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RUPUNUNI, GUYANA 
Located on South America’s northern 
coast and neighbored by Suriname, 
Venezuela, and Brazil, Guyana contains 
a vast richness of natural resources.

Rainforests cloak more than 85 percent1 of the nation, 
which spans nearly 211,0002 square kilometers 
and holds some of the most biodiverse and intact 
ecosystems in the world. 

In the Rupununi region of Guyana, these unique 
ecosystems include savannahs, wetlands, and forests 
that depend on seasonal cycles of rain and flood. 
This landscape is also home to Indigenous peoples 
who have lived here for thousands of years and who 
rely on the land as they farm, fish, and hunt to sustain 
themselves. Indigenous communities make up more 
than 10 percent of Guyana’s population,3 and they hold 
title to about 14 percent of the nation’s forests,4 which 
are increasingly under threat.

FORESTS UNDER 
PRESSURE
Despite its low population density and 
great natural wealth, Guyana’s per 
capita gross domestic product (GDP) 
is one of the lowest in the region. The 
desire for economic development has 
put increasing pressure on the nation’s 
long-undisturbed ecosystems.

Rising gold prices have pushed the growth of gold 
mining, which is the leading cause of forest loss in 
Guyana. Mining pollutes waterways and contaminates 
the fish on which Indigenous communities rely.  In 
addition, climate change is shifting rainfall patterns, 
disturbing an already-delicate balance. 

In response, Guyana committed to forest conservation 
as the first country with a national-scale payment-
for-performance REDD+5 system through an 
agreement with Norway signed in 2009. The nation 
also established a robust national system for forest 
Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MRV), and 
through this and other measures has managed to 
maintain one of the lowest rates of deforestation in the 
world.
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OUR RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS IN GUYANA
WWF has worked with local stakeholders in Guyana for more than two decades, 
supporting efforts to protect threatened wildlife and their habitat, conserve vital 
landscapes, and foster community-based, participatory MRV.

In our most recent work, WWF 
has focused on efforts that create 
lasting systems for community-
based data-gathering and decision-
making, capacity building, and 
international support.

This work has:
• Equipped Indigenous 

communities to monitor 
their own resources and 
improve management of their 
village lands. Forty-seven 
predominantly Indigenous 
communities, primarily in the 
Rupununi region, are using new 
tools and skills to manage their 
lands spanning approximately 
889,000 hectares. They now 
have access to established data 
labs and have developed data 
collection and sharing protocols 
to gather, manage, and analyze 
data on their forests, health, and 
other key metrics.

Building on earlier, smaller-scale 
efforts to create community 
MRV in Guyana, this endeavour 
refined the training and 
technological frameworks 
for community-based data 
management to make the 
process more effective and 
self-sustaining. As a result, 
97 community monitors were 
trained to gather and analyze 
data from more than 9,000 
people with direct benefits for 

each community as a whole—for 
example, by revealing the need 
to address declining animal 
stocks or to adjust water use 
practices. In addition, three 
data labs were established 
and equipped to serve the 
communities. 

Drawing from these capacities 
and informed by the gathered 
data, 20 of these Indigenous 
communities have also 
developed and are utilising 
Community Development 
Plans/Village Improvement 
Plans, which enable them 
to strategically plan for the 
development of their villages 
over the next 10 years in a 
sustainable manner. 

Together, these achievements 
have enabled communities to 
manage their lands, livelihoods, 
and well-being more effectively; 
make better-informed decisions; 
and integrate the monitoring 
tools and framework into their 
governance system in ways that 
align with their values and goals. 
WWF and partners completed a 
handbook for practitioners and 
other stakeholders engaged in 
community-based monitoring 
projects to share these 
methodologies within Guyana 
and beyond. 

• Established enduring 
institutional resources for 
technical skill development 
and capacity building to 
advance Guyana’s green 
development agenda.  
These consist of: 

• 23 research grants awarded to 
undergraduate and graduate 
students to pursue research 
relating to forest and natural 
resource management; 

• 11 short courses for 204 
participants (including both 
students and faculty of the 
University of Guyana, and 
professionals from the natural 
resources sector), which 
provided opportunities for 
capacity building and peer 
learning between students and 
professionals; and 

• provision of equipment to the 
University of Guyana’s Center 
for the Study of Biological 
Diversity (CSBD) to better 
deliver training to natural 
sciences students.

Additionally, three of the short 
courses were integrated into 
the university’s curriculum, and 
13 faculty members completed 
advanced training to strengthen 
the integration and delivery of 
the courses. This translates into 
direct benefit to approximately 
100-200 final-year students 
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annually in both University of 
Guyana campuses. 

• Unlocked international 
sources of funding for 
transformational sustainable 
development projects. 
This work has supported 
progress toward renewal 
of a national-scale REDD+ 
agreement between Guyana 
and Norway. WWF facilitated a 
rapprochement between the two 

governments that led to a major 
breakthrough in the Guyana 
Norway Agreement (GNA) first 
signed in 2009.

Some of the funding earned 
under that agreement was 
delayed when the Guyana 
government cancelled plans 
to develop an agreed-upon 
hydropower project without 
proposing a renewable 
alternative. 

Working with partners 
Conservation International 
Guyana and Nia Tero, WWF 
led the process to develop a 
renewable energy plan—using 
solar generation and battery 
storage technology—that served 
as the basis for an agreement 
with Norway to release the 
frozen funding, paving the way 
for new sustainable development 
projects. 
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Endnotes
1 Guyana Forestry Commission, “Guyana REDD+ Monitoring Reporting & Verification System (MRVS) MRVS Report – Assessment Year 2019,” https://forestry.gov.gy/wp-con-

tent/uploads/2021/01/MRVS-Year-2019-Report-Version-1-Final.pdf
2 Ibid.
3 Government of Guyana. 2016. “2012 Census: Compendium 2, Population Composition.”
4 Guyana Forestry Commission, “Guyana REDD+ Monitoring Reporting & Verification System (MRVS) MRVS Report – Assessment Year 2019”
5 REDD+ stands for “reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation” and seeks to help countries shift to low-emissions development pathways by increasing the 

value of healthy forests relative to other land uses.
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