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❖ The conversion and loss of rangelands 
is done in silence and attracts little public 
attention.

❖ Pastoralist livelihoods and cultures 
around the world are under threat from 
shortsighted policies, weak governance, and 
economic incentives that undermine their 
productions systems.
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GLOBAL LAND OUTLOOK
Thematic Report on 
Rangelands and Pastoralists
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❖ Rangelands operate as complex social-
ecological systems with critical values, 
processes, goods, and services.

❖ Despite the extraordinary diversity and intrinsic 
value of rangelands and pastoralist systems, 
they rarely feature in global policy discussions 
or national development priorities.
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GLOBAL LAND OUTLOOK
Thematic Report on 
Rangelands and Pastoralists
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❖ Pastoralism and extensive livestock production 
systems are deeply rooted in the rangelands and 
often the most effective means to protect, 
sustainably manage, and restore rangelands.

❖ Greater political attention and informed 
investments are urgently needed to safeguard and 
improve the health and productivity of the 
rangelands and their inhabitants.
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GLOBAL LAND OUTLOOK
Thematic Report on 
Rangelands and Pastoralists
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Rangelands at the heart of 
Rio Conventions:
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1/3 of global biodiversity hotspots

1/3 of Earth's carbon reservoir

1/6 of humanity's food supply

support 2 billion livelihoods



UNCCD decision 29/COP.16 
Rangelands and Pastoralists
invites Parties to:

L A N D  
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prioritize policies and investments for the 
sustainable management of rangelands, 
recognizing their essential role in addressing key 
challenges related to food insecurity, 
desertification, land degradation and drought, 
biodiversity loss and climate change



Investing in rangelands can 
generate returns of up to 
US $35 for every US $1, thanks to 
the combined ecological and socio-
economic benefits





❖ Recognize rangelands’ economic contribution to 
national and regional economies, their role in 
sustaining biodiversity and wildlife and the multiple 
benefits they provide, from regulating water cycles to 
storing carbon

❖ Respect pastoralists, Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities, whose mobility, customary governance 
systems and ecological knowledge are essential to 
maintaining the health and productivity of these 
landscapes

❖ Restore rangelands by investing in sustainable land 
and water management, strengthening governance, 
improving drought preparedness and supporting 
community-led restoration efforts

DESERTIFICATION AND 
DROUGHT DAY 2026
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UNCCD COP17
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FINANCE DAY
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WATER DAY

2 5  



LAND & 
PEOPLE DAY
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FOOD SYSTEMS & SOIL 
HEALTH DAY
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Silk Road Journey from 
Riyadh to Ulaanbaatar

O U T R E A C H  A N D  A D V O C A C Y  C A M PA I G N  F O R  T H E  

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  Y E A R  O F  R A N G E L A N D S  A N D  PA S T O R A L I S T S



Why This Journey?
❖ Symbolic and physical 6,000 km caravan journey 

along the fabled Silk Road

❖ Celebrate the International Year of Rangelands 

and Pastoralists and build momentum from 

UNCCD COP16 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in Dec 

2024 to UNCCD COP17 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 

from 17-28 Aug 2026

❖ Highlight rangeland ecosystems and their 

stewards across numerous nations

❖ Strong visual storytelling, high visibility and 

media opportunities along the journey to ensure 

country ownership and partner engagement

L A N D  
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Objectives

❖ Spotlight sustainable rangeland 

solutions across the journey and 

around the world

❖ Secure investment and political 

support for rangelands

❖ Elevate pastoralist voices—especially 

women, Indigenous and local leaders

❖ Inspire global audiences through vivid, 

story-led communications



The Epic Journey

❖ Route follows historic Silk Road and 

includes several former UNCCD 

COP/CRIC host countries, including: 

Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, Uzbekistan, China 
and Mongolia

❖ Delegation leaders join final leg of the Silk 

Road Journey – arrival into Ulaanbaatar 

during COP17 high-level segment

❖ Joint Call to Action urging support for 

rangelands and pastoralists, building on 

COP16 decision and setting the stage for 

Rangelands Flagship Initiative adoption

L A N D  
H O P E



THANK YOU AND SEE YOU IN ULAANBAATAR!

More information: https://www.unccd.int/cop17



United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification
P.O. Box 260129
D-53153 Bonn, Germany

Office Location
UNCCD
Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1
D-53113 Bonn, Germany

Switchboard
Tel: 00 49 228 815 2800
Email: secretariat@unccd.int

mailto:secretariat@unccd.int
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One Land, One Vision: Integrating Rangeland and 
Pastoralist Solutions into Global Environmental 

Frameworks

Webinar Series on Sustainable Rangelands and 
Pastoralism

Integrated land use planning to strengthen synergies 
across land, biodiversity and climate action

Feras Ziadat

Land and Water Division - FAO
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Restoration of Agricultural Land 

> 60 %
Of Human-Induced Land 

Degradation occurs in 

Agricultural Land (cropland 

and pastureland)

Reducing food 
production and 
sustainability

Without restoration of 

cropland and pastureland

Achieving LDN and Food 

Security is not possible

BUTBy 2050

The role 

of ILUP?



Reversing the trend

3

Sustainability and Resilience vs Degradation and Vulnerability 

What is the role of ILUP to reverse the trend?

FAO Land & Water 
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Integrated Land Use Planning
Guidelines - An Update

FAO Land & Water 



Paradigm shift in ILUP

• Top-down land use planning

• Integrated land use planning

• Participatory land use planning

• PEOPLE IN PLANNING

• EMERGING ISSUES IN LAND USE PLANNING
– Climate change

– Restoration of degraded land, Land Degradation Neutrality and biodiversity 

– Peri-urban and urban agriculture

– Tenure and land rights of women and indigenous peoples

– Mainstreaming, upscaling and outscaling land use planning results

FAO Land & Water 5
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Linkages between different levels 

in multi-scale land use planning 

FAO Land & Water 

- Multi-sectoral 

- Integrated

- Participatory  



Step-wise approach in ILUP

FAO Land & Water 7



Suggested Indicators – Step 5

FAO Land & Water 8

Environmental Social Economic 
Land Degradation 

Neutrality
Biodiversity Climate Change 

Agricultural water 
consumption

Farmer gender distribution Agricultural GDP LDN indicators: 

Soil organic carbon

Kunming–Montreal GBF 
Indicators

Indicators related to climate 
change resilience

Water use intensity 
and efficiency

Farmer age distribution Cost/benefit analysis Land productivity Threatened species Surface temperature change

Water stress Poverty rate Employment Land cover/use changes Area of new ecosystem 
restoration

Gross agricultural greenhouse 
gas emissions

Forest cover Access to basic services Inflation rate Desertification Agricultural biodiversity Land use, land use change, and 
forestry (LULUCF) 

Air quality Food loss and waste Trade balance Wind and water erosion Spatial planning Agriculture, forestry and other 
land uses (AFOLU) 

Ecosystems 
degradation

Indigenous Peoples and 
communities

Transparent markets and 
trade

Soil salinization

Civic groups engagement Expenditure on agricultural 
research

Soil pollution

Land use policy Agricultural infrastructure Soil quality

Stakeholder engagement 
mechanism

Land tenure and ownership
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Appraisal (ranking) of land use option
Goal Achievement Analysis Matrix

FAO Land & Water 

ILUP for enhancing 

synergies between Rio 

conventions at 

national level.



Thank you !

Sources: 

Guidelines for Land Use Planning (1993)
https://www.fao.org/3/t0715e/t0715e00.htm

Integrated Land Use Planning Guidelines – an update
Forthcoming

https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/8e2fc4bc-086d-4294-95ba-

f69ce18f03e9/content 

Land resource planning for sustainable land management 
Arabic https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937AR

English https://www.fao.org/3/i5937e/i5937e.pdf  

French https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937FR

Russian https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937RU

Land Resources Planning Toolbox 

https://www.fao.org/land-water/land/land-governance/land-

resources-planning-toolbox/en/  

The State of the World’s Land and Water Resources for Food and 

Agriculture 2025
https://www.fao.org/publications/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-the-worlds-land-and-water-

resources-for-food-and-agriculture/en

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish 

   Contact: feras.ziadat@fao.org

                 

10FAO Land & Water 

https://www.fao.org/3/t0715e/t0715e00.htm
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/8e2fc4bc-086d-4294-95ba-f69ce18f03e9/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/8e2fc4bc-086d-4294-95ba-f69ce18f03e9/content
https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937AR
https://www.fao.org/3/i5937e/i5937e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937FR
https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937RU
https://www.fao.org/land-water/land/land-governance/land-resources-planning-toolbox/en/
https://www.fao.org/land-water/land/land-governance/land-resources-planning-toolbox/en/
https://www.fao.org/publications/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-the-worlds-land-and-water-resources-for-food-and-agriculture/en
https://www.fao.org/publications/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-the-worlds-land-and-water-resources-for-food-and-agriculture/en
mailto:feras.ziadat@fao.org


Policy Tools to 
help streamline 
NDCs and 
NBSAPs at global 
and national 
level

Martina Fleckenstein, 
WWF Food & Agriculture 
Practice



From silos to synergies in global climate, biodiversity, 
and land governance



Aligning international policy processes for climate, land, and 
biodiversity

International climate, biodiversity and land policy regimes have been developed in parallel under 
different conventions, with different implementation levels and funding mechanisms at global and 

national levels.

CBD



Nature Positive Agriculture and Food Systems as Cross-Cutting Lever 

Food Systems Transformation

UNCCD/LDN



The Food Forward Initiative
WWF, Climate Focus, and partners support decisionmakers to advance climate and biodiversity action in 
agriculture and food systems as part of the global climate, biodiversity, and sustainable development agendas.



Two new tools help advance these synergies.



The updated tool has 37 

policy options across five 

intervention areas.



Grassland practices



Overview

Concrete measures to implement

 

Enabling governance measures

Tools and guides for implementation 

Synergies

• Climate change mitigation benefits
• Climate change adaptation benefits (contribution to specific GGA Targets)
• Biodiversity benefits (contribution to specific KM-GBF Targets)
• Other sustainable development benefits

Main implementation challenges, potential negative externalities, and trade-offs

Measures to minimize challenges and potential negative externalities and trade-offs

Monitoring tools, indicators and frameworks

• Monitoring biodiversity outcomes
• Monitoring climate outcomes

Implementation costs

Intervention in practice 

Guidance for each 
policy option in 

Food Forward NDCs 
and NBSAPs Tool 



Contact: Haseeb Bakhtary at h.bakhtary@climatefocus.com and Martina Fleckenstein at mfleckenstein@wwfint.org

https://foodforwardndcsnbsaps.panda.org/

mailto:h.bakhtary@climatefocus.com
mailto:mfleckenstein@wwfint.org
https://foodforwardndcsnbsaps.panda.org/
































Resources & Recording

 Further resources & recording emailed through IUCN Engage 

 Visit engage.iucn.org  to stay updated

Contact Information

 Leonie.meier@wwf.de 

http://engage.iucn.org/
mailto:Leonie.meier@wwf.de
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