
On December 30, Costa Rica submitted its updated NDC.  

Costa Rica’s 2020 NDC presents enhanced mitigation targets that represent a reduction of an additional 0.26 

million tons of CO2e by 2030, compared to the 2015 target. Costa Rica commits to an absolute maximum of net 

emissions in 2030 of 9.11 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). According to CAT (2021), the NDC is 

among the very few in line with 2˚C. It is fully unconditional and presents a strong focus on Nature-based Solutions. 

Social and climate justice and a just transition are key cross-cutting elements. 

According to the Checklist for the NDCs We Want and taking and into account that Costa Rica is an upper-middle 

economy with low responsibility (around 0.02% of global emissions), we consider that the 2020 NDC is an NDC We 

Want. 

Mitigation: The 2020 NDC establishes an absolute single year 2030 emissions target and includes a multi-year 

emissions budget for the period of 2021-2030, which strengthened the target's ambition and transparency. The 

country went from a maximum net absolute emissions goal by 2030 of 9.37 to 9.11 million tons of CO2e, therefore 

committing to reducing an additional 0.26 million tons of CO2e by 2030. Costa Rica commits to an absolute 

maximum budget of net emissions for the period 2021 to 2030 of 106.53 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 

(CO2e). 

Participation and Inclusiveness: The 2020 NDC describes a robust participation process, reaching out to 

communities and groups that are more vulnerable to the climate crisis and which have less representation in 

decision-making spaces, such as Afro-descendants, women, youth, transsexuals, indigenous peoples, people with 

disabilities and elderly people. The document also describes how information was disclosed and how contributions 

received during the consultation process were considered.  

Social and Just Transition Policies: Social and Climate justice and just transition are key cross-cutting elements 

of the NDC. Just Transition is weaved into the NDC and identified by a specific icon to highlight its relationship with 

the climate agenda. Costa Rica sees the transformation process that decarbonization implies as the best vehicle to 

maximize decarbonization, increase resilience, and also improve the well-being of people and ecosystems. 

Nature-Based Solutions: Nature-based solutions have historically been strong components in Costa Rica’s 

climate plans. Among the 13 main action areas mentioned in the NDC are Ocean and Water Resources and 

Forests and Terrestrial Biodiversity. Measurable NbS related to energy, forests, agriculture and coastal wetlands 

are presented. 

Monitoring: The 2020 NDC mentions the commitment to establish a comprehensive monitoring mechanism to 

track the NDC implementation, including the monitoring of GHG emissions, social indicators and impacts on 

vulnerable groups and communities.  
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Quantitative Sectoral targets: Although he 2020 NDC established additional targets within sectors for Transport, 

Energy, Infrastructure, Waste, Agriculture, Forests and Biodiversity; and Ocean and water resources. However, as 

highlighted by the Climate Action Tracker (2021), it does not provide a detailed breakdown of the sectoral 

emissions contributions to the overall targets. According to CAT (2021), without those details, the analysis of its 

NDC is challenging., especially regarding the contribution of the forestry sector. 
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