
2015 NDC 2020 NDC  Analysis

1 Strenghtened 
mitigation targets 

Costa Rica is committed to a maximum of 9,374,000 
T CO2eq net emissions by 2030, with proposed 
emissions per capita of 1.73 net tons by 2030, 1.19 
Net Tons per Capita by 2050 and -0.27 Net Tons per 
Capita by 2100. The commitment includes an 
emissions reduction of GHG of 44%, of a Business 
As Usual (BAU) scenario, and a reduction of 25% of 
emissions compared to 2012 emissions. To 
accomplish this goal Costa Rica would have to 
reduce 170,500 tons of GHG per year until the year 
2030.

In addition, Costa Rica reaffirms its aspiration to 
achieve Carbon Neutrality by 2021 with total net 
emissions comparable to total emissions in 2005. 

Costa Rica commits to an absolute maximum of net emissions in 
2030 of 9.11 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) 
including all emissions and all sectors covered by the corresponding 
National Inventory of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

The 2015 NDC target established an absolute 
emissions limit by 2030 and a reduction from a 
historic base year (25% below 2012 levels). 
The 2020 NDC establishes an absolute single 
year 2030 emissions target, but also included a 
multi-year emissions budget for the period of 
2021-2030, which strengthened the target's 
ambition and transparency. The country went 
from a maximum net absolute emissions goal 
by 2030 of 9.37 to 9.11 million tons of CO2e, 
therefore committing to reducing an additional 
0.26 million tons of CO2e by 2030. 

2
An economy-wide 
absolute 2030 
target 

Economy-wide Absolut Maximum Limit Net 
Emissions of 9,374,000 TCO2e by 2030 (including 
LULUCF).

Economy wide absolute maximum of net emissions of 9.11 million T 
CO2eq by 2030. 

Both NDCs present an economy-wide absolute 
2030 target. 

AMBITION
MITIGATION

NDC CHECKLIST 
Costa Rica Analysis 



3
A 2021-2030 
carbon budget 
aligned to 1.5°C

The country is committed to a maximum of 
9,374,000 T CO2eq net emissions by 2030, with 
proposed emissions per capita of 1.73 net tons by 
2030, 1.19 Net Tons per Capita by 2050 and -0.27 
Net Tons per Capita by 2100. These numbers are 
consistent with the necessary global path to comply 
with 2°C goal. 

Costa Rica commits to an absolute maximum budget of net 
emissions for the period 2021 to 2030 of 106.53 million tons of 
carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), including all emissions and all 
sectors covered by the corresponding National Inventory of 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions. The country mentions that the target by 
2030 is consistent with the trajectory of the National Decarbonization 
Plan, the Long-Term Strategy presented by Costa Rica in 2019 and 
seeking net-zero emissions in 2050 and is consistent with the 1.5 ° C 
trajectory. 

The updated NDC presents a 2021-2030 
carbon budget and claims to be 1.5°C 
compatible. However, according to the Carbon 
Action Tracker (CAT, 2021), both NDCs are 
compatible with a 2°C trajectory. It is worth 
noting that the country is one of the few to 
reach this rating.

4
NDC targets 
aligned to a 2050 
or earlier Net-Zero 
Long-term 
Strategy 

Costa Rica included an adaptation component in its 
National Contribution, with clear commitments for 
2030. The component focuses on developing a 
National Adaptation Plan, Disaster Risk Reduction, 
Community-Based Adaptation, Ecosystem-Based 
Adaptation, Local Planning and Management of 
Territory Adatpation, Public Structure Adaptation, 
Environmental Health as an Adaptation Measure 
and Capacity Building, Technology Transfer and 
Financing Adaptation.

Costa Rica is committed to developing, by 2022, the National Policy 
for Adaptation to Climate Change, the Communication on Adaptation 
and the National Adaptation Plan. The National Policy for Adaptation 
to Climate Change (2018-2030) seeks to develop capacities and 
information for decision-making, the inclusion of adaptation criteria in 
instruments of financing and planning, the adaptation of public 
services, productive systems and infrastructure, and the 
implementation of Nature-based Solutions. 

The country presents 16 priority guidelines for adaptation measures, 
goals and targets by 2030.

Both NDCs present an adaptation component. 
While the 2015 NDC mentions that the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) is under development, 
the 2020 NDC refers to the NAP established in 
2018 and establishes priority guidelines for 
adaptation measures, goals and targets by 
2030.

5 Clear adaptation 
objectives

The NDC mentions Adaptation is present in the 
Strategic Government Plan 2015-2019. No clear 
objectives are mentioned.

The NDC commits to the development of integrated plans, with a 
focus on mitigation and adaptation, for the following sectors: energy; 
watershed integrated management; resilient human settlements; 
sustainable infrastructure and health; coastal and marine systems; 
biodiversity; sustainable agriculture, cattle ranching and aquaculture 
and circular economy. A monitoring system for loss and damage is 
also mentioned. A NAP will be developed with the suport of the GCF 
and UNEP.

The NDC mentions that plans with an 
integrated mitigation and adaptation focus will 
be developed. Loss and damage is also 
mentioned. Breaking the dichotomy or 
separation between adaptation and mitigation 
and fostering an integrated multidisciplinary, 
complementary and multisectoral approach, is 
one of Panama's  key aspirations.

ADAPTATION



6 Finance 
Commitments

The NDC mentions that Costa Rica reserves its 
sovereign right to use international compensation 
units to accomplish its goals within the National 
Contribution or, as well, within its Domestic 
Compensation Market.  No further information on 
costs of implementation or international support 
required are presented.

The NDC does not present estimated costs of implementation. It 
establishes financial objectives, including: i)  strengthening financial 
instruments such as payment  for ecosystem services, royalties and 
other carbon price instruments, as well as insurance and tariff and 
fiscal instruments to finance adaptation and mitigation needs; ii) 
develop a financial support instrument with the national banking 
system to promote energy transition; iii) By 2024, Costa Rica's 
Compensation Mechanism (MCCR) will have been launched as a 
successor to the Domestic Carbon Market, iv) By 2030 Costa Rica 
will have implemented a green tax reform instrument, consistent with 
the necessary paths for decarbonization.

It is also mentioned that by 2030, the Payment for Ecosystem 
Services Program, as well as other carbon price and fiscal and 
taxation instruments will have developed new financing mechanisms 
for adaptation and mitigation to climate change in line with the 
National REDD+ Strategy. In addition, Costa Rica intends to continue 
to lead the San Jose Principles for High Ambition and Integrity in 
International Carbon Markets, seeking to achieve a result of high 
ambition for the Paris Agreement's Article 6.

Both climate plans do not mention financial 
estimates needed for the NDC implementation. 
The 2020 NDC advances by mentioning 
financial mechanisms to be implemented at the 
national and international level, but presents 
specific financial objectives to be pursued at 
the domestic level. 

7 Clear conditional 
targets Not mentioned.

The NDC is not conditional to support of international climate finance. 
However, the country indicates that it has significant needs for 
financial support, technology transfer and capacity building to achieve 
its goals, particularly in the conditions of health and economic crisis 
after the global pandemic caused by COVID-19. 

In addition, it is mentioned that Costa Rica is currently developing 
instruments that will facilitate the identification of more specific 
implementation and support needs, such as the estimation of 
implementation costs of adaptation priorities reflected in planning 
instruments, as well as a strategy to mobilize financial resources for 
its implementation. 

Although the 2020 NDC is unconditional to 
international support, Costa Rica mentions 
significant needs of financial support, 
technology transfer and capacity building to 
achieve its goals, particularly considering the 
challenges brought by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

8
Moving from 
conditional to 
unconditional 
targets

Not mentioned. Not mentioned. Both NDCs are fully unconditional.

FINANCE



9
Increased 
sectoral 
coverage

Economy-wide sectoral coverage. 

It is mentioned that The AFOLU sector (agriculture, 
forestry, other land use) is included in the national 
goal for the Contribution. Costa Rica has been 
significantly improving metrics to quantify emissions 
and fixation in these sectors. Costa Rica will 
continue with improvements in metrics, deriving 
verifiable information through pilot actions such as 
NAMAs, Low Carbon Sector Strategies and the 
National REDD+ strategy, to define, with better 
accuracy, the sector contributions towards the 
National Contribution.

Economy-wide sectoral coverage. The contributions that Costa Rica 
presents in this NDC follow this logic of integral climatic action and in 
13 priority thematic areas of its society and economy.

Both NDCs present economy wide sectoral 
coverage.

FOSTERING SYSTEMIC CHANGE



10 Quantitative 
Sectoral targets

The NDC establishes a quantitative target for the 
sector of Energy. The contribution is to achieve and 
maintain a 100% renewable energy matrix by 2030. 
Mitigation options mentioned are:
-Reducing energy demand and GHG emissions 
(energy efficiency and conservation, low emissions 
development pathways;
-Decarbonizing energy supply (electricity, liquids, 
gases);
-Fuel switching in end-uses (buildings, transport, 
industry);
-Enhancing carbon sinks (land-use, reforestation).

 The 2020 NDC established additional targets 
within sectors for Transport, Energy, 
Infrastructure, Waste, Agriculture, Forests and 
Biodiversity; and Ocean and water resources. 
However, as highlighted by the Climate Action 
Tracker (2021),  it does not provide a detailed 
breakdown of the sectoral emissions 
contributions to the overall targets. Without 
those details, the analysis of its NDC is 
challenging. The biggest uncertainty in their 
updated NDC target is the expected 
contribution of the forestry sector.

The NDC establishes quantitative targets in sectors of Transport, 
Energy, Infrastructure, Waste, Agriculture, Forests and Biodiversity; 
and Ocean and water resources. 

1) Transport: i) By 2030, at least 8% of the country's public transport 
fleet will be zero emissions; ii) By 2030, the infrastructure will be 
expanded and improved to increase at least 5% non-motorized 
mobility travel (including pedestrian and bicycle mobility); iii) By 2030, 
at least 8% of the fleet of light vehicles - private and public - will be 
electric.

2) Energy: i) achieve and maintain a 100% renewable electrical 
generation in 2030; ii) By 2030, technological sustainability and 
energy efficiency measures in the passenger transport, cargo and 
industrial sectors will reduce black carbon emissions by 20% with 
respect to emissions in 2018.

3) Infrastructure: i) The country will increase its use in timber, 
bamboo and other local building materials, including those from 
sustainably managed forest plantations, up to a minimum of 10% in 
2025 over the 2018 baseline; ii) By 2030, 100% of new buildings are 
designed and built by adopting low emission systems and 
technologies based on bioclimatic parameters.

4) Integrated waste management: i) By 2025, at least 10 
municipalities will be implementing the National Composting Plan; ii) 
By 2030, at least 50% of sanitary sewerage coverage will be 
achieved in areas of high population density, incorporating resilience 
criteria to climate change; iii) By 2030, at least 50% of residual water 
in areas of high population density will receive treatment. 

              
        

       
               
              

               
 

            
             

            
            

        
          

          
     

              
          
          

          
            

             
            

           
           

            
          

          
      



         
       

     

             
            

         
          

                

          
         

         
          

    

           
         

           
             

         
    

          
         

           
         

             
         

5) Agriculture: i) By 2030, 70% of the livestock sector and 60% of the 
area dedicated to livestock farming will implement low-cost 
production systems that incorporate adaptation and resilience 
measures; ii) By 2030, a reduction in the total area of pastures will be 
maintained to an annual rate of 1% and an increase in the area of 
managed pastures at a rate of 1 to 2% per year compared to the 
baseline; 

6) Forests and biodiversity: i) By 2030, the country will increase and 
maintain its 60% forest cover, as long as this type of coverage does 
not compete with the agricultural sector; ii) By 2030, the country will 
maintain a rate of zero deforestation in forest; iii) By 2030, the 
application of complete silvopastoral and agroforestry systems will 
increase by 69,500 hectares; iv) By 2030, 1,000,000 hectares of 
forest cover will have been secured, including secondary forests, to 
avoid land degradation and favor biodiversity.

7) Ocean and water resources: i) By 2022, 30% of our ocean will be 
found under some official protection scheme; ii) The country will 
protect and conserve 100% of the coastal wetlands included and 
reported in the National Inventory of coastal wetlands (2016-2018) for 
the year 2025 and will increase the area of estuarine wetlands 
registered by at least 10% for the year 2030, to protect and conserve 
these ecosystems; iii) Costa Rica aspires to stop or revert to liquid 
loss from the coastal wetlands areas by 2030, through attention to 
the main causes of depletion and degradation, in accordance with the 
National Forest Inventory, iv) By 2025 and in the framework of the 
restoration of blue carbon ecosystems, Costa Rica will restore the 
priority coastal wetland areas, as identified in the implementation plan 
of the National Restoration Strategy, by 2030.



11 Key structural 
sectors included

The NDC mentions that Costa Rica has a century 
old tradition of investment in public education, and 
it’s one of the few countries in Latin America to 
invest 8% of GDP in public education. 

In addition, the 2015-2018 National Development 
Plan proposes as a strategic objective the promotion 
of actions against global climate change, through 
citizen participation, technology changes, innovation, 
research, and knowledge to guarantee security, 
human safety and the country’s competitiveness. It 
is also mentioned that its protected areas cover 25% 
of the territory and serve as an international tourism 
attraction, one of today’s main income activities for 
the country.

Environmental health in all its components (basic 
sanitation, integrated waste management, water 
quality for human consutmption, sewers, storm 
drains and dangerous substance controls) features 
as n Adaptation Measure.

The NDC mentions the structural sectors of education, health and 
tourism. Costa Rica is committed to implementing a national strategy 
for climate empowerment with actions in education, training, social 
awareness, access to information, citizen participation and 
international cooperation. This strategy will be created in an inclusive 
and participatory manner, including with the Culture and Education 
sectors, and will follow the best international practices for its creation. 
This strategy will have specific indicators and metrics and will 
centrally include young people, the Municipal Council for Climate 
Change, indigenous peoples and black communities. By 2030, the 
country is committed to providing vital public services (including 
health and education) through the application of norms and 
guidelines with adaptation criteria. In addition, the country seeks to 
incorporate adaptation criteria to the Certification of Sustainable 
Tourism and the Country Program for Carbon Neutrality.

Both NDCs mention key structural sectors, 
such as education and tourism. The 2020 NDC 
also addresses the sectors of health. 



12 Just transition 
policies

The NDC mentions that the government will confirm 
its role as a facilitator of enabling conditions which 
will allow the different sectors, communities and 
society in general define their mitigation and 
adaptation goals, based on their own economic, 
social and cultural, gender sensitive options for the 
wellbeing of a low emission economy. 

Costa Rica’s transition into a resilient and low 
emissions economy will require an integrated focus 
on energy and climate policy, based not only on a 
cost-benefit analysis, but also on a broader 
assessment of the social and environmental costs 
of a sustainable development pathway.

Costa Rica understands just trasition as an economy-wide process 
that produces plans, policies and investments that will result in a 
future with green and decent jobs, zero emissions, poverty 
erradicated and prosperous and resilent communities. 
To implement such vision, 3 steps are proposed:
-a diagnosis of green and blue jobs;
-by 2022, Costa Rica will establish a just transition governance led by 
the Ministry of Environment and Energy (MINAE), the Ministry of 
Human Development and Social Inclusion (MDHS) and the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Security (MTSS) for the sectors contemplated in 
the NDC. This governance will include a work group among the 
ministries to achieve a common understanding of just transition and 
to coordinate actions, as well as permanent spaces for dialogue 
between governments, representatives of employers and employers 
workers, women and young people from an intersectional 
perspective, indigenous peoples and Afrodescendent communities. 
- By 2024, Costa Rica will develop a Fair Transition Strategy, 
including the development and implementation of the necessary 
functions in the National Metric System of Climate Change 
(SINAMECC) to estimate the evolution of fair transition and the 
impact of climate action on vulnerable groups and groups, as well as 
to predict and anticipate changes in occupational demand caused by 
them. 

The 2020 NDC has a strong focus on social 
and climate justice and just transition, with a 
dedicated session. Just Transition elements 
are weaved into the NDC and identified by a 
specific icon to highlight their relationship with 
the climate agenda. Costa Rica sees the 
transformation process that decarbonization 
implies as the best vehicle to maximize 
decarbonization, increase resilience, and also 
improve the well-being of people and 
ecosystems.

13 Cross-sectoral 
approaches

The NDC mentions that one of the approaches 
proposed within its 2011 Technological Needs 
Assessment (TNA) with impacts both in mitigation 
and adaptation was the Sustainable Agricultural 
Production.

Some cross-sectoral approaches mentioned in the NDC are:  
- By 2030, the Payment for Environmental Services Program and 
other carbon pricing instruments, as well as fiscal and tax 
instruments, will have developed new financial mechanisms for 
adaptation and mitigation in consonance with the REDD+ strategy; 
-By 2022, guidelines and will be established and the Inclusive Fund 
for Sustainable Development will start operating;.
- By 2021, the implementation of the National Bioeconomy Strategy 
2020-2030 will have started;
- By 2024 the Costa Rica Compensation Mechanism will be launched 
to replace the Domestic Carbon Market. 

The 2020 NDC includes cross-sectoral 
approaches such as carbon pricing 
instruments, a Fund for Sustainable 
Development and a National Bioeconomy 
Strategy.



14

Inclusive 
process to invite 
inputs from 
institutions and 
citizens in the 
NDC design

As part of its “Open Government” policy, during 
2015, a number of sector-wide dialogues were 
organized by Costa Rica’s government, bringing 
together key stakeholders to discuss the country’s 
greenhouse effect gas reduction goals, within the 
INDCs context. Theses dialogues have enabled a 
clearer definitions of the sectoral plans and 
programs needed to accomplish the country’s 
climate action goals. 

The NDC mentions that the technical team of the Directorate for 
Climate Change (DCC) prepared a first NDC draft for consultation 
based on inputs from the modeling process and the process of future 
exploratory scenarios. The Ministry of Environment and Energy 
(MINAE) submitted this draft to the knowledge and consultation of the 
institutions and the public in general on November 27. The document 
was made available for consultations until December 11, 2020 on the 
DCC website. To strengthen this public consultation process, the 
DCC organized in November and in the beginning of 2020 a series of 
conversations with communities and groups vulnerable to the climate 
crisis and which had less representation in decision-making spaces. 
These conversations were to finally disclose the NDC 2020 and to 
receive feedback and comments. The DCC organized conversations 
with the Afro-descendant community, organized groups of women, 
youth, transsexual community, indigenous peoples, people with 
disabilities and elderly people.

Both NDCs mention inclusive processes to 
invite inputs from institutions and citizens in the 
design of the climate plans. The 2020 NDC 
advances by reaching out to communities and 
groups that are more vulnerable to the climate 
crisis and which have less representation in 
decision-making spaces, such as Afro-
descendants, women, youth, transsexuals, 
indigenous peoples, people with disabilities and 
elderly people.

15 Disclosure of 
information

The NDC mentions that Costa Rica has adopted an 
Open Government policy and is looking into 
strengthening accountability mechanisms, 
information access and availability, and citizen 
participation. The National Environmental 
Information System (SINIA) was created under the 
National Geo-Environmental Information Center 
(CENIGA) at the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy, and is hoping to promote an open data 
policy for all relevant climate information available 
for any citizen.

The technical staff of the Climate Change Directorate (DCC) 
prepared a first draft for consultation based on the inputs of the 
modeling process and the process of future exploratory scenarios. 
The Ministry of Environment and Energy (MINAE) submitted the draft 
for the knowledge and consultation of the institutions and the general 
public on November 27, 2020. The document was available for 
consultation until December 11, 2020 on the DCC website.

The 2020 NDC progresses by presenting 
details regarding the disclosure of information 
related to the NDC consultation process. 

INCLUSIVENESS AND PARTICIPATION



16 Reporting back 
on process Not mentioned.

In total, the consultation process received more than 165 comments, 
which the team from the Ministry of Environment and Energy 
processed between December 11 and December 18. The record of 
those comments can be found on the DCC website. The Governing 
Council approved the main goals and the consultation version of this 
NDC 2020 in its session of December 8, 2020. A first version of this 
NDC 2020, which contained only the main mitigation and adaptation 
goals, was presented to the Executive Secretariat of the UNFCCC on 
December 12 while the comments were processed. This document is 
the result of incorporating into the draft consultation the 
improvements collected through the public consultation process, the 
inputs provided by the Ministers during and after the Governing 
Council, and the comments received during conversations with the 
communities.

The 2020 NDC progresses by reporting back 
on the contributions received during the 
consultation process.
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The Ministry of Environment and Energy (MINAE)’s 
Climate Change Department is the entity in charge 
of implementing and following up on international 
commitments and implementation of climate 
policies. 

Overall, the National Contribution will be 
implemented by the following entities: 1) Inter-
Ministerial Council for Climate Change; 2) Ad-Hoc 
Operational Coordination Mechanism such as: Joint 
Commissions (agriculture and forestry, 
transportation and energy); 3) MINAE’s Climate 
Change Department; 4) The Climate Change 
Scientific Council, with international and national 
experts and academics, as well as members of the 
Government; 5) The Climate Change Citizen 
Consultation Council, which will create a permanent 
citizen participation forum on climate change, with 
wide private sector participation, organized civil 
society and academia to provide continuity to 
subjects and workgroups emerging from the 
sectorial forums in climate change.

The NDC also mentions that two open participation 
councils will be created, one technical-scientific and 
one multi-stakeholder platform, which will 
accompany the government’s climate planning and 
management. The Climate Change Citizen 
Consultation Council will create a permanent citizen 
participation forum on climate change, with wide 
private sector participation, organized civil society 
and academia to provide continuity to subjects and 
workgroups emerging from the sectorial forums in 
climate change.

The quantitative elements listed in the 2020 NDC were developed 
based on the models of climate action developed mainly by the 
academic staff of the University of Costa Rica, under the leadership 
of the technical team of the Directorate for Climate Change (DCC) 
and the contribution of numerous national and international people 
and organizations. The Climate Change Directorate also organized 
dialogues with the Afro-descendant community, organized groups of 
women, youth, transsexual community, indigenous peoples, people 
with disabilities and elderly people.

The 2015 NDC presents a participatory climate 
governance structure, including the Climate 
Change Scientific Council, the Climate Change 
Citizen Consultation Council and the Inter-
Ministerial Council for Climate Change. The 
2020 NDC mentions the role of academia to 
develop the climate models used to inform the 
NDC targets and also the role of the 
Directorate for Climate Change in leading the 
participatory process for updating the NDC.

Participatory 
Climate 

governance 
structures



18 Linkages with 
SDGs Not mentioned. The NDC specifically establishes which SDGs relate to each 

objective or goal for the sector and thematic areas addressed. 

The 2020 NDC advances by presenting the 
SDGs direcly related to each goal and thematic 
area and by presenting the implementation of 
the SDGs as a cross-cutting issue. 

19
Measurable 
Nature-based 
Solutions  

The NDC briefly mentions the National REDD+ 
strategy. In addition, it mentions that the country's 
Environmental Services Payment program (PSA), 
together with the National Conservation Areas 
System (SINAC) and Forestry law 7575 (1996), 
allowed Costa Rica to achieve a 52.4% of forest 
coverage by 2013. The total stock carbon stock, 
according to the national forestry inventory comes to 
804,593,099 tons of carbon, 52% of which is 
contained underground. The additional carbon 
dioxide sequestration potential is being evaluated 
under the light of more detailed metrics, the role of 
results-based payments for reduced emissions from 
deforestation and degradation, the role of increased 
carbon stocks, carbon stock conservation and 
sustainable forest management which must be 
adapted to emerging objectives and requirements.

It is also mentioned that MINAE is developing the 
National Forestry Financing Fund (FONAFIFO) and 
is currently developing its Emissions Reduction 
Program under the Carbon Fund (FCPF), known as 
the National REDD+ Strategy since 2010. The 
metrics to assess the potential for removals through 
forest sinks in Costa Rica are currently under review 
and in continuous improvement by the country’s 
authorities.

The NDC mentions measurable Nature-based Solutions related to 
energy, forests, agriculture and coastal wetlands. These solutions 
include: i) achieve and maintain a 100% renewable electrical 
generation in 2030; ii) by 2030, maintain a rate of net zero 
deforestation; iii) By 2030, the application of complete silvopastoral 
and agroforestry systems will increase by 69,500 hectares; iv) by 
2030, 1,000,000 hectares of forest cover will have been secured, 
including secondary forests, to avoid land degradation and favor 
biodiversity; v) By 2022, 30% of Costa Rica's ocean will be found 
under some official protection scheme; vi) protect and conserve 
100% of the coastal wetlands included and reported in the National 
Inventory of coastal wetlands (2016-2018) for the year 2025 and 
increase the area of estuarine wetlands registered by at least 10% for 
the year 2030, to protect and conserve these ecosystems; vii) stop or 
revert to liquid loss from the coastal wetlands areas by 2030, through 
attention to the main causes of depletion and degradation, in 
accordance with the National Forest Inventory; viii) by 2025 and in 
the framework of the restoration of blue carbon ecosystems, Costa 
Rica will restore the priority coastal wetland areas, as identified in the 
implementation plan of the National Restoration Strategy, by 2030.

Nature-based solutions are a strong focus of 
the 2020 NDC. Among the 13 main action 
areas are Ocean and Water Resources and 
Forests and Terrestrial Biodiversity. 
Measurable NBS related to energy, forests, 
agriculture and coastal wetlands are presented.

              CONTRIBUTION TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



20
A transparent 
national system 
to track 
implementation

The NDC mentions the creation of a National 
Territorial Information System (SNIT), within the 
National Registry, which should include land use 
change monitoring systems and will significantly 
contribute to the Monitoring, Verifications and 
Reporting (MRV) systems improvement proposed 
under the National Forestry Finance Fund 
(FONAFIFO)’s Emission Reduction Program.

The National Environmental Information System 
(SINIA) was created under the National Geo-
Environmental Information Center (CENIGA) at the 
Ministry of Environment and Energy, and is hoping 
to promote an open data policy for all relevant 
climate information available for any citizen.

Costa Rica is committed to developing, by 2022, the monitoring 
system for the follow-up of advances in the NDC. For 2030, the 
country will follow up on the social indicators required to guarantee 
gender equality and the empowerment of other vulnerable groups 
and communities, as well as seeking to consolidate the National 
Forest Monitoring System, including the platform of the National 
Coverage Monitoring System and Use of Land and Ecosystems 
(SIMOCUTE) and its link with the National System of Climate Change 
Metrics (SINAMECC) and other national environmental reporting 
systems and safeguards.  

The 2020 NDC mentions the commitment to 
establish a comprehensive monitoring 
mechanism to track the NDC implementation, 
including the monitoring of GHG emissions, 
social indicators and impacts on vulnerable 
groups and communities.
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