Regulation in March 
2013 marks a major change in 
the legal landscape of forestry 
worldwide. Critical marketplaces 
are making it clear that illegal 
logging – a major driver of 
deforestation, forest degradation 
and loss of biodiversity – is not to 
be tolerated.

LATIN 
AMERICA & 
CARIBBEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
PACIFIC

Shatak Nature Park, Southern Ural Bashkortostan, 
Russia. © Hartmut Jungius / WWF-Canon
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United Kingdom
Exemplary cases of sustainability 
efforts
In the United Kingdom (UK), two of its 
participants are leading the way in demonstrating 
their commitment to sustainability in their 
operations 

London’s Heathrow Airport – one of the world’s busiest airports 
– inked a US$45 million wood fuel supply contract with LC Energy 
to help put life back into undermanaged woodlands in southeast 
England 

The contract is part of a large energy infrastructure project 
for the construction of its Terminal 2. The new energy efficient 
terminal, due to open in 2014, has been widely recognised for its 
energy reduction measures, aiming to achieve a 40 5 per cent CO2 
reduction above what is required by building regulations  A key 
component of the project is to deliver upgraded heat and power 
assets at Heathrow through a 10MW biomass Combined Heat 
and Power (CHP) plant  The low carbon heat from the CHP will 
be delivered to Terminal 5, Terminal 2 and, in due course, to the 
central terminal area  This initiative is one of the largest in the 
UK with a requirement of around 25,000 tonnes of wood chip per 
annum when the biomass boiler is fully operational 

Heathrow has been on the forefront of sustainability  In 2013, 
for the fourth year running, it has achieved the “Optimisation” 
accreditation for exemplary progress in managing and minimising 
CO2 emissions  In addition, the airport’s commitment to 
responsible business was ranked among the best in the corporate 
world, receiving the top accolade in an annual corporate 
responsibility index in early 2013, alongside another GFTN 
participant Marks & Spencer 

Retail giant Marks & Spencer (M&S) opened 
in Cheshire Oaks in 2012, becoming the first 100 
per cent FSC-certified retail structural frame in 
the UK 

The store hosts a range of sustainable 
construction and design features to reduce energy 
usage and waste as part of their aim to become 
the world’s most sustainable major retailer 
by 2015  It is built with responsibly produced 
timber as a prerequisite, and fuelled by the same 
commodity  The design brief for its team of 
architects in 2005 was a sustainable store that 
would depart significantly from the traditional 
steel box retail design.

The resulting store – the retailer’s third 
Sustainable Learning Store, following the first 
in Sheffield (2011) and another in Stratford 
City in the same year – was awarded full FSC 
project certification under license of Simons 
Construction  These stores are also part of Marks & Spencer’s 
sustainability programme, Plan A, an initiative to open new 
sustainable learning stores in the UK every year to support a 
continuous improvement in its construction programme 

Heathrow Airport at sunset, London, England. 
© istockphoto

Woodlands North Devon, UK. 
© Global Warming Images / WWF-Canon
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Sweden
The WWF and IKEA partnership celebrates 10 years 
of action
2013 marked the 10th year of the WWF and IKEA collaboration, a 
global partnership to promote responsible use of resources with a 
special focus on the forest and cotton production and markets 

The cooperation, which began in 2002, has so far contributed to an 
increase of close to 30 million hectares of FSC-certified forest area 
in Eastern Europe and South Asia; and resulted in the development 
of global tool kits that help identify and manage important 
high conservation value forests (HCVFs) as well as encourage 
certification and improved forest management. The partnership 
also seeks to combat illegal logging, and to promote credible forest 
certification and responsible timber trade.

Today, the responsible forest management collaboration runs joint 
projects in 11 countries with a focus on important wood sourcing 
regions in Russia and China, Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
Lithuania, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Romania and 
Ukraine 

The partnership also aims to inspire other companies and networks 
to address environmental challenges and create a better and more 
sustainable way of living worldwide through the responsible, 
efficient and economically sound use of natural resources.

The success of the collaboration is founded on the unique 
competencies of the two partners  The joint projects support 
the implementation of IKEA’s sustainability strategy for 2020 
“People and Planet Positive”, and assist WWF in meeting global 
conservation targets, enabling both to achieve more than they could 
do independent of each other 

“We can do a lot to improve standards in our own 
supply chain by working with suppliers, but some 
issues are systemic and not something we can solve 
on our own. Together with a strategic partner with 
expertise, like WWF, we have a much bigger impact. 
And because IKEA is a big market player, we have the 
ability to create a market for wood from responsibly 
managed forests. The 10 years of cooperation have 
so far delivered millions of hectares of FSC certified 
forests. The next phase will focus on linking these 
forests to our supply chains, create more incentive for 
responsible forest management and bring this wood as 
home furnishing products to our stores,” says Anders 
Hildeman, Global Forestry Manager at IKEA.

The partnership contributes to growing share of FSC certified product in the IKEA range.
© N.C. Turner / WWF-Canon

Anders Hildeman, IKEA. © Inter IKEA Systems B.V.



Russia
Developing the forest products sector
GFTN has been an active advocate of FSC, 
continually pushing companies towards FSC 
certification and providing assistance to 
participants and other partners on the certification 
process  One such participant is Russian logging 
company Sorvizhi-les 

With the support of GFTN-Russia, mid-size operator Sorvizhi-les 
created a business model that not only supports responsible forest 
management practices, but also brings new economic and social 
benefits to the local community through employment opportunities.

Based in the Kirov region, Sorvizhi-les received its first FSC 
certification in 2008 and manages about 15,000 hectares of FSC 
certified forest today. In addition to supplying FSC certified timber 
products to international companies such as IKEA and within the 
Russian market, Sorvizhi-les produces a variety of non-timber 
forest products (NTFPs) ranging from wild honey, wild berries, 
medicinal plants and mushrooms 

The company successfully obtained a diversified business status to 
trade in NTFPs in addition to traditional forest products  To date, 
revenue totalling US$120,000 has been produced from beekeeping, 
hunting management and harvesting of other non-timber forest 
resources, representing 49 per cent of its total sales 

The company’s effort to pursue multiple uses of 
forest products has earned it national recognition, 
resulting in its appointment to supply FSC-
certified timber products for the Sochi 2014 
Olympic Winter Games 

Having garnered great success on both national 
and local levels, Sorvizhi-les continues to expand 
the markets for NTFPs with the provision of forest 
ecotourism services as one of its latest offerings.

GFTN-Russia is actively supporting Sorvizhi-
les to achieve its goals of diversification, and 
environmental and social stewardship by helping 
the company obtain FSC certification for its 
NTFPs  GFTN also promotes Sorvizhi-les’ business 
model to other Russian companies by organising 
site presentations to demonstrate the benefits of 
multiple uses of forest products, sustainable forest 
management and FSC certification.

Unique linden forest in Northwest Russia. 
© Sorvizhi-les

Collecting wild honey in Sorvizhi-les.
© Sorvizhi-les
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IN SWITZERLAND, THE 
TRADE OF FSC-CERTIFIED 

TIMBER AND RELATED 
PRODUCTS CONTINUES 

ON AN UPWARD TREND. 
BETWEEN 2011 AND 2012, 

IT INCREASED BY 
US$23 MILLION, BRINGING 

TOTAL REVENUE FROM THE 
INDUSTRY TO 

US$420 MILLION. 

Logs ready to be sawn, Safiental, Grisons, Switzerland. © WWF-Switzerland/A. della Bella / WWF-Canon

FSC-certified rattan baskets from villages in Laos to 
markets in Switzerland. © Louise Carlsson / WWF

Switzerland
Swiss retailer Coop invests in sustainable supply 
chains
Coop has worked with communities in Laos to bring the world’s 
first Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified rattan onto the 
market – part of a larger WWF project to promote sustainable 
rattan production in the Greater Mekong  More than 700 people, 
predominantly women, from seven villages in Khamkeut district 
in the Bolikhamxay province are involved in growing, harvesting, 
splitting the rattan and weaving it into baskets to be sold in Coop’s 
stores  This has improved the livelihoods of many families: “Our 
income has risen from US$70 to US$150 over a production period of 
three months,” says Kensy Milatid, weavers group leader, Thaveng 
village  

“Somebody needs to start projects like this,” says Carine Boetsch, 
responsible for the brand Oecoplan and FSC label at Coop  “As 
a relatively small market with high awareness of certification, 
Switzerland makes a good testing ground ”

Coop itself does not sell large quantities of rattan, but its 
commitment is vital to get the project off the ground. 

“Bringing a sustainability project like this up to 
commercial scale is a big challenge,” Boetsch says. “It 
takes time and money to build capacity to meet the 
demands of the big players, so suppliers need support 
before they become economically viable. This is an 
important first step.”
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Cazalla de la Sierra. © Miguel Murcia / WWF-Spain

El Provencio-viña. © Miguel Murcia / WWF-Spain

Logs ready to be sawn, Safiental, Grisons, Switzerland. © WWF-Switzerland/A. della Bella / WWF-Canon

GFTN-IBERIA’S 
EFFORTS ARE 

YET ANOTHER 
EXAMPLE OF GOING 
BEYOND LEGALITY, 

TO SUPPORTING 
RESPONSIBLE LAND 

MANAGEMENT OF 
BOTH VINEYARDS AND 

CORK OAK FORESTS. 

Espadán Corks. © Miguel Murcia / WWF-Spain

Spain
A toast to Earth
What better way to close the year than with a toast to the Earth?

The “Organic Wine Sealed with FSC Cork: A Toast to the Earth” 
project, a four-year initiative led by GFTN-Spain that began in 
2010 tasted sweet success this year  More than 10,000 hectares of 
cork oak forests, primarily smallholder operations, have achieved 
FSC certification, spelling a first-time accreditation for two regions 
in Spain: Extremadura and Cataluña. In addition, the project 
supported more than 30 farmers in implementing good agricultural 
practices; more than 20 wineries in Spain shifting to the use of FSC 
cork stoppers; and more in the stoppers industry getting their chain 
of custody certification, including four of the biggest in the cork 
stoppers industries: Oller, Rich Xiberta, J. Vigas and Trefinos.

This project represents yet another innovation in conservation for 
the revival of rural areas  Typically, Mediterranean vineyard or 
cork oak forests fall under one of two categories: abandonment due 
to lack of economic viability or under intensive production  In the 
case of cork, the use of substitutes and more pollutant materials 
is also affecting the viability of the exploitations. This has led to 

environmental impacts such as loss of 
soil fertility and the disappearance of 
valuable ecosystems, as well as the loss 
of a traditional farm system, and the 
subsequent impact on employment that 
the forest and vineyards can otherwise 
generate in rural areas 

GFTN-Iberia’s efforts are yet another 
example of going beyond legality, to 
supporting responsible land management 
of both vineyards and cork oak forests  
And the results have indeed been a toast 
to the Earth: safeguarding precious 
natural resources and biodiversity, 
while helping to ensure employment 
opportunities and quality of life for 
inhabitants in rural areas 
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ADVANCING 
CHANGE

The growing momentum for 
change in Asia Pacific today 
The world’s largest and most populous continent, Asia covers 
30 per cent of the Earth’s land area. Varied in geography, 
topography and climate, it possesses a rich and unique diversity 
of ecosystems  Indeed, its rainforests are the oldest on Earth, 
boasting a biological diversity and species endemism unequalled 
even by the Amazon or African rainforests  More than half of the 
animal and plant species in the world live in its tropical forests  

Despite or perhaps because of its importance, Asia’s forests 
suffer some of the world’s worst deforestation rates. It has been 
estimated that about 38 7 million hectares of natural forest in 
Asia and the Pacific have been lost due to unsustainable land 
management since 1990, according to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization  The consequences have been catastrophic and for 
years now Asia has been in the throes of an environmental crisis 

Today, however, an array of new conservation-focused efforts are 
gaining traction across the region 

Indonesia
More than 120,000 hectares certified FSC in Java 
and East Kalimantan
Leading the way are two GFTN participants – timber giants 
Perum Perhutani and PT  Ratah Timber – who obtained FSC-
certified forest concessions totaling more than 120,000 hectares.

State-owned Perum Perhutani is the biggest teak plantation in 
Indonesia with an area covering 2 2 million hectares, divided into 
57 forest management units. The company achieved certification 
in April 2013 for two units covering 3,122 hectares and 33,747 
hectares respectively following years of committed pursuit of FSC 
certification under the guidance of GFTN. 

Similarly supported by GFTN, plywood exporter PT. Ratah 
Timber obtained FSC certification in the same period for 85,261 
hectares of natural rainforest in East Kalimantan under its 

Asia has emerged as a key player 
in the global timber market, 
though years of deforestation and 
unsustainable timber harvest have 
stripped the continent of many 
of the significant timber species 
that it once boasted. But change is 
starting to take seed here and in 
innovative ways.

LATIN 
AMERICA & 
CARIBBEAN

NORTH
AMERICA

EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
PACIFIC

Seedling in GFTN participant PT. Ratah 
forest, East Kalimantan, Borneo.

© WWF-Canon / Simon Rawles
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management  This forest is home to valuable species such as the 
agile gibbon and the critically endangered black ibis, as well as the 
endangered tropical timber species, dipterocarpacea  Located in the 
outer buffer zone of the Heart of Borneo area, the concession will 
protect it from the pressure of illegal logging and encroachment  
This concession is also a pilot carbon and biodiversity study 
project led by Kyoto University and Payment for Environmental 
Services (PES) in collaboration with FSC and the United Nations 
Environment Programme  

In addition, PT  Ratah Timber is currently being guided by GFTN 
towards achieving FSC forest management certification under the 
ForCES scheme  

PT. Ratah Timber’s commitment to forest preservation extends 
far beyond the pursuit of FSC certification. Since becoming a 
GFTN participant in April 2010, the company has systematically 
reduced impact logging to ensure that the landscape is minimally 
disrupted  It has worked hand in hand with GFTN to implement 
best forest management practices and has moved vigorously to 
improve the social and economic welfare of villagers in the 11 
villages surrounding its concession, including offering employment 
opportunities and free primary education 

PT  Ratah Timber is owned by PT  Roda Mas Timber  With this 
latest certification, all three of PT. Roda Mas Timber’s forest 
concessions totaling 237,301 hectares are now FSC certified. 

Groundbreaking forest programmes from Lombok 
to East and West Kalimantan
Meanwhile, a number of important strides were made in forest 
preservation this year; among the most significant is the progress 
made in the Forest Certification for Ecosystem Services (ForCES) 
project  WWF-Indonesia joins the Ministry of Forestry in a scheme 
focused on developing a standard that would include generic 
indicators and verifiers for ecosystem services certification. The 
project has been launched at three pilot sites covering an area of 
nearly 475,000 hectares: West Lombok, Kapuas Hulu Corridor 
in West Kalimantan and PT  Ratah Timber in East Kalimantan  
The vision is that ForCES will serve to enable forest owners and 
managers as well as local communities to commit to responsible 
forest management 

High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) implementation 
in Ratah Timber. © Joko Sarjito / WWF-Indonesia

Perhutani’s North Banyuwangi unit staff ready to harvest teaks. © Dita Ramadhani / WWF-Indonesia
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Payment for Environmental Services (PES), being implemented 
on some 6,000 hectares of tropical mountain forest on the island 
of Lombok, is another scheme seeing significant results. In May 
2012, WWF conducted socialisation and awareness training on PES 
and FSC certification schemes for community members in Meliau 
village, which is the core of the ecotourism area within the ForCES 
project 

“We hope that linking PES to a working and 
operational credible certification such as FSC will 
accelerate the process of recognising environmental 
services as a way to increase the value of the forest,” 
said Aditya Bayunanda, GFTN Manager at WWF-
Indonesia. “This is an exciting venture because it 
would help curb deforestation and degradation 
while allowing forest managers to attain monetary 
incentives for protecting High Conservation Value 
Forests and other forest areas.”

WWF has also successfully completed a documentary about existing 
PES projects in Lombok to showcase the success stories there  

Saving proboscis monkeys in West Kalimantan
Saving the forests of West Kalimantan also means safeguarding the 
habitat of the proboscis monkey, a rare species of primate 

Distinguished by a large protruding nose, the proboscis monkey 
prefers ecotone areas, from mangrove forests to swampy 
ecosystems, that are found only on the island of Borneo  Today the 
species is under increasing threat of extinction from poaching and 
habitat loss caused by forest clearing for commercial logging and 
palm oil plantations  Over the last four decades, their population 
has more than halved and today the largest remaining population 
is found in Kalimantan, which is designated a High Conservation 
Value Forest.

To halt the decline in their numbers, GFTN is working with PT  
Kandelia Alam and PT  Bina Ovivipari Semesta (BIOS) to preserve 
the habitats of this unique species through responsible forest 
management of the two companies’ mangrove concessions in the 
lush tropical forests of Kubu Raya district, West Kalimantan 

The two sister companies own the only operational mangrove 
concessions in Indonesia. Mangrove forests are critical to fighting 
climate change as mangroves absorb large amounts of carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere, storing carbon in both the trees and 
the soil  Besides proboscis monkeys, these forests are also home to 
freshwater Irrawaddy dolphins, another endangered species  

The two companies produce more than 80,000 m3 of chip and 
charcoal for international markets, mainly Japan and Korea 

“The concessions of PT  Kandelia Alam and BIOS represent 
an increasingly rare ecosystem of mangrove forests in West 
Kalimantan, and the companies’ commitment towards responsible 
forest management makes the area an island of natural habitat 
and a refuge for endangered species among palm oil and acacia 
plantations,” says Aditya Bayunanda, Manager of GFTN-Indonesia  

Proboscis monkey, Labuk Bay Sanctuary, Sabah, 
Malaysia. © Alain Compost / WWF-Canon

Lake Sentarum after a long dry season, West Kalimantan. 
© Dita Ramadhani / WWF-Indonesia

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rn4ecjop7pu7blk/The%20Water%20-%20Lombok%20Indonesia%20-%20WRAP%20-%2028%20Oktober%202012.m4v
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rn4ecjop7pu7blk/The%20Water%20-%20Lombok%20Indonesia%20-%20WRAP%20-%2028%20Oktober%202012.m4v


47WWF GFTN ANNUAL REPORT 2013

“GFTN has facilitated surveys of the biodiversity, 
social and the baseline assessments of the concessions, 
and has enabled discussions with local stakeholders 
on certification and responsible forest management. 
We are now on course to make this special place a 
certified well-managed forest.”

In addition to helping the two companies attain FSC certification 
for over 28,000 hectares of forest in West Kalimantan, GFTN is 
also training their staff in responsible harvesting and in managing 
a High Conservation Value Forest, to help preserve the habitat of 
the proboscis monkeys and to mitigate social conflicts with local 
communities 

In October 2012 WWF led a training session in collaboration 
with the Indonesian Forest Concession Holders Association for 
22 participants from PT  Kandelia Alam and BIOS, as well as 
Indonesia’s forestry department and Indonesian universities  
The training covered building capacity for and best management 
practices in responsible forest management, while shedding light on 
FSC certification and legal requirements. In conjunction with the 
training, GFTN also hosted a trip for the media to raise awareness 
about responsible forest management practices and the companies’ 
work to preserve the habitat of proboscis monkeys 

“With support from and collaboration with WWF-Indonesia, we 
will continue to do High Conservation Value Forest identification on 
the entire concessions and based on the proboscis monkey survey 
and HCVF survey, we will develop an integrated management plan 
to conserve and protect the species and its habitat,” said Fairus 
Mulia, Director of PT  Kandelia Alam and BIOS 

Proboscis monkeys at the Kandelia concession. © Joko Sarjito / WWF-Indonesia
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Vietnam
Tides of change, international and domestic
In September 2012, forest products export company Forexco obtained 
certification for nearly 1,500 hectares of its forests in Da Nang City, 
Quang Nam province, to become the first GFTN participant to achieve 
FSC forest certification in Vietnam.

“Thanks to Forexco, we’ve had stable work for nearly 20 years,” said 
43-year-old farmer Le Xuyen who has been working with Forexco for 
years  “We were trained under FSC rules and standards, and were told 
how to protect our forests ” Households such as Xuyen’s, who tend to 
the company’s 180-hectare forest in Da Nang, earn about VND5 million 
(US$245) each month, which is enough to own a family car.

Such is the impact Forexco’s responsible forestry methods have at 
home  In fact, the company is leading the way in engaging communities 
in their plantations – entering into agreements with individuals 
and groups of farmers to plant new forests, and to tend, protect and 
manage the harvesting  These contracts have generated new jobs for 
local communities and improved their standard of living. Forexco is 
also building roads and school, and providing free seedlings and other 
support to farmers, including training on silviculture 

The company is also a pioneer in responsible forest management and 
adherence to the Chain of Custody (CoC), in line with the requirements 
of the Forest Law on Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
Initiative for timber exports to European markets.

But it is challenging for a private small- and medium-sized company 
like Forexco to pursue FSC certification in Vietnam because of the 
significant investment necessary to cover assessment fees and meet 
demanding technical requirements  But with the guidance of GFTN-
Vietnam, Forexco was able to achieve certification after six years of 
hard work and commitment, and the results have been well worth it 

Forexco’s Director Pham Phu Thong notes, “Together with 
the CoC certificates we have in our four factories, this 
forest management certificate will show our customers 
that Forexco’s wood supply chain is sustainable and 
controlled at every stage, from raw materials to final 
products. This really is an outstanding advantage for the 
future.”

Sustainable forest management 
in Central Vietnam enters a new 
phase
The fiscal year saw the WWF-IKEA effort to 
promote sustainable forest management in 
Central Vietnam move into phase four.

The focus was on increasing awareness of 
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT) and Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) requirements among 
various parties, including IKEA suppliers, 
local authorities, local communities and 
wood processing companies across Vietnam. 
This was to deliver on the partnership’s aim 
towards responsible forest management 
through forest certification and an increase 
in capacity of local timber companies to meet 
demanding timber legality requirements 

In previous phases, IKEA’s suppliers 
underwent training to meet US and EU timber 
legality requirements, while forest owners 
in the Quang Tri province received technical 
support in obtaining FSC certification for 
some 685 hectares of acacia plantation  The 
project also played a key role in influencing 
the 2012 decision by the Vietnamese 
government to be a part of the FLEGT 
programme 

Not stopping there, the partnership has 
progressed into yet another new phase  From 
August 2013 to December of 2104, WWF-
Vietnam has set its sights on working with 
both smallholders of acacia plantations and 
a state-owned plantation company to expand 
certification in Quang Tri province to about 
8,800 hectares 

Transporting harvest from the forest. 
© Ngan Nguyen Thi Phuong / WWF-Vietnam

FSC Acacia plantation, Quang Tri province.  
© Nguyen Bich Hang
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Greater Mekong
Weaving a sustainable future
The global trade in rattan is estimated at 
US$4 billion a year. This highly versatile 
natural product is used extensively to make 
furniture and baskets  In many Southeast 
Asian countries, it plays an important role in 
creating jobs and generating income 

Unsustainable rattan harvesting has led to 
forest degradation, while rattan processing 
frequently introduces toxic chemicals into the 
soil, air and water 

WWF seeks to change all of that with the 
WWF Sustainable Rattan Project  Working 
with small- and medium-sized enterprises, 
the programme promotes cleaner rattan 
production, more efficient use of the raw 
material, reduced application of toxic 
chemicals, enhanced workers’ safety and 
compliance with international product 
quality standards  Alongside these goals, 
the programme builds the capacity of rattan 
industries and communities to develop 
appropriate designs for the international 
market, serving to strengthen the overall 
competitiveness of the rattan sector 

By 2015, the WWF Sustainable Rattan 
Project envisions having at least 50 per cent 
of targeted harvesters, small and medium 
enterprises, and other stakeholders in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam 
engaged in sustainable rattan management, cleaner production and 
credible certification of rattan products with improved supply chain 
management 

This pioneering work in the responsible management of rattan bore 
fruit in 2011 when 1,200 hectares of rattan forests in Laos obtained 
the world’s first rattan FSC certification. The forest is located in 
Bolikhamxay Province in Laos, home to diverse wildlife such as the 
rare saola  Spurred by this success, WWF and the local authorities 
plan to expand FSC certification of rattan forests to another 24 
villages by 2014, to cover a total area of 20,000 hectares in the 
Bolikhamxay, Savannakhet, Saravan and Khammouane provinces.

With this coming work in mind, Thibault Ledecq, WWF Sustainable 
Rattan Project Manager, reflects on the promise and potential of 
responsible rattan management the region: 

“Through credible forest management, responsible 
trade and consumer awareness, we can ensure that 
this fascinating natural raw material has a future.”

Sustainable rattan manufacture, Greater Mekong.  
© Simone Stammbach / WWF-Switzerland

Sustainable rattan harvest, Greater Mekong.  
© Simone Stammbach / WWF-Switzerland
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China
Expanding reach of responsible forestry and trade
Few other nations have as much impact on the timber trade as 
China  Its consumption of wood products reached over 370 million 
m3 a year and by 2020, it is expected to exceed 470 million m3 
according to 2007 data  With new wealth in the country driving up 
consumption, today China is the world’s biggest importer, consumer 
and exporter of timber and other forests products. 

WWF-China has long advocated for the development of 
environment-friendly forest product legislation. Its efforts have 
included engaging sector leaders, including key GFTN participants, 
via the China Green in Home Alliance formed in August 2012   In 
addition, WWF sponsored research on government procurement, 
as well as a subsequent conference – all played a critical role in the 
consultation process for concerned government agencies 

These efforts were rewarded when China issued the “Procurement 
Code For Environment-Friendly Wood-Based Panels” in June 2013  

The new code sets out what constitutes environment-friendly 
wood products throughout the entire supply chain, promoting the 
purchase of legal wood not just among the procurement arms of 
government agencies but for all commercial firms in the country. 

According to Jin Zhonghao, GFTN-China Manager, “WWF 
welcomes the progress made by the Chinese government in 
promoting more responsible consumption of environment-friendly 
forest products ” 

That same month, China took another big step, in halting illegal 
logging and securing sustainable trade and overseas investments 
for forest products when the State Forestry Administration (SFA) 
of China issued “The Guidelines for Sustainable Trade of Forest 
Products and Investment for Chinese Overseas Enterprises ” The 
document is a call to action for all stakeholders to tackle illegal 
logging and to promote responsible trade and overseas investment 
for forest products  Beyond that, this SFA initiative has generated 
interest in other sectors in China – for example, a similar guideline 
for responsible mining for Chinese overseas enterprises is now in 
the pipeline 

Training on responsible forest management 
and trade to Chinese forest companies in 
Gabon by Chinese and local governments 
and WWF.  
© Bede Lucius Moussavou Makanga / WWF

Chengdu, China, Earth Hour. © WWF/Simon Lim
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Building a green future for China
In 2012, the dream of green homes for the masses in China became 
that much more of a reality when WWF and Vanke Group signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on environmental protection and green 
sustainable development for the period of 2012 to 2016 

China’s largest real estate developer, Vanke provides housing for 
368,000 homeowners in 50 Chinese cities  In 2011, its annual sales 
revenue totalled RMB120 billion (US$20 billion). Under the agreement, 
GFTN will assist the group in conservation efforts in the Qomolangma 
Nature Reserve in Tibet  GFTN will also help the company assess its 
supply chain and improve its performance using the stepwise approach, 
with the ultimate goal of integrating the concept of environmental and 
social responsibility into the company’s long-term strategic plan and 
values 

Under the agreement, Vanke has pledged to identify and end the 
purchase of unwanted and high-risk timber species and products in 
its engineered flooring products supply chain. It will also dedicate 
resources to developing a strategy to promote FSC certification in its 
projects. The future scope of participation may be extended to other 
construction materials, such as plywood and construction timber, 
depending on Vanke’s progress in the initial agreement.

Already Vanke is involved in advancing energy conservation in its 
business by switching to prefab homes and eco-homes. Vanke has 
also taken the lead in developing and applying new technologies in 
renewable energy, forest conservation and carbon footprint reduction 

“Vanke has taken the first step in the region and can be the 
driver for change, which is much needed in the Chinese 
market,” said Jin Zhonghao, GFTN Manager in China. 

Added Jim Gradoville, CEO of WWF-China, “The initiative provides 
an opportunity to demonstrate corporate leadership and enhance 
long-term corporate competitiveness while at the same time protecting 
scarce natural resources ”

Already, four of Vanke’s suppliers have joined GFTN. The market links 
to Power Dekor, Scholar Home, Der and Homenice total about US$27.9 
million annually, paving the way for environmentally and socially 
responsible yet affordable housing.

“Vanke is impressed by WWF’s 
environmental goal to achieve 
zero net deforestation and 
degradation by 2020, and the 
vision to have 100 per cent 
renewable energy supply by 
2050. I hope that through the 
partnership, we at Vanke can 
do our fair share to conserve 
the planet, through jointly 
defined targets on carbon 
reduction, eco-management 
and forest preservation. The 
international technical support 
of WWF will keep us on the 
right track to hit those targets,” 
said Wangshi, Chairman of 
Vanke Group. 

A tower block under construction in the financial centre of Shanghai, China. © Brent Stirton / Getty Images / WWF-UK



Australia
Stepping up against illegal timber trade
In December 2012, the Australian Parliament passed the Illegal 
Logging Prohibition Act, a historic and progressive piece of 
legislation criminalising the import and trade of illegally harvested 
forest products  This places the country alongside the United States 
and the European Union in the global effort to clamp down on an 
illegal global trade that is worth US$30 billion a year, according to 
Interpol data 

Australia plays a significant role in the forestry industry, especially 
throughout the Asia Pacific region, importing approximately US$7 
billion worth of timber and paper products in 2012  Estimates 
suggest that approximately 10 per cent of this is likely to derive from 
illegal sources, contributing to environmental and social damage 
that is estimated at US$60 billion a year globally, according to 
Reuters 

The new law requires importers and domestic processors of timber 
products to carry out due diligence on all suppliers, while violations 
carry stiff fines, jail terms and goods forfeiture.

More than five years in the making, the law was 
supported by major businesses such as IKEA, 
Bunnings, and Kimberly-Clark, alongside social 
and environmental groups such as Uniting Church, 
WWF and Greenpeace 

However legality is hardly the end game  
“While strong regulations can shut the door on 
irresponsible operators, there remains a need for 
continuous improvement by industry leaders, based 
on performance standards that are not just legal, 
but genuinely sustainable,” said Tim Cronin, GFTN-
Australia Manager 
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Aerial view of Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park,  West Tasmania, Australia. © Edward Parker / WWF-Canon

West Kalimantan, Indonesia: Illegal logging 
threatens biodiversity, national economies and
local livelihoods. © Tim Cronin / CIFOR
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Love Your Forests campaign promotes better 
choices
In 2011 WWF-Australia and FSC Australia jointly launched the 
“Love Your Forests” campaign to promote consumer awareness 
of the FSC eco-label  The goal was to increase demand for FSC 
certified products, and by doing so, strengthen the business case for 
companies to buy into credible certification.

Having already played a role in generating broad recognition among 
consumers, the campaign entered a new phase last year - aimed at 
generating an in-depth understanding of what FSC represents in 
terms of protecting of threatened species, fragile ecosystems and 
community rights 

In Kimberly-Clark, WWF and FSC have a strong partner in the 
Love Your Forests campaign  The Kimberly-Clark Corporation is 
the world’s largest tissue manufacturer and a global participant 
in the GFTN, covering the company’s entire wood fibre supply. 
With its prominent consumer brand, extensive market reach and 
demonstrated commitment to FSC, Kimberly-Clark Australia-New 
Zealand is an ideal partner to take a leadership role in promoting 
credible certification throughout the region.

Kimberly-Clark has invested significantly in marketing the 
campaign, including through online, television, in-store and 
outdoor advertisements, as well as an innovative social media 
campaign, “Pin to Make a Difference” via the Pinterest platform. 
This campaign inspired lively conversations among consumers on 
steps that can be taken at home – such as choosing FSC certified 
toilet paper – to reduce environmental impacts 

The “Love Your Forests” campaign has had significant impact 
among Australian consumers, with prompted awareness of the FSC 
trademark more than doubling since the campaign started  

Kimberly-Clark partners with WWF and FSC on the “Love Your Forests” campaign to help differentiate their 
products in a crowded marketplace.

“Placing the panda brand 
alongside FSC lends it a 
real point of difference in 
a crowded marketplace,” 
said Tim Cronin, Manager 
of GFTN-Australia. “It helps 
to build trust in FSC among 
consumers, and this is good 
for business. But more 
importantly, this is good for 
forests, and for the species 
and communities that depend 
on them.”
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Study tour down under 
Tasmania was a popular choice to host GFTN-Russia’s annual 
study tour  For one, its high concentration and diversity of forest 
ecosystems, harvesting operations and processing facilities were 
an important draw  And from a political and cultural point of view, 
Tasmania’s forestry industry has been beset by more than three 
decades of ongoing tensions with local and national environment 
groups 

The March 2013 study group comprised nine Russian participants, 
including representatives of small, medium and large forestry 
operations (one of which manages a forest area larger than 
Tasmania’s total 1 7 million hectares of production forest), 
processors, manufacturers, academics, government administrators 
and WWF-Russia  The group also included Mutai Hashimoto, Head 
of Forestry for WWF-Japan 

 “The tour was great for two-way communication 
to compare and contrast forestry in Tasmania and 
Russia,” said Alexander Voropaev, GFTN-Russia 
Manager. “For example, common approaches to forest 
silviculture were identified, despite major differences 
in forest ecology. There was also a lot of interest in the 
remote sensing technology that is being used in some 
aspects of planning and monitoring.”

Tasmania’s high concentration and diversity of forest ecosystems, harvesting operations and 
processing facilities made it a popular choice for GFTN-Russia’s annual study tour. © Tim Cronin / 
WWF-Australia
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*The GFTN Support Unit oversees the management of the 
programme, ensuring that systems and guidance are in place 
to deliver programme goals, monitor and evaluate progress 
and report on progress and challenges 

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

FY13 EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENSES: APPROXIMATELY US$11MILLION

FY13 REVENUE SOURCES (GLOBAL AVERAGE)

FY13 EXPENSES BY FUNCTION 

46%

20%

25%

9%

51%33%

10%
6%

69%19%

12%

n WWF Programme Funding: 46%
n GFTN Participation Fees: 20%
n Government Aid Agencies Funding: 25%
n Corporate Donations: 9%

n Activities Expenses: 51%
n Personnel Expenses: 33%
n Travel Expenses: 10%
n Office Expenses: 6%

n Producer Countries Expenses: 69%
n Consumer Countries Expenses: 19%
n Support Unit* Expenses: 12%
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GFTN wishes to acknowledge the 
financial assistance of the following 
organisations:
IKEA supports GFTN’s global-to-local, on the ground presence in order 
to drive legal and responsible forest management and trade practices 
in and around IKEA’s supply chains, and to ultimately create a level 
playing field for socially and environmentally responsible companies. 
This enables IKEA to increase transparency in its global supply chain 
while accelerating GFTN’s efforts in driving legal and responsible forest 
management and trade practices in WWF’s and IKEA’s shared priority 
countries 

The partnership between the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (NORAD) and WWF aims to link efforts to increase 
responsibly managed forests in the Green Heart of Africa — the world’s 
second largest tropical forest and a key supplier of tropical timber to the 
European Union and China, and indirectly to EU and North American 
markets — to our efforts to tip the global timber market.

The partnership between the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and WWF is supporting work to create 
new models to directly address the challenge of how we will produce 
food, fibre and fuel for a world approaching 9 billion by 2050 while 
protecting important ecosystems and contributing to poverty alleviation 
in developing countries  Timber and pulp & paper are two of the focus 
areas of the partnership 

As part of the Responsible Asia Forestry & Trade partnership 
(RAFT) supported by the Australian and U.S. Governments, 
GFTN and TRAFFIC are working across the Asia Pacific region to bridge 
the gap between market and policy requirements and current practices 
through providing supply-side capacity building and technical support 
for companies on how to achieve legal and responsible forestry and trade  
GFTN and TRAFFIC are also documenting existing legality approaches 
and capturing key lessons learned in the region  RAFT’s work is geared 
towards supporting stakeholders to move away from business as usual 
with the longer term vision being not only to achieve FSC certification 
but to continue integrating approaches to sustainability that build on this 
even further 

ALLIES IN
RESPONSIBLE

FORESTRY
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Communications Manager
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Responsible Forestry Coordinator
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Responsible Purchasing Coordinator
allavero@wwf panda org
+ 34 600259156 

Karen Mo
Research & Development Specialist 
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+1 202 495 4154

© 1986 panda symbol and ® “WWF” and “Global Forest & Trade Network” Registered Trademarks 
of  WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (formerly World Wildlife Fund), WWF-International.

Why we are here

gftn.panda.org

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

GFTN.PANDA.ORG
•
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GFTN Global Contacts

List of regional contacts is available at gftn panda org

340 MILLION M3

24 MILLION 19 MILLION

205
$64 BILLION

GFTN participants trade 340 
million m3 of timber and fibre 
products

GFTN encompasses 
205 global companies, 
employing more than 
1 5 million people 
worldwide Trading by GFTN participants 

represents 13% of every 
forest product bought or sold 
internationally every year, with 
combined annual sales of US$64 
billion

GFTN participants 
manage over 24 million 
hectares of forests

GFTN participants manage 
nearly 19 million hectares of 
FSC certified forests, with 5 5 
million hectares in progress 
towards credible certification, 
and representing about 10% of the 
global FSC certified forest area

GFTN  
GLOBAL STATS
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