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COLOMBIA, A UNIQUE LANDSCAPE 
Across more than a million square kilometers, Colombia encompasses great 
biological and cultural diversity.

It is home to Andean highlands, Amazonian rainforests, Orinoco savannah, Choco humid rainforest, 
dry forest relicts, and more than 3,000 kilometers of coastline along both the Pacific Ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea. It is also home to vibrant Afro-Colombian, Indigenous, and other ethnic communities and 
cultures found nowhere else in the world. But this vital landscape – its ecosystems, its wildlife and its 
peoples – face significant threats.

FORESTS UNDER 
PRESSURE
Despite an internationally recognized 
commitment to protecting its forests, 
Colombia continues to confront rising 
rates of deforestation.

Deforestation has increased especially sharply in 
recent years, soaring from 124,035 hectares in 2015 
to nearly 200,000 hectares in 2018,1and surging 
8 percent in 2020 alone.2 Political turmoil, weak 
environmental governance, reduced monitoring 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the legacy 
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of more than five decades of 
internal conflict make it difficult 
to combat forest loss. These 
factors limit opportunities and 
incentives for conservation. Land 
grabbing, overgrazing, illicit 
crop cultivation, mining, illegal 
logging, the expansion of agro-
industrial cultivation (for palm oil, 
among other products), and the 
construction of roads and ports all 
continue to drive deforestation and 

forest degradation, and climate 
change presents the additional 
threat of rising temperatures and 
altered rainfall patterns in the 
region. 

For more than four decades, 
WWF has worked with local 
and Indigenous communities, 
government agencies, civil society 
groups, and non-governmental 
organizations in Colombia 

to address these drivers of 
deforestation while fostering 
inclusive participatory processes, 
empowering community members, 
and enhancing livelihoods. This 
work has informed national 
dialogues and policy-making, and 
it aims to support the national 
government in meeting its goal 
of net zero deforestation in 
Colombia’s Amazon region by 
2030.

OUR RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS IN COLOMBIA
WWF’s extensive work in Colombia has focused on conserving, restoring, and 
sustainably managing natural ecosystems while ensuring the socio-ecological 
resilience and human well-being of Colombian landscapes.

We have cultivated trust, 
particularly with local and 
Indigenous communities, and 
built capacities that help ensure 
community voices are integrated 
into subnational, national, and 
international processes and 
policies. 

Most recently, this work has:
• Established the National 

Community Monitoring 
Network. Composed of people 
and organizations who lead 
community-based monitoring 
initiatives, this network facilitates 
exchanging information, 
organizing across communities, 
and otherwise strengthening 
local monitoring efforts. It 
coordinates with national 
organizations and agencies, 
but also meets autonomously 
to identify and advocate for the 

needs and goals of community 
monitors. 

By making local monitoring 
initiatives more visible, the 
network has fostered greater 
connection and collaboration, 
both among communities and 
with national stakeholders 
like the Institute of Hydrology, 
Meteorology, and Environmental 
Studies (IDEAM) of Colombia. 
Community monitors now enjoy 
greater access to technical tools 
(such as mapping and data 
analysis software) that support 
their monitoring efforts, and 
some are now more willing to 
trust IDEAM and its partners. 
IDEAM and its partners, in turn, 
now have greater trust in the 
skills of community monitors and 
the data they gather. 

• Built a safeguards framework 
and teaching tools to ensure 

REDD+ better serves local 
communities. This work inspired 
a series of actions to strengthen 
safeguards and representation 
for local and Indigenous 
communities. Among these was 
the development of a guide to 
help communities implement 
safeguards in their territories and 
in eventual REDD+3 projects. 
This guide has been used 
by communities throughout 
Colombia without the need 
for support from government 
institutions. 

WWF has also worked with 
Indigenous communities and 
organizations to advocate for 
their rights and the recognition of 
their goals and needs in national 
and international environmental 
agendas. This has happened 
through the negotiation and 
implementation of agreements 
with the national government to 
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incorporate Indigenous visions 
into the national development 
plan. 

It has also been achieved 
through the development of 
the Capacity Building Program 
on Indigenous Territorial 
Governance (PFGTI for 
its acronym in Spanish), a 
training program that supports 
Indigenous community 
members with practical tools to 
manage the problems facing 
their territories. The program 
brings diverse perspectives to 
Indigenous territorial governance 
by requiring communities to elect 
at least one woman, one young 
person and one elder for training. 
As of 2020, 60 people have 
completed the program.

•	 Helped	the	financial	and	
agribusiness sectors 
incorporate forest and climate 
criteria into their policies and 
practices. By establishing a task 
force for responsible investment, 
WWF and our partners have 
inspired greater interest in green 
finance and best practices, and 
this has led to the development 
of new financial products aimed 
at strengthening biodiversity 
conservation and mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change. An 
example of this is the credit line 
executed by the Agrarian Bank 
and the regional environmental 
authority (CORPOAMAZONIA) 
through which the planting of a 
native palm (asaí) is encouraged 
as part of sustainable production 
strategies. This credit line has so 
far benefited 70 families. 
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Endnotes
1 http://smbyc.ideam.gov.co/MonitoreoBC-WEB/pub/reporteGeoproceso.jsp?id_reporte=7315
2 https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/colombia-deforestation-increased-8-last-year-environment-minister-says-2021-07-07/
3 REDD+ stands for “reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation” and seeks to help countries shift to low-emissions development pathways by increasing the 

value of healthy forests relative to other land uses.
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For further information, please contact:

Maria Fernanda Jaramillo,  
Knowledge Sharing and Learning Manager,  
WWF Forest and Climate Team (FCT), WWF Colombia
mfjaramillo@wwf.org.co
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