
In this newsletter:

· What do conservation and helping Indigenous to cultivate crops have in common?

· Is the mayor of Itapé corrupt or not?

The good thing about being new in the world of conservation is that you get to ask all kinds of stupid questions without getting funny faces looking at you. So here I was in Paraquay, starting work on the conservation of the Para Atlantic Forest and one of my projects was ‘Learning Indigenes how to cultivate crops’… Why?

Not that I do not like people and agriculture, but shouldn’t we be talking about forest conservation with these people? The answer is yes, but… when people have nothing to eat, you can talk what you want. They will do anything to get food. 
The forest in the state that is in Paraguay no longer contains sufficient wildlife for the Indigenes to hunt and live from. This is reality and will not change. If we want them to survive, we need to help them to change the way they live. The idea behind the cultivation of crops is that while helping people to provide in their basic needs (auto-consumption), it automatically lowers their need to cut forest, or hunt animals to extinction... hence conservation. This may sound easy. It is not! It is a dramatic change from their traditional way of life. Just as an example, imagine you had to change your current way of life, to one that contains hunting for food with traditional weapons in a forest. You would not live, you would want some help!
The above way of working with the Indigenes shows that WWF is taking a real look at the problems that underlie the deforestation and threats facing biodiversity. Only by addressing those we will be able to make a true change. Given this, you can imagine I was getting more and more enthusiastic about this project.

Back in to the civilised world… June was also the month to start work on the tree nursery in Itapé. After the initial meeting with shaking hands and touching ground, time to do some planning and determine responsibilities with the mayor of Itapé., our counterpart in this project. As it was my first negotiation in Latin-America I did not know what to expect. 

Having heard many stories about corruption I was preparing for the worst… to find a very nice person on the other side of the table. Be it, with a fair interest to get as much help and money as he could from me. But... what else would you expect from someone with a small budget? It looks like all things are in place to make things happen… lets’ see, we are in Paraguay.
In the next newsletter:

· Lots of (little) animals in Mbaracayu – nature reserve
· Progress with the Indigenas?
Reactions on this newsletter can be sent to: arjen.struijk@yahoo.com
- Conservation by cultivating crops? -
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