


2

Our food systems thrive on nature and the services it provides, but today they are destabilizing our planet and 

failing to provide all people with healthy and nutritious diets. Food systems are responsible for 80 per cent of 

deforestation, 70% of the biodiversity loss on land and 50% in freshwater, and produce around 30% of all 

greenhouse gas emissions. Between 720 and 811 million people faced hunger in 2020 - as many as 161 million 

more than in 2019. This happens while over 2 billion are obese or overweight and close to 40% of all food 

produced goes uneaten (it is either wasted or lost). There are just nine harvests left until 2030, when we are due 

to deliver the sustainable development goals (SDGs). Recognizing that food systems stand between us and the 

delivery of SDGs, the UN secretary general called the first ever Food Systems Summit, a key opportunity to 

accelerate and scale transformations to halt and reverse biodiversity loss, keep global warming within 1.5oc and 

feed the world healthy and nutritious diets, within planetary boundaries.

Bringing together stakeholders from across food systems, the 

Summit is structured around five key Action Tracks that have far-

reaching goals and provide opportunity to deliver systemic change:

• Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all 

– to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition and reduce the 

incidence of non-communicable disease, enabling all people to 

be nourished and healthy

• Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable consumption patterns – to 

build consumer demand for sustainably produced food, 

strengthen local value chains, improve nutrition, and promote 

the reuse and recycling of food

• Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive production – to deliver 

the fundamental human right to healthy and nutritious food, 

within planetary boundaries

• Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods – to promote full 

and productive employment and decent work for all actors along 

the food value chain, ensuring food systems leave no one behind

• Action Track 5: Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and 

stresses – to help people everywhere participate in food systems 

that, despite shocks and stressors, deliver food security, 

nutrition and equitable livelihoods for all

These Action Tracks align with WWF’s 

Food Practice vision of food systems 

that conserve and enhance nature while 

providing healthy and nutritious food 

to all current and future generations. 

They also align with the Food Practice´s 

theory of change and systems-based 

approach that are organized around 

three pathways: (i) nature-positive 

production, (ii) sustainable diets and 

(iii) food loss and waste. 

• 50% of all area used for food 

production is sustainably managed, 

with no conversion, by 2030

• Human and environmental health 

are aligned to halve the footprints of 

diets globally by 2030

• Food loss and waste is halved by 

2030
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By chairing Action Track 3, WWF works both as a convener for the Summit and also as an active partner in the 

process. With WWF´s support, the Summit will:

Catalyse bold, game-changing solutions that lead to systemic change, accounting for trade-offs and seeking 

synergies across Action Tracks, and implementing a strong follow-up and review mechanism to link to existing 

multilateral processes and institutions.

Deliver systemic change with solutions that are locally relevant and context-specific, being mindful that there are 

no one-size-fits-all solutions and ensuring local stakeholders are actively involved and inclusive approaches are 

prioritized.

Drive broad participation, particularly of the most vulnerable and under-represented, recognizing the 

fundamental need to involve those who depend on, contribute to and rely on food systems, by remaining mindful 

of the digital divide and fostering novel partnerships.

Bring food systems transformation to the core of the climate and biodiversity agendas, by building on existing 

mechanisms and commitments, like the Leader’s Pledge for Nature and Race to Zero, and putting in place a 

robust follow-up mechanism to drive integration of Summit outcomes into upcoming agreements like the CBD 

COP15 post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, the UNFCCC COP26 update of Nationally Determined 

Contributions to the Paris Climate Agreements, and the UNCCD land degradation neutrality targets.

• Ensure no net loss of biodiversity from food 

production, supporting a net positive increase, on lands 

and in water, by 2030 and a full recovery by 2050 

(compared to 2020 levels)

• Achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions from 

food production by 2030 and achieve net negative 

emissions from the food system by 2050

• Stop deforestation and conversion of natural 

habitats for agriculture and aquaculture production by 

2030

• Rehabilitate or restore at least 50% of all degraded 

agricultural lands by 2030
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https://www.leaderspledgefornature.org/
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/


Commitments and action plans are required from Heads of State and other constituency members such as food 

producers, civil society organizations, private sector companies and financers. Multi-stakeholder coalitions of 

action that drive accountable implementation of commitments will be borne out of the Summit. WWF will work 

with stakeholders to implement specific actions to:

• Protect, manage and restore terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, being explicit about trade-offs 

between different production practices. Build soil health, to rehabilitate degraded farmland for production 

and turn land back to nature, and set aside carefully selected areas to enhance overall productivity of food 

systems, protecting and enhancing critical breeding habitats as well as building resilience to climate change 

impacts.

• Scale up agroecological and regenerative practices to leverage area-based conservation efforts while 

improving livelihoods, adaptation and climate resilience.

• Scale up financial support for small scale farmers and fishers, including women and other 

vulnerable groups, by repurposing public agri-food support (including subsidies), and ensure their inclusion 

in decision-making, to build resilient supply chains and enhance biodiversity in productive land and 

seascapes.

• Support the private sector in implementing sustainable supply chains that are deforestation- and 

conversion-free, fully respect human rights and provide fair living wages. Promote transparent reporting on 

sourcing and supply chain activity, supporting regulatory frameworks and policies if required.

• Shift to sustainable consumption patterns by aligning environmental and human health in dietary 

guidance and food policy. Harness the nutritional benefits of agrobiodiverse foods, particularly plants and 

aquatic foods, to help end malnutrition while building more sustainable and resilient food systems.

• Adopt ambitious goals to reduce food loss and waste by at least 50% from farm to fork, with 

particular attention to food lost on the farm before, during and post-harvest. Promote transparent reporting 

on food loss and waste reduction, supporting regulatory frameworks and policies if required.
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Following on from the Summit, WWF will work to see food 

systems targets integrated in the Nationally Determined 

Contributions and long-term strategies to accelerating 

action to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions from food 

production, keep the 1.5oC global warming threshold within 

reach, and enhance adaptation and resilience of agriculture 

and food systems to climate change. Nature-based solutions, 

including food systems approaches, can contribute about a 

one third reduction in global emissions needed to keep global 

warming to 1.5℃.

Likewise, the Summit is an important 

vehicle for WWF to advocate for a 

comprehensive and ambitious target on food 

systems transformation in the post-2020 

global Biodiversity Framework that 

transforms the way we produce (through 

agroecology and regenerative agriculture), 

process and distribute (reduces food waste 

and loss), and consume food (choose 

sustainable and healthy diets). 
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Through the Global Food Practice Leader Joao Campari, 

WWF chairs Action Track 3 of the Summit: Boost nature-

positive production at scale. In this leadership role, WWF 

is convening multi-stakeholder coalitions to co-create 

game-changing solutions that eliminate or minimize the 

impacts of food production on nature and on climate. 

Other members of WWF’s Food Practice are involved in 

the implementation and further development of other 

action areas, most notably in Action Track 2 which works 

on sustainable consumption and diets as well as on food 

loss and waste.  

In the next 12 months, through combined actions on food, climate and nature, we have a unique 

opportunity to course-correct, for the benefit of people and planet. Together, these decisions and actions, 

coupled with action from the business and finance sectors, cities, faith organizations and civil society, 

represent a New Deal for Nature and People. It is a unique opportunity to place nature and nature-based 

solutions at the heart of our political, social and economic systems, and set nature on the path to recovery 

by 2030, in support of and supported by urgent climate action and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The Summit is a vital moment in delivering a New Deal but will also benefit greatly from its 

implementation. The Leaders’ Pledge for Nature has already sent a united signal to step up global 

ambition in response to our planetary emergency and the New Deal for Nature and People will further 

stimulate and enable the delivery of commitments made at the Summit.

Across a network of over 6,000 colleagues, WWF 

produces multiple pieces of scientific research and 

knowledge that set and drive agendas, including 

on agroecology, grasslands and savannahs, 

sustainable diets, and food loss and waste. From 

publishing data analysis to building tools and 

platforms for various stakeholders, producer 

through consumer, this work helps inform the 

development of solutions that the Summit is 

developing.

Parallel to the Summit process, WWF´s Food Practice has 

co-convened several action platforms, including on 

Grasslands and Savannahs, and Sustainable Consumption 

and Diets, that bring together many organizations, 

including those that are not directly involved in the 

Summit action areas or solution clusters. These action 

platforms are accelerating action on key issues and 

building coalitions that can support and endorse, but also 

challenge when needed, the outcomes of the Summit. 
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https://explore.panda.org/newdeal
https://www.leaderspledgefornature.org/
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/farming_with_biodiversity_towards_nature_positive_production_at_scale.pdf
https://www.rangelandsdata.org/atlas/
http://www.planetbaseddiets.com/
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/food_practice/food_loss_and_waste/driven_to_waste_global_food_loss_on_farms
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Alongside the Action Tracks, the Summit 

Dialogues contribute to shaping both 

global and locally relevant pathways 

towards equitable and sustainable food 

systems by 2030 and feed into the Summit 

process. WWF, by participating in and/or 

organizing Summit Dialogues, influences 

policy agendas, private sector planning, 

financial flows and producer decision-

making. 

WWF works directly with governments to adopt and 

implement adequate sustainable consumption and 

production measures and invest in nature-based solutions. By 

working with Member States, WWF can catalyse action in 

related agendas and multilateral processes particularly within 

their convening events in 2021, such as the CBD COP15, 

UNFCCC COP26 and UNCCD COP15, and the Oceans 

Summit in 2022. In the Summit, we also influence existing 

commitments and processes such as the Leader’s Pledge for 

Nature. 

WWF works with civil society partners to ensure the voices of smallholders, indigenous peoples and local 

communities, women and youth are all heard at the Summit, including by hosting briefings that can help these 

groups mobilize and participate. WWF firmly believes that the Summit must contribute to raising the voices of 

the under-represented and under-privileged.

With a presence in over 100 countries and vast experience in conservation and landscape management, WWF 

actively implements many of the solutions and concepts championed through the Summit process and will 

continue to pilot new solutions that are developed. WWF is feeding intelligence from existing programmes into 

the Summit and bringing existing and new partners to the table to identify opportunities to scale solutions. By 

replicating the Food Practice way of working into Action Track 3—i.e. aligning systemic transformation with 

area-based conservation work—WWF provides the Summit with real opportunities to translate concepts and 

commitments into action on the ground.
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WWF works closely with corporate partners to advise them on how they can best engage with the Summit and 

ensure they contribute to its success. At the same time, we continue to advise them on how to implement 

solutions to transform their operations and innovate for the benefit of the triple bottom line: profit, planet and 

people.

For more information, visit the WWF – UN Food Systems Summit webpage on panda.org

https://app.awesome-table.com/-Lz0wWiKfY4i8OH6Dbhl/view
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/food_practice/unfss/

