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Ocean Action Is Climate Action 

2022 has seen an energy crisis triggered by conflict in Europe and unprecedented extreme weather 

events linked to climate change. We have clear and constant evidence that we must act urgently to 

mitigate and adapt to climate change to secure our future well-being. If greater action is not taken 

to address the climate ambition and implementation gaps left by current and updated NDCs, the 

IPCC 6th Assessment Report projects that 87% of the global carbon budget of a 1.5 °C warmer 

world will be used up by 20301. COP27 is therefore a crucial moment to shift from dialogue to 

doing – bringing the ambition of the Paris Agreement to fruition through science-based legislation, 

policies and programs.  

I - Context 

At COP26, governments recognized the integral nature and 

importance of the ocean in the work of the UNFCCC and 

permanently anchored the inclusion of strengthened ocean-

based action in the Glasgow Climate Pact, establishing an 

annual Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to that end.   

The first such dialogue took place during the June 2022 Bonn 

Climate Change Conference. Speaking at the opening of the 

dialogue, UNFCCC Executive Secretary Patricia Espinosa 

called on Parties to do their utmost to strengthen ocean-

climate action and finance, and to include these 

commitments in NDCs and NAPs as part of their Paris 

Agreement commitments.   

During the 2022 dialogue, panellists and participants 

discussed a variety of ocean-based challenges, opportunities 

and solutions, including renewable energy, fisheries, and 

protecting biodiversity. They also addressed the vital 

importance of the ocean to livelihoods and biodiversity and 

as a fundamental component of the climate system, while 

highlighting the need for greater ocean-related climate 

action. Critical linkages and considerations for ocean-based 

climate action were presented, including the sequestration 

capacity of blue carbon ecosystems and the knowledge of 

coastal indigenous communities2. 

Ocean carbon sinks play a vital role in absorbing and storing 

carbon, thus significantly buffering emissions to the 

atmosphere – absorbing 23% of anthropogenic atmospheric 

CO2 emissions in the last decade. A healthier ocean is more 

resilient, and better able to mitigate climate impacts and help 

humans and wildlife adapt. IUCN, CI, WWF and partners 

have summarised some of the key entry points within 

existing UNFCCC processes and ongoing negotiations where 

management actions concerning the ocean and coastal 

ecosystems can play a productive role in climate action.   

 
1 According to a carbon budget consistent with a 50% likelihood of limiting further warming to 0.43 °C (1.07 °C historical + 0.43 °C = 1.5 °C), 
cumulative CO2 emissions for 2020–2030 projected from current NDCs would likely use 87% of the remaining carbon budget, leaving a post-2030 
carbon budget of around 63 Gt CO2 - which is equivalent to an average year of CO2 emissions in 2020–2030. 
2 WWF contributed to a Synthesis Report from the Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue that can be viewed here.  

II - WWF Expectations 

At COP27, WWF will continue to advocate for integrated 

ocean-climate action and finance as essential to achieving 

global climate goals. WWF’s overarching expectations for 

COP27 can be found here. WWF’s expectations for ocean-

climate action at COP27 include:   

Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue 
The outcomes and summary report from the Ocean and 

Climate Change Dialogue should be presented at COP27, and 

priority interventions and tangible actions embedded in the 

COP decision documents, reflecting specific paths for 

implementation.  

A roadmap for the Ocean and Climate Dialogue series should 

be defined for the years ahead to progressively address a 

variety of solutions and continuously take stock of the 

progress made and remaining gaps to fill. In this way, the 

recurring Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue can act as a 

yearly stepping stone to greater ambition and action for 

ocean-climate action at national and international level.   

UNFCCC processes 
Ocean-focused discussions must take place in all relevant 

processes including the Mitigation Work Programme, the 

Global Stocktake, the Global Goal on Adaptation, and 

Warsaw International Mechanism for loss and damage 

underpinned by robust financing for ocean solutions, while 

also taking on the findings of the Ocean and Climate Change 

dialogue.  

Partners, including WWF, contributed to an options paper, 

which provides a detailed summary of the key entry points 

within existing UNFCCC processes and ongoing negotiations 

where management actions concerning coastal and marine 

ecosystems can play a productive role in climate action.  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2021_10_add1_adv.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/bonn-dialogue-urges-ocean-based-climate-action
https://unfccc.int/event/sbsta-56
https://unfccc.int/event/sbsta-56
https://www.conservation.org/UNFCCC-ocean-climate-options
https://ocean-climate.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Synthesis-Report_SBSTA56_Ocean-and-Climate-Dialogue_15_06_22.pdf
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_cop27_expectations_paper.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/blueing-the-paris-agreement-at-cop27
https://www.conservation.org/UNFCCC-ocean-climate-options


Areas where countries may advance efforts to address ocean-

climate challenges and strengthen recognition of the role of 

coastal and marine nature-based solutions in addressing 

climate change include: 

• Mitigation Work Programme (MWP): the MWP 

should have a sectoral focus and also look at the role of 

ecosystems, as highlighted in the Glasgow Climate Pact. 

The ocean mitigation potential should be considered. 

• Global Stocktake (GST): The GST should be a vehicle 

to assess the extent to which the institutional 

arrangements under the Convention are sufficient to 

support action on ocean adaptation and mitigation. 

• Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA): The Glasgow-

Sharm el-Sheikh (GlaSS) work Programme on the GGA 

should advance metrics and indicators on the ocean 

adaptation potential, as well as identify capacity-building 

(including technical assistance) and finance needs to 

advance it. 

• Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for loss 

and damage with climate impacts: The WIM should 

address how losses and damage to ocean systems can be 

assessed, minimized and addressed, and how this work 

will be financed.   

• Finance for ocean solutions: Science shows that 

nature can provide at least 30% of the mitigation needed 

by 2030, but nature only receives about 3% of global 

climate finance3. The Ocean and Climate Change 

Dialogue noted that unlocking finance and addressing 

this immense climate financing gap4 is critical to support 

developing countries in addressing ocean-climate action 

and build climate resilience, particularly for small island 

states and least developed countries. The Standing 

Committee on Finance should prepare an Information 

Note exploring coastal and marine NbS climate finance 

flows, gaps and opportunities and include this in its 

annual reports presented to the COP, which are used to 

inform the COP guidance for the Green Climate Fund 

and Global Environment Facility. 

Governments/Parties 
It is imperative for Parties to make the ocean a vital aspect of 

national climate change goals, policies, and strategies, and 

take action to strengthen the mitigation, adaptation and 

resilience potential of the ocean, as well as dependent 

communities and economies. The ocean holds powerful 

solutions—both for mitigation and adaptation—if 

implemented coherently and sustainably, and these should 

be prioritized5. Parties should: 

• Revise their NDCs with increased ambition, and in 

doing so make sure they fully take into account the 

potential of their ocean and coastal areas for mitigation, 

 
3 Climate Policy Initiative. (2019). “Global Landscape of Climate 
Finance 2019.”  
4 This will require blending philanthropic, public and private sector 
finance - and ensuring that ocean and coastal ecosystems are valued 
for the broad range of services they provide for mitigation, 

adaptation and resilience-building, including advancing 

the designation and effective management of marine 

protected areas and other effective area-based 

conservation measures to protect blue carbon ecosystems, 

as well as the conservation and restoration of coastal and 

marine ecosystems, such as coral reefs, mangroves, tidal 

marshes, and seagrass beds.  

• Request the IPCC to develop a supplement to its 

2006 guidelines for national inventories of 

anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks 

for other blue carbon ecosystems beyond those covered 

under the 2013 IPCC Wetlands Supplement. The 

guidelines should include blue carbon ecosystems such as 

macroalgae (e.g. kelp forests); maerl, mussel, flame shell, 

brittlestar and bryozoan beds; biogenic reefs; and different 

types of sediments, among others. This would promote the 

inclusion of such ecosystems into NDCs and NAPs, as well 

as ensure consistency and comparability among the 

information provided through the ETF. 

• Mobilize capacity building and adequate 

resources for the identification and development of 

ocean-climate measures (including with respect to the use 

of verifiable standardized metrics for planning and 

reporting purposes) and clearly communicate the short- 

and long-term financial support, capacity building and 

technology transfer needs for ocean-climate actions via 

NDCs and other relevant communications to the UNFCCC. 

• Urgently strengthen ocean-climate action and 

finance, and include these commitments in NDCs, NAPs, 

long-term low emissions development strategies, and 

other relevant instruments, as part of their Paris 

Agreement commitments.  

• Advance nature-based solutions and measures for 

their ocean and coasts that are nature-positive and can 

deliver net-zero outcomes to strengthen the mitigation 

potential, adaptation, and resilience of ocean and coastal 

ecosystems and dependent communities and economies. 

• Use the opportunities of Santiago Network on 

Loss and damage (SNLD) as a technical facility under 

the WIM to understand their country’s ocean-related 

economic and non-economic losses and damages and how 

the future financial facility for loss and damage (FFLD) 

helps to minimize and address them. At COP27, Parties 

need to provide direction to SNLD to provide technical 

guidance and support. 

• Significantly increase finance for ocean-climate 

action and solutions. At least half of global public 

climate finance should be invested in climate adaptation, 

and include a dedicated focus on coastal and marine 

solutions. Developed countries must immediately meet the 

adaptation and resilience building and to support biodiversity, food 
security, livelihoods and sustainable development. 
5 https://oceanpanel.org/publication/the-ocean-as-a-solution-to-
climate-change-five-opportunities-for-action/ 

https://climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/global-%20climate-finance-2019/
https://climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/global-%20climate-finance-2019/


$100bn/annum climate finance commitment and public 

sector finance should also be leveraged to encourage 

private sector capital to further support nature based 

solutions and restorative actions.  

The Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action, the Ocean & Climate Platform, the High-level Climate Champions and 

partners, including WWF, are supporting the Ocean Action Day at COP27, which will take place on 16 November. By convening key 

representatives across governments, finance, ocean-based industries, IPLCs, scientists, IGOs and NGOs, the Ocean Action Day at 

COP27 will highlight concrete implementation of ocean-based climate solutions and will strive to unlock key enablers to scale-up 

ocean-based climate solutions worldwide: wide-ranging political and societal support; commitments to a sustainable and well-

managed ocean, and increased public and private investments.   

WWF will join partners in supporting the call for unity, raised ambition, increased finance and ocean-based climate action to 

accelerate mitigation pathways and support ongoing resilience and adaptation needs.   

This year, the Ocean Action Day will be complemented by two additional events. The Ocean Implementation Lab on Blue Carbon 

Ecosystems led by Conservation International with the engagement of partners, including WWF, will take place also on 16 

November, and the Ocean Future Lab on marine renewable energy and seafood production will take place on 8 November. These 

events will be held under the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action as a package of Ocean Action Events at COP27. 
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WWF’s Blueprint for a Living Planet: Four Principles for Integrated Ocean-
Climate Strategies.  

To guide effective and integrated ocean and climate action, WWF has proposed four key principles be observed by UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement Parties:  

 

• Raise Ambition and Urgently Deliver Stronger and Sustained Mitigation and Adaptation Actions 

• Make Nature a Key Part of the Solution  

• Put People at the Centre  

• Join Up the Climate and Ocean Finance Agendas 

 

 

Raise Ambition and Urgently Deliver Stronger 

and Sustained Mitigation and Adaptation 

Actions 

There is consensus on the need to secure ambitious and 

accelerated greenhouse gas emission reductions as a 

priority to limit unavoidable and partly irreversible 

impacts on the ocean from climate change. These 

impacts lead to reduced carbon absorption and 

sequestration capacity of marine and coastal 

ecosystems and constrain options and effectiveness for 

ecosystem-based adaptation, thereby limiting the 

ability to respond to climate change and aggravating its 

consequences.  

Make Nature a Key Part of the Solution 

Investing in nature-based solutions should be 

considered essential to secure national economies, 

advance ocean-related mitigation and adaptation 

solutions and support the delivery of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda.  

The outputs from COP27 should ensure that the role of 

protected, restored and enhanced ocean and coastal 

ecosystems is recognized as vital in meeting the 

objectives of the Paris Agreement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put People at the Centre 

A healthy ocean is essential to sustainable 

development, the well-being of communities and to 

local, national, regional and global economies.  

Ensure equitable and inclusive participation of IPLCs, 

youths and women in ocean-climate related 

governance and actions.  

Join up the Ocean Climate Finance Agendas 

Clear mechanisms, incentives and guidance are needed 

for how nature-based solutions linked to coasts and 

ocean, including blue carbon, can be practically 

implemented, financed and reported upon.  

Increase investment, as financing for nature-based 

solutions remains low when compared to other climate 

financing.  

Investment mechanisms such as ‘blue bonds’, debt-for-

nature swaps, project finance for permanence (PFPs) 

and impact investment funds can all contribute. But 

the biggest gains will be in ensuring that mainstream 

investment is targeted at the most sustainable 

pathways possible. 

Ensure clear pathways, enabling conditions and 

mechanisms are in place to enable IPLCs and 

communities that are most vulnerable to climate 

impacts have timely and equitable access to ocean-

climate adaptation finance, technology transfer and 

capacity building to scale-up adaptation and resilience 

actions.  

 

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/blueprint_for_a_living_planet_final_june_2021_spreads.pdf
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/blueprint_for_a_living_planet_final_june_2021_spreads.pdf
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/blueprint_for_a_living_planet_final_june_2021_spreads.pdf
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