
WWF @ THE UN WATER CONFERENCE 
AND NEW YORK WATER WEEK

The first UN Water Conference in almost 50 years is an unprecedented opportunity to highlight the scale of the world’s water 
crises and build momentum for urgent action on water and freshwater ecosystems. WWF will play a key role with partners at 
both the Conference and the simultaneous New York Water Week - with a strategic focus on protecting and restoring healthy 
rivers, lakes and wetlands (‘water does not come from a tap’), driving greater progress on corporate water stewardship, 
scaling up Nature-based Solutions for water security and climate adaptation, and raising public awareness through the Run 
Blue campaign.

With our partners, WWF will be co-hosting over 20 events from March 18-24. For more information, go to our conference 
webpage or reach out to Richard Lee (rlee@wwfint.org)

Saturday (March 18)
13:30-15:30  Opening event of New York Water Week 
(Battery Park)

Mina Guli will complete ma rathon #198 under the WWF-
supported Run Blue campaign a s pa rt of the official opening 
event at Battery Pa rk.

Sunday (March 19)
18:00-20:00 Our Blue World exclusive preview  (The 
Forum at Columbia University)

WWF is a pa rtner on the Our Blue World the film. Event will 
include first ever footage from the film and a panel discussion 
a s pa rt of Water Film Festival.

Monday (March 20)
12:00-15:00 Run Blue marathon #199 (Central Park)

Mina Guli will be running her penultimate ma rathon in 
Cent ral Pa rk.

Tuesday (March 21)
09:00-11:30  Can technology solve the water crisis? 
(AB InBev Commercial Strategy Office)

This session will discuss the role of advanced technology 
& multi- sectoral collaboration in addressing nexus issues, 
and provide a deep dive into the innovative Global Water 
Watch platform. Co-hosted by Accenture, Delta res, Dutch 
government, Google, Microsoft, Zambian Water Resources 
Management Authority, WWF and WRI

09:00-11:00 Wastewater management in textile, 
footwear & leather industry (Virtual)

Discussing challenges, lessons lea rned and solutions, 
involving ZDHC, WWF, GIZ, WEF, IHE Delft, H&M, 
Burberry, Hugo Boss, NIKE, Elevate Textiles, Panterei.

12:00-14:00  Aligning and accelerating collective 
action for water stewardship (AB InBev’s 
Commercial Strategy offices)

Coordinated by WWF with all major water stewa rdship 
organizations, this session will focus on driving greater 
collective action, including publishing a draft joint collective 
action paper and joint mapping of “100 collective action 
ba sins ”. 

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/freshwater_practice/freshwater_news/?7857441/WWF-at-UN-2023-Water-Conference
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/freshwater_practice/freshwater_news/?7857441/WWF-at-UN-2023-Water-Conference


Wednesday (March 22)
09:30-10:45  Nature-based Solutions: Perspectives 
from the Field (Nature Hub)

Hosted by TNC with WWF, INBO, CEO Water Mandate and 
AB InBev

11:00-12:15  Restoring rivers by removing dams 
(Nature Hub)

Hosted by WWF, this session will show benefits to people 
& nature of removing obsolete dams - a proven solution to 
enhance connectivity, build resilience and boost biodiversity. 
Partners include American Rivers and Open Rivers Program.

12:30-13:45  Brighter Future: Right renewables in the 
right places (Nature Hub) 

Hosted by WWF, this will show how we can meet global 
climate & energy goals without driving nature loss, sacrificing 
world’s last free-flowing rivers, and harming communities - 
by investing in the right renewables in the right place 

12:30-13:45  Corporate perspectives on NbS for water 
security (Nature Hub)

Hosted by TNC, this will include tangible examples of 
NBS for societal & business goals as well as discussion 
on opportunities & challenges for NBS investment across 
sectors. Partners include WWF, AB InBev, CEO Water 
Mandate.

15:30-16:45  Maintaining connectivity in freshwater 
corridors in the Amazon to sustain people and 
biodiversity (Nature Hub) 

Hosted by TNC, this session looks at how to safeguard 
connectivity and free flowing rivers in the Amazon basin - and 
the benefits they provide people & nature. Partners include 
WWF, FAO, OPIAC, Synchronicity Earth, and Instituto Jurua.

15:30-17:00 Nature-based Solutions: Whole of Society 
Approach (Nature Hub)

This session will use diverse basin examples to provide 
evidence and guidance on how investments in nature can 
address water security, biodiversity loss and climate change 
through whole-of-society approaches, science, innovative 
governance and finance.

15:00-18:00  SPECIAL EVENT - Radical collaboration 
for water resilience: Action with our greatest allies in 
the climate crisis (UN HQ)

WWF is co-hosting this high profile 3-hour event with CEO 
Water Mandate and major groups (women, Indigenous 
Peoples, farmers, youth). This inspirational event will 
highlight the diverse values of water & rivers, the fact 
that ‘water does not come from a tap’, the need for radical 
collaboration to enhance the resilience of river basins, and 
the importance of NbS and restoration. It will feature WWF’s 
Journey of Water New York as well as footage from previous 
Journeys of Water around the world. It will conclude with 
significant new commitments.

Thursday (March 23)
08:00-09:15  Launch of the Freshwater Challenge 
(UN HQ)

Led by the govt of Colombia, this session will launch the 
Freshwater Challenge to restore 300,000km of rivers & 
350 million hectares of wetlands. Coordinated by WWF, it 
will involve other champion govts, including DRC, Ecuador, 
Gabon, Mexico & Zambia as well as partners such as IUCN, 
Wetlands International, TNC, Secretariat of the Convention 
on Wetlands, UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration & AB 
InBev.

08:00-10:00  Corporate breakfast on financing NbS 
for water security (BCG office)

High level corporate event hosted by BCG and WWF on 
how to scale up funding for NbS for water security, climate 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction, particularly by 
leveraging private sector funds. Will also include a keynote 
speaker from WFP.

10:00-11:00  A magic bullet: Healthy rivers for river 
dolphins & people (Virtual)

Hosted by WWF, this will show how PAs are protecting river 
dolphins, rivers and people depending on them. Measured 
with a new tool: CA|RDS - are these PAs doing their job?

11:00-12:15  Water as a Connector: Private Sector & 
Civil Society Support for the Water Action Agenda 
(Nature Hub)

Hosted by WWF with corporate and public sector leaders 
to create momentum for next steps in corporate water 
stewardship, showcase new corporate commitments on water, 
and demonstrate the power of public-private partnerships..

12:30-13:45  Filling the Water Storage Gap (Nature 
Hub)

Hosted by WWF, this session will highlight the need for an 
integrated approach to water storage. By bringing together 
govts, investors, NGOs & scientists, it will analyze lessons 
learned and challenges for sustainable water storage and 
identify key global efforts. Partners include IWMI, World 
Bank, Stanford University, Water for Food Institute, UMass.

15:00-17:00  Showcasing the power of NbS (Dutch 
Water House)

Hosted by Ecoshape & Dutch water sector, this session will 
focus on the principles of successful NbS in the water sector 
and how to scale up and replicate best practices. 

15:30-16:45  Setting Water Targets: A Roadmap For 
Companies (Nature Hub)

Participants will learn about the corporate water targets 
landscape, how and when to engage them, and the upcoming 
Science Based Targets for Nature v1.0. - SBTN Freshwater 
Hub partners and Alliance for Water Stewardship.

18:30-19:30  Source to Sea with Journey of Water  
(Dutch Water House)

Hosted by SIWI, this session will focus on how to ensure 
healthy, resilient ecosystems from source to sea. It will feature 
the full Journey of Water NY video and Mina Guli

Friday (March 24)
11:00-12:15  Concrete threat to water security: 
Sustainable sand mining solutions to build resilience 
(UNEP office)

Hosted by UNEP and WWF, this session will look at impacts 
of sand mining on people and nature, including UNEP’s 10 
recommendations for sustainability and WWF’s innovative 
sand budget in the Mekong.


