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Despite the urgent need for action, multiple converging global crises threaten to replace long-term action on food 

system transformation with short-term solutions that could ultimately derail our ability to limit global warming to 1.5 

degrees Celsius while nourishing everyone on the planet. Indeed, an increasingly warmer world is the biggest threat 

to global food security. Identifying country- and context-specific actions to these two imperatives, alongside restoring 

nature, are the individual pieces of a great food puzzle. By balancing the need for short-term action with long-term 

planning we can ensure the Paris Agreement stays within reach, even as countries tackle ever increasing crises in a 

rapidly warming world. 

 

Solving the Great Food Puzzle, which deepens our understanding of the nuances of national-level action, requires a 

food systems approach to account for all emissions, from farm to fork - from food production, food loss and waste, and 

food consumption. This approach unlocks two critical pathways for climate mitigation: rapid reductions in 

consumption-based emissions, predominantly from methane; and increases in carbon sequestration, both of which 

are prerequisite for achieving the Paris Agreement. Implementation of food systems approaches will look different 

from country to country depending on the local context, but all countries can apply levers in natural resource 

management, governance and institutions, education and knowledge, technology, trade, and finance. 

 

At COP 26, we highlighted that not all parts of the food system had been considered in climate negotiations and 

policy. Unfortunately, 12 months later, a food systems approach is still not being used to the extent needed to achieve 

the Paris Agreement. We must do better. 

 



We welcome the commitment of the COP27 Presidency to food systems approaches by hosting a thematic day on 

Agriculture and Food Systems, launching the FAST Initiative and hosting a high-level round table on food security. 

Elevating the issues in the political agenda is a crucial first step but we must be more ambitious and words must be 

followed by action. Radically accelerating implementation will help lay the groundwork for increasingly ambitious 

emissions reduction goals for 2035, in line with the latest science. 

Already, many commitments and pledges have been made relating to food-based climate action. Collectively, we 

must realise the potential of these commitments by urgently accelerating implementation at the national and regional 

level. WWF is calling for five decisive actions at and beyond COP27 that are central to doing so:  

  

We need a strong new mandate for future work on agriculture to take a food systems approach. To 

meet future challenges, it is critical to consider all elements of the food system. This includes 

reduction of food loss and waste and shifting our diets towards healthier, more sustainable nutrition. 

Future topics should include agroecology and other regenerative practices. 

It is encouraging that there has been an increase from 107 to 125 countries including at least one 

aspect of food systems in their NDCs. However, only a few include multiple aspects that support full 

food systems approaches. While the potential impact of action in production, loss and waste, or diets 

will differ country to country, the majority of NDCs should include concrete steps to implement 

solutions across multiple aspects of food systems. 

Donor countries must deliver on their financial pledges and provide funding for nature-based solutions 

for the agriculture and food sector. The funding that is already available must be more effectively 

distributed as it is often not reaching the communities who are best able to implement solutions. It is 

more than urgent to expand the repurposing and redirection of agri-food supports and subsidies from 

harmful impacts to benefits for nature, climate and people. 

Governments and non-state actors must make addressing the food crisis a priority of the climate 

conference; this should be reflected in clear statements in the cover decision of the conference. This 

will support countries in implementing food-based climate actions. It reaffirms the importance of 

decarbonising food systems even in the face of food security crises. 

Deeper integration is required across the Rio Conventions to align climate, biodiversity and land use 

targets and action. Climate COP27 comes a month before Biodiversity COP15, at which countries will 

agree on a post-2020 Global Biodiversity framework to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. In 2023, the 

first stocktake of the UN Food Systems Summit and the resultant national pathways for food systems 

will be conducted. The climate community must signal that alignment with other agreements and 

pathways is essential if we are to meet our climate goals. 

 

Over the past 12 months, food has been placed firmly on the climate agenda. COP27 is the time for implementation to 

be urgently accelerated, with increased focus on financing and delivering food systems approaches. It must be clear 

that 1.5°C is not a target; it is a limit beyond which we can expect irreversible changes to our planet. It’s time to act. 

It’s time to start solving the great food puzzle.
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For more information 
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https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/exponential_roadmap_for_natural_climate_solutions.pdf
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