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Table 3: WWF key messages and text proposals for Section B.bis  
Please note that Table 1 contains WWF text proposals for mission, goals and targets. Table 2 contains WWF text proposals for Sections A-D and H-K 
(not negotiated at WG2020-3). 

Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

[title:] B.bis Principles and Approaches 
[Guidance] for the implementation of the 
framework 

 

WWF recommends deprioritizing 
the negotiation of B.bis at WG-
2020-4.  
 
.  

B.bis Cross-cutting Principles and Approaches 
[Guidance] for the implementation of the 
framework 

Despite its potential 
added value, Section 
B.bis partially duplicates 
elements already included 
in the Convention, and 
many elements that are 
already proposed under 
specific goals and targets. 
WWF is concerned that 
significant time will be 
required to negotiate this 
section. 
 
If B.Bis is negotiated at 
WG2020-4, to save time, 
a Friends of the Co-chairs 
group may prepare a 
streamlined version for 

                                                
1 From the document CBD/WG2020/3/L.2, in which the text for Section b.bis is presented with a gray shade, and represents the proposal developed by the Co-
Chairs of the OEWG, together with submissions from some delegates. The elements were included as submitted as were not discussed in contact group 1. 
2 Please note that, in order to make WWF proposals more visible, the original B.bis compiled text will be presented in this column without the parts that were 
underlined and/or in bold (as they appeared in CBD/WG2020/3/L.2). The parts in bold represent WWF new text and the parts in strikethrough are suggested 
deletions. 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

Parties to negotiate in a 
Contact Group. 

[chapeau:] The following principles and 
approaches were [guidance was] used in 
the development of the global biodiversity 
framework and should guide and underpin 
its implementation: 

To keep section B.Bis short and 
to the point, it should only contain 
principles and approaches that 
are cross-cutting. Principles and 
approaches for specific areas or 
elements of the framework should 
not be included here.   

The following cross-cutting principles and 
approaches were [guidance was] used in the 
development of the global biodiversity 
framework and should guide and underpin its 
implementation: 

 

1.      This is a framework for all, for the 
whole of government and the whole of 
society. Its implementation requires 
inclusive and integrative governance, 
policy coherence and effectiveness, 
political will and recognition at the highest 
levels of government. Sound 
environmental governance is essential, 
including a well-functioning judicial and 
enforcement system. Its successful 
implementation also relies on actions by 
national Governments, including 
subnational governments, cities and other 
local authorities, intergovernmental 
organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, indigenous peoples and 
local communities (including through the 
Edinburgh Declaration), women’s groups, 
youth groups, the business and finance 
community, the scientific community, 

This paragraph should:  
 
1. Include reference on the need 
to set up or strengthen 
representative and inclusive 
multi-stakeholder and multi-
sectoral processes to 
implement the framework. 
 
2. Remove mention of the 
Edinburgh Declaration. 

1.      This is a framework for all, based on 
for the whole of government and the whole of 
society approaches. Its implementation 
requires political will and recognition at the 
highest levels of government, inclusive and 
integrative governance, policy coherence and 
effectiveness, and political accountability will 
and recognition at the highest levels of 
government. Sound environmental governance, 
is essential including a well-functioning judicial 
and enforcement system, is essential. Its 
successful implementation also relies on actions 
by national Governments, including subnational 
governments, cities and other local authorities, 
intergovernmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations, iIndigenous 
pPeoples and local communities (including 
through the Edinburgh Declaration), women’s 
groups, youth groups, the business and finance 
community, the scientific community, academia, 
faith-based organizations, representatives of 

If the Edinburgh 
Declaration is listed, then 
many other relevant 
declarations produced by 
various actors in the last 
years should also be 
included. WWF suggests 
removing the Edinburgh 
declaration to avoid 
building a long list of 
declarations.  
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

academia, faith-based organizations, 
representatives of sectors related to or 
dependent on biodiversity, citizens at 
large, and other stakeholders. Enhancing 
collaboration and cooperation through 
reinforcing existing partnerships and 
establishing new ones will be key to the 
full implementation of the framework. 

sectors related to, having an impact or being 
dependent on biodiversity, citizens at large, and 
other stakeholders. Enhancing Strengthening 
collaboration and cooperation through 
representative and inclusive multi-
stakeholder and multi-sectoral processes 
and reinforcing existing and new partnerships 
and establishing new ones will be key to the 
fully equitable and effective implementation of 
the framework. 

2.      The framework’s implementation 
and effectiveness will be promoted by 
enhancing [[further enhanced by 
collaboration and coordination with a view 
to enhancing] coherence and synergies 
between the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety, the Nagoya Protocol on Access 
and Benefit-sharing, other biodiversity-
related conventions and Rio conventions, 
and other relevant multilateral agreements 
and international processes, organizations 
and processes, as applicable, at the 
global, regional, subregional and national 
levels.  

This paragraph should include 
that coherence and synergies are 
also needed with relevant 
multilateral organizations. 

2.      The framework’s effective 
implementation and effectiveness will be 
improved promoted by enhancing [[further 
enhanced by collaboration and coordination 
with a view to enhancing] coherence and 
synergies between the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, 
the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-
sharing, other biodiversity-related conventions 
and Rio conventions, and other relevant 
multilateral agreements and organizations and 
international processes, organizations and 
processes, as applicable, at the global, regional, 
subregional and national levels. 

 

2 bis.    The framework’s implementation 
will rely on national action plans outlining 
the contribution of each action for the 
different targets, identifying relevant 

This paragraph should:  
 
1. Make clear that each national 
target and action should 

2 bis.    The framework’s implementation will 
rely on national targets and national action 
plans outlining the contribution of each target 
and action for the different to the global goals 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

stakeholders and promoting ownership by 
recognizing the multiple values of 
biodiversity and remote responsibility for 
biodiversity change. Furthermore, 
implementation will need to be 
mainstreamed across key economic 
sectors and supported by adequate 
national level policies involving legal, 
economic and behavioural tools, with 
national and international rewarding 
mechanisms, and detailed plans for 
biodiversity protection and ecological 
restoration. Accountability needs to be 
ensured by the systematic and 
transparent assessment of progress 
supported by the implementation of 
national biodiversity monitoring and 
observation networks. 

contribute to global goals and 
targets.  
 
2. Use wording in line with a 
rights-based and participatory 
approach. 
 
3. Make clear that the aim of  
mainstreaming is to transform 
key sectors.  

and targets, identifying and working together 
with relevant rights-holders and stakeholders 
and promoting broad, collective societal 
action and ownership by recognizing the 
multiple values of biodiversity and remote 
responsibilitiesy for biodiversity a nature-
positive change. Furthermore, implementation 
will need to be mainstreamed across key 
economic sectors and supported by adequate 
national level policies, legislation and 
regulations involving to transform key 
sectors and legal, economic and behavioursal 
tools, including through with national and 
international rewarding mechanisms, and 
detailed plans for biodiversity protection and 
ecological restoration. Accountability needs to 
be ensured and should be supported by the 
systematic, and transparent and participatory 
monitoring and assessment of progress 
supported by the implementation of national 
biodiversity monitoring and observation 
networks. 

3.      The framework’s implementation 
requires the [acknowledges the need for] 
appropriate recognition of [rights-based 
approaches], gender equality, gender-
responsive approaches, empowerment of 
women and girls and youth and 
indigenous peoples and local 
communities, and their full, effective and 
equal participation in its implementation 

This paragraph should integrate 
the critical elements proposed 
in paragraphs 3, 3.ter 4 and 
4.bis into a single paragraph to 
avoid repetitions and streamline 
this section.  
WWF suggests a formulation to 
address: 
1. The obligation to respect, 

WWF proposes this reformulation of paragraphs 
3, 3.ter, 4 and 4.bis: 
 
3.     The framework will be implemented fully 
respecting, protecting and fulfilling human 
rights, including the right to a clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment, and the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities, in a 
manner to ensure the respect, preservation and 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

and review.  protect and fulfill human 
rights, including the right 
to a clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment; 

2. IPLCs rights, including 
their right to free, prior and 
informed consent; 

3. Intergenerational equity; 
4. Diverse world views, 

values and different 
conceptualizations of Nature, 
including Mother Earth; 

5. Applying a human rights-
based approach; 

6. Gender equality and 
empowerment of women 
and girls.  

maintenance of the knowledge, innovations and 
sustainable practices of Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities as well as their right to 
free, prior and informed consent in accordance 
with UNDRIP and international human rights 
law, while fostering intergenerational equity, and 
being mindful of the diverse world views, values 
and knowledge systems, including different 
conceptualizations of Nature and biodiversity, 
such as those recognized by some cultures as 
Mother Earth. Applying human rights-based 
approaches will advance gender equality, and 
ensure meaningful and effective engagement 
and empowerment of women and girls in the 
implementation of the framework.  

3 bis.    The framework recognizes that the 
conservation of biological diversity is a 
common concern of humankind. Its 
implementation shall be guided by the 
principle of equity and common but 
differentiated responsibilities, in the light 
of different national circumstances, and 
based upon respect for the countries’ 
sovereignty over their natural wealth and 
resources.  

WWF proposes that this para 
should focus on general principles 
related to Parties’ responsibilities: 
● The first sentence of the 

paragraph should also 
underline the critical 
importance of biodiversity as 
the basis of life on earth and 
that the conservation of 
biological diversity is a 
common responsibility of all 
humankind.  

 
● The second sentence should 

3 bis.  The framework recognizes that the 
conservation of biological diversity is the basis 
of life on earth and its conservation a 
common concern objective of all humankind.  
 
Its implementation shall be guided by the Rio 
declaration on environment and 
development and its the principles of equity 
and common but differentiated responsibilities, 
in the light of different national circumstances, 
and based upon respect for the recognizing 
countries’ sovereignty rights over their natural 
wealth and resources and that States are 
responsible for conserving their biological 

WWF believes that a key 
issue is how these 
principles are applied and 
implemented. In no way 
should the application of 
these principles lead to a 
lowering of ambition or 
action by a Party. 
 
See Rio Declaration on 
Environment and 
Development, which has 
been referenced in 
decision CBD/CO/VIII/9 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

refer to the Rio declaration and 
all its principles, rather than 
focus on a few.  

 
● WWF also proposes to 

complement the reference to 
a preambular paragraph of the 
Convention text (on States’ 
sovereign rights over their own 
biological resources), with a 
reference to an additional and 
equally important preambular 
paragraph about States’ 
responsibility to conserve their 
biological diversity and to use 
their biological resources in a 
sustainable manner. 

 
● The phrase ‘in the light of 

different national 
circumstances’ is superfluous 
and can be removed, 
assuming that relevant parts of 
para 5 below will be retained. 

diversity and for using their biological 
resources in a sustainable manner. 

 
See the text of the 
Convention on biological 
diversity (1992), in 
particular preambular 
paragraphs 4-5; 
● Reaffirming that 

States have 
sovereign rights over 
their own biological 
resources.  

● Reaffirming also that 
States are 
responsible for 
conserving their 
biological diversity 
and for using their 
biological resources 
in a sustainable 
manner. 

 
 

3 ter.    Respecting the rights of 
indigenous peoples and local 
communities and their important roles and 
contributions as stewards of biodiversity 
and partners in restoration, conservation 
and sustainable use, the implementation 
of the framework will be undertaken in line 

WWF suggests integrating key 
elements from 3 ter. into a 
reformulation of paragraph 3 and 
removing this additional 
paragraph. 

3 ter.    Respecting the rights of indigenous 
peoples and local communities and their 
important roles and contributions as stewards of 
biodiversity and partners in restoration, 
conservation and sustainable use, the 
implementation of the framework will be 
undertaken in line with human rights obligations, 

 



 

7 

Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

with human rights obligations, and in a 
manner so as to ensure the respect, 
preservation and maintenance of the 
knowledge, innovations and sustainable 
practices of indigenous peoples and local 
communities, including through their full 
and effective participation in decision-
making and with free, prior, and informed 
consent, prior and informed consent or 
approval and involvement, in accordance 
with relevant national legislation and  
international obligations and instruments. 

and in a manner so as to ensure the respect, 
preservation and maintenance of the 
knowledge, innovations and sustainable 
practices of indigenous peoples and local 
communities, including through their full and 
effective participation in decision-making and 
with free, prior, and informed consent, prior and 
informed consent or approval and involvement, 
in accordance with relevant national legislation 
and  international obligations and instruments. 

4.      The framework will be 
implemented fully respecting protecting 
and fulfilling human rights, and further 
respecting [the right to a safe, clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment] [the 
right to development], the rights of 
persons with disabilities and people in 
vulnerable situations, indigenous peoples 
and local communities’ land tenure rights 
[as well as the] and [right to] free, prior 
and informed consent of indigenous 
peoples and local communities [as 
reflected]  in accordance with the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and international 
human rights law, [as well as] as while 
fostering intergenerational equity, and 

WWF suggests integrating key 
elements from paragraph 4 into a 
reformulation of paragraph 3 and 
removing this additional 
paragraph. 

4.      The framework will be implemented 
fully respecting protecting and fulfilling human 
rights, and further respecting [the right to a safe, 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment] 
[the right to development], the rights of persons 
with disabilities and people in vulnerable 
situations, indigenous peoples and local 
communities’ land tenure rights [as well as the] 
and [right to] free, prior and informed consent of 
indigenous peoples and local communities [as 
reflected]  in accordance with the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and international human rights law, [as 
well as] as while fostering intergenerational 
equity, and mindful of the diverse world views, 
values and knowledge systems, including 
different conceptualizations of Nature and 
biodiversity, including cosmobiocentric 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

mindful of the diverse world views, values 
and knowledge systems, including 
different conceptualizations of Nature and 
biodiversity, including cosmobiocentric 
approaches of living and those recognized 
by some cultures as Mother Earth.  

approaches of living and those recognized by 
some cultures as Mother Earth. 

4 bis.    Implementation of the framework 
must respect the rights of indigenous 
peoples and local communities in 
accordance with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and in human rights law, 
including their right to be secure in the 
enjoyment of their own means of 
subsistence and development, and to 
engage freely in all their traditional and 
other economic activities, as set out in the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.] 

WWF suggests integrating key 
elements from 4 bis into a 
reformulation of paragraph 3 and 
removing this additional 
paragraph. 

4 bis.    Implementation of the framework must 
respect the rights of indigenous peoples and 
local communities in accordance with the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and in human rights law, including their 
right to be secure in the enjoyment of their own 
means of subsistence and development, and to 
engage freely in all their traditional and other 
economic activities, as set out in the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.] 

 

5.      The goals and targets of the 
framework are integrated and are intended 
to balance the three objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. While 
some targets may be more relevant to 
specific local contexts and circumstances, 
efforts by all governments and 
stakeholders across all goals and targets 
will be essential to ensure the successful 

1. Remove the last suggested 
sentence on international trade 
as it is already addressed in 
paragraph 6.  
 
2. Clarify that the objective is to 
secure progress on the three 
objectives of the Convention, and 
not only balance them. 

5.      The goals and targets of the framework 
are integrated and are intended to balance and 
secure progress on the three objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. While some 
targets may be more relevant to specific local 
contexts and circumstances, efforts by all 
governments and stakeholders across all goals 
and targets will be essential to ensure the 
successful implementation of the framework as 
a whole. Measures taken under the framework, 

The last sentence should 
be removed as it is far too 
detailed for a section on 
principles and approaches 
for implementation, and is 
already addressed in the 
paragraph 6 reference to 
Parties’ rights and 
obligations.  
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

implementation of the framework as a 
whole. Measures taken under the 
framework, including unilateral ones, 
should not constitute a means of arbitrary 
or unjustifiable discrimination or a 
disguised restriction on international 
trade. 

including unilateral ones, should not constitute a 
means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination 
or a disguised restriction on international trade. 

6.      The global biodiversity framework 
is to be implemented in line with the 
objectives and other provisions of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, and of 
the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols, as 
applicable. Nothing in it shall be 
interpreted as implying a change in the 
rights and obligations of a Party under any 
existing international agreements.  

6 bis.    The global biodiversity framework 
is to be implemented based on sound 
science and in line within full respect of 
the precautionary principle as well as the 
ecosystem approach. the objectives and 
other provisions of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, and of the Cartagena 
and Nagoya Protocols, as applicable. 

6 and 6 bis cover similar issues. 
WWF suggests rephrased text to 
merge paragraphs 6 and 6.bis 
by integrating their main 
elements. 

WWF proposal to rephrase text, merging 
paragraphs 6 and 6.bis: 
 
The global biodiversity framework is to be 
implemented based on science and evidence, 
and by using evidence-based approaches and 
tools, including the ecosystem approach and 
nature-based solutions. The implementation 
of the framework has to respect Parties’ rights 
and obligations under the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, and of the Cartagena and 
Nagoya Protocols, and other international 
agreements and instruments, as applicable. 

 

6 ter.    The framework is to be 
implemented in line with the One Health 
approach which aims to sustainably 

WWF suggests to remove 6 ter, 
since the One Health approach 
can be addressed in the 
framework as a new target and 

6 ter.    The framework is to be implemented in 
line with the One Health approach which aims 
to sustainably balance and optimize the health 
of people, animals and ecosystems. 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

balance and optimize the health of people, 
animals and ecosystems.  

there will be no need to duplicate 
here.  

6 quater.        At its fifth session, the 
United Nations Environment Assembly, in 
its resolution on nature-based solutions 
for supporting sustainable development, 
formally adopted the definition of nature-
based solutions as being “actions to 
protect, conserve, restore, sustainably use 
and manage natural or modified terrestrial, 
freshwater, coastal and marine 
ecosystems, which address social, 
economic and environmental challenges 
effectively and adaptively, while 
simultaneously providing human well-
being, ecosystem services and resilience 
and biodiversity benefits”. 

WWF suggests that this text is 
included as a footnote to a 
reference to nature-based 
solutions in 6/6.bis.  

6 quater. Footnote  At its fifth session, the 
United Nations Environment Assembly, in its 
resolution on nature-based solutions for 
supporting sustainable development, formally 
adopted the definition of nature-based solutions 
as being “actions to protect, conserve, restore, 
sustainably use and manage natural or modified 
terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine 
ecosystems, which address social, economic 
and environmental challenges effectively and 
adaptively, while simultaneously providing 
human well-being, ecosystem services and 
resilience and biodiversity benefits”. 

 

6. quinquies “The framework will be 
implemented in alignment with measures 
to foster transformative and innovative 
education at all levels, including 
environmental, biodiversity, and cultural 
diversity and transdisciplinary curricula, 
as well as science-policy interface studies, 
fully operationalized and supported at 
primary, secondary, and higher education 
levels, in order to mainstream biodiversity 
values in current and future generations 

WWF suggests to remove 6. 
quinquies, since B.bis should 
focus on cross-cutting principles 
and approaches.   
 
A paragraph on the importance of 
education for the implementation 
of the framework could instead be 
included in section K. Outreach, 
awareness and uptake.  

6. quinquies. The framework will be 
implemented in alignment with measures to 
foster transformative and innovative education 
at all levels, including environmental, 
biodiversity, and cultural diversity and 
transdisciplinary curricula, as well as science-
policy interface studies, fully operationalized 
and supported at primary, secondary, and 
higher education levels, in order to mainstream 
biodiversity values in current and future 
generations 
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Text from OEWG3 outcome document (on 
B.bis)1  

WWF key messages on 
elements to be included 

WWF text proposals  
(new text in bold; deletions in strike through; 
critical text to be unbracketed and maintained is 
underlined; rephrased text in italics and in bold 
the parts that represent significant changes 
from the OEWG3 texts)2 

Comments and 
explanations 

7.      The full implementation of the 
framework requires can only be 
implemented if adequate, available and 
easily accessible resources, from all 
sources, are made, reducing the burden 
on accessing resources. , in line with 
Article 20 of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity. 

WWF proposes: 
1. To delete reference to 

Articles of the Convention in 
this paragraph in order to 
streamline the text and 
instead clarify the 
importance of Article 20 
under CBD/SBI/3/L.9, 
paragraph 3. 

2. To complement this para 
with other financial 
resources and finance 
related needs.   

7.      The full implementation of the 
framework requires can only be implemented if 
adequate, timely available and easily 
accessible resources, from all sources, are 
made, reducing the burden on accessing 
resources. , in line with Article 20 of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity., the 
efficient and effective use of these 
resources, as well as the alignment of public 
and private financial flows with the goals 
and targets of the framework. 
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